Waipa

STRATEGIC PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT
COMMITTEE MINUTES

2 FEBRUARY 2010

Minutes of a meeting of the Strategic Planning & Development Committee held in the Council
Chambers, Waipa District Council, 101 Bank Street, Te Awamutu on Tuesday 2 February
2010 commencing at 9.00am.

1 PRESENT
Councillor GRP Webber - Chairperson
Members
His Worship the Mayor AD Livingston; Councillors — EH Barnes, MEH Cox, LWE
Hoverd, GH Jull, PL Lee, EC Newlands [from 9.17am], GG Scaramuzza, DL Sharpe,
GW Simmons, BJ Taranaki, BS Thomas.
Public
There was one member of the public in attendance.
Others
Chief Executive, G Dyet; Deputy Chief Executive & Group Manager Planning and
Community Relationships, R McNeil; Manager — Strategy, G Knighton; Strategic &
District Planning Team Leader, F Hill, Committee Secretary, S King.
2 DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS' INTERESTS
There were no disclosures.
3 APOLOGIES
RESOLVED
3/10/01
That the apology for non attendance from committee member G Roberts be
received.
Councillor Lee / Councillor Simmons
RESOLVED
3/10/02
That the apology for lateness from Councillor Newlands be received.
Councillor Lee / Councillor Sharpe
4 LATE ITEMS

There were no late items.
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5 CONFIRMATION OF ORDER OF MEETING

File: 01-85-30

RESOLVED
3/10/03

That the order of the meeting be confirmed.

Councillor Thomas / Councillor Taranaki

6 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

File: 01-85-30
Minutes of Meeting held on 8 December 2009 were included in the agenda.

RESOLVED
3/10/04

That the minutes of the meeting held on 8 December 2009, as circulated, be
confirmed as a true and accurate record of proceedings, subject to the inclusion of
an apology for non attendance from Councillor Barnes for the reconvened meeting
held on 15 December 2009.

Councillor Sharpe / Councillor Thomas

I DISTRICT PLAN REVIEW UPDATE

File: 65-06-36

Deputy Chief Executive/Group Manager Planning and Community Relationships, R
McNeil said the indicative decisions made at the December 2009 meeting to the draft
Environment Strategy and the draft Town Concept Plans were signalled to be
presented to the February meeting. However, the additional information sought from
Adam Thompson to be incorporated into the draft Town Concept Plans was received
subsequent the agenda preparation and would therefore be included in the March
meeting.

Strategic and District Planning Team Leader, F Hill said the amended draft
Environment Strategy and associated indicative decisions were presented for
consideration. The District Plan review programme had been revised and she
provided an outline of the schedule as presented in the agenda, noting the
notification period must allow a minimum of 40 days. The local government elections
to be held on 9 October and the notification of Environment Waikato’s draft Regional
Policy Statement were key factors in the revised timeframe.
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Mrs Hill said a combination of press releases and ‘Word on Waipa’ would be used to
convey information to and encourage feedback from the public. She advised the
information to be presented in the Word on Waipa and via Council’'s website would
be a more conversational style than technical in nature jargon style. A suggestion
was raised that Youth Council members could participate in the preparation of the
information in order to aid comprehension.

Mrs Hill outlined the implications of the revised programme and elections, noting the
current Council would approve, prior to the elections, the proposed District Plan for
public notification and the incoming Council would consider the submissions.

Members were then guided through the amended draft Environment Strategy, with
the opportunity taken to make further changes to the draft document. In particular,
the Committee resolved to make the following changes:

Incorporation of appropriate references to the Waikato River Settlement
throughout the document;

Inclusion of bush areas such as Kakepuku and Maungatautari on page 11;

Reassessment of the positioning of current and possible (to be renamed
‘probable’) actions noted to achieve consistency across the entire document,
with the re;

Addition of Mt Kakepuku as an example of Council working closely with the
Department of Conservation on page 13;

Alteration of references to Iwi liaison listed on page 15 to highlight the strong
current consultation including assistance in the preparation of Iwi
management plans;

Removal of specific mention of Sustainable Cambridge on page 18 to avoid
limiting intention to one organisation;

Renaming of theme two on page 20 to read “sustainable land use”;

Reworking of the background section on page 20 to ensure consistency with
the renamed title;

Reassessment of the current state section; and

Minor formatting and editing adjustments.
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RESOLVED
3/10/05

That

a)

b)

d)

the information be received;

the schedule of draft decisions on the Environment Strategy, attached below, as
amended after the consideration of submissions in December 2009 be
confirmed;

the Environment Strategy as amended after the consideration of submissions in
December 2009 be recommended to Council for adoption; and,

the amended District Plan review project milestones, as presented below, are
noted and supported:

February 2010 — finalise Environment Strategy

March 2010 - finalise Town Concept Plans / overview of DP feedback
received to date and outcomes of research work

April 2010 — discussion / workshop with Committee on draft Policy
directions

May 2010 — consultation with community on policy options and draft
rules

June 2010 — August 2010 - finalising Plan in conjunction with
Committee

September 2010 — final Plan workshop with Council
October 2010 — Council approval to notify plan.

Mayor Livingston / Councillor Taranaki.
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DRAFT DECISIONS ON SUBMISSIONS LODGED TO ENVIRONMENT STRATEGY

Sub Name Summary Draft Decisions

No.

EO1 Waikato Federated | Submitter comments that sustainable air water and soil is | Accept in part. The submitter raised a number of points
Farmers a District wide issue not just a rural one. Council needs to |with the strategy some of which the Council has supported

stay within its jurisdictional area and ensure it complies
with its own consents. Council needs to use education
and incentives to achieve outcomes. Strategy does not
consider contaminated land (hazardous substances).

in its decision.

The Council has made the following changes in response
to the submission:

1. Vision Statement - The Council supports the
addition of economic well being to the vision
statement and considers that it is an important
component of environmental wellbeing.

2. Theme 1 Council and community leadership
and action - The request to add the additional
possible action: That Council will ensure that new
development  will not overload existing
infrastructure and lead to breaches of consent
conditions is supported in principle. It is noted
that possible actions in relation to strategic
infrastructure planning have been incorporated in
the Sustainable Communities Chapter a cross
reference has been added.

3. Theme 2 Sustainable Rural Environment and
Land Use — The request to amend the title so that
it reads “Sustainable District Wide Use,
Development and Subdivision”. The Council
considered that while some of the goals and
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Sub Name Summary Draft Decisions
No.

actions under this heading applied to the rural
environment others such as water quality applied
equally to urban areas. For this reason the
Council decided to amend the heading of Theme
2 to read Sustainable Environment and Land Use.
4. Goal Focus residential and rural-residential
growth around existing settlements to protect
prime agricultural soils — The submitter
requested the addition of a further possible action:
That the Council remained flexible and consider
impacts on high quality soils on a case by case
basis. In considering this matter the Council
supported the overall strategy of focused
development around existing settlements. The
Council noted that this strategy is consistent with
the policy direction in Future Proof and the Growth
Strategy. The Council noted that the wording of
the goal enabled some flexibility in that it used the
word “focus™. In this regard the Council wanted to
make it clear that it was not the intent of this goal
to limit rural dwellings where they are clearly
integral to farming operations. The Council noted
that the Growth Strategy clearly contemplated
limited additional rural residential areas
particularly in circumstances where significant
environmental gains can be made and considered
that this matter should be listed as an additional
possible action to be considered further as part of
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Sub Name Summary Draft Decisions
No.

the District Plan review: Consider providing
limited additional opportunities for rural residential
activities particularly where significant
environmental gains are made.

5. Goal — Future generations inherit healthy and
productive soils. The Council agrees with the
submitter and considers that an additional issue
needs to be added to differentiate between soils
that have been contaminated by hazardous
substances and gradual accumulation of
contaminants in soils. Refer to amended version
of Environment Strategy.

6. Goal — To improve water quality within the
District. The submitter has requested a number
of changes in respect of this goal and the issues
and actions that relate to it. The Council
considers that the Goal to improve water quality
within the District should remain as proposed.
The goal reflects the importance of agencies and
the community working collaboratively together.
The roles of the respective agencies will be
considered further through Phase 2 of the
Strategy. In respect of the possible action related
to farm management plans. The Council
considers that the possible action should be
amended to delete the word require. It does not
agree that the action should be deleted entirely
and notes that for these actions the strategy
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Sub Name Summary Draft Decisions
No.

states that the intent is to work collaboratively with
agencies and stakeholders. The Council
considers that the intent as to what collaborate
means could be clarified further by adding the
words “ to avoid duplication of
regulatory/administrative functions”. It is not
considered necessary to amend bullet point 9 as
requested. The issue raised by the submitter will
be a matter to consider as part of the District Plan
review. The Council supports the addition of a
further possible action related to on-site
wastewater systems. The matter raised regarding
municipal systems is already covered under
Theme One and a cross reference can be added
to clarify this further.

7. Goal — To protect, enhance, restore and
reconnect indigenous habitats to improve
their long term viability. The request to
consider financial incentives for individual and
community led projects is supported in principle.
The Council also considers that the concept of
incentives should be broadened to include other
types of incentives as well.

8. Goal — To protect the unique and special
landscape features within Waipa. The Council
understands the issues raised and the need to
consider the impact on landowners. In the list of
possible actions the Council has signalled the

Document Number 10010562




STRATEGIC PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

COMMITTEE MINUTES

2 FEBRUARY 2010

Sub Name Summary Draft Decisions
No.
need to consider a range of methods both
regulatory and non-regulatory. The most
appropriate methods will be considered further as
part of the District Plan review.
EO02 Te Awamutu Community | The submitter considers protecting unique habitats; | The Council notes the points raised about the need to
Board managing growth, water conservation and zero waste are | better connect with the community. This issue is
the main issues. Council needs to build relationships with | acknowledged in a number of Theme areas, goals, issues
community and organisations - communicate and consult | and actions in the Draft Strategy. In addition ideas and
in a manner that suits the community rather than just the | suggestions for improvement on consultation methods and
Council. processes would be welcomed. The suggestions for
priority areas are noted and are included in the proposed
list of priorities. Actions related to the priorities areas will
be developed further as part of Phase Il of the
Environment Strategy.
EO3 Cambridge Community | The submitter states that Council needs to avoid | The issue raised about duplication is noted. The intent of
Board duplication of policies etc that are covered by other | the Environment Strategy is to ensure collaboration
agencies to avoid additional costs to the ratepayers. between agencies and key stakeholders. Collaboration is
interpreted in the Strategy as meaning “avoiding
duplication, recognising the specific roles and
responsibilities of each agency and making the best use of
available resources” (Theme 1, Goal 2). The further
definition of roles and responsibilities will be assisted by
the Regional Policy Statement review as well as Phase |l
of the Environment Strategy.
EO4 Cambridge Tree Trust The submitter suggests ways for Council to improve | The Council agrees with the submitter that it is important

existing walkways and connect through developing new
cycleways and walkways. Improve riverside habitats/vistas

to provide good connections both within and between
areas. The need to improve connections has been
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Sub Name Summary Draft Decisions

No.
and make it more accessible to visitors. identified as an issue within the Strategy and a number of

possible actions have been identified. A number of the
suggested improvements have been incorporated within
the Cambridge Town Plan. Parks work programmes and
the Annual Plan process provides opportunities to
implement these requests.

EO5 Alan Hall The submitter emphasises the need to have accurate and | The Council agrees that it is important to have formal
detailed lists of heritage items based on agreed criteria. | criteria to assess heritage resources. The need for the
Need to encourage t ngata whenua involvement. The | criteria is recognised within the Heritage and Culture
submitter also suggests that there is the need to avoid | Theme. A number of possible actions have been
being over protective and to focus on protecting a | identified as to how increased t ngata whenua
representative selection rather than all sites. involvement in heritage protection in the District could be

facilitated. An additional possible action of investigating
t ngata whenua representation on the Heritage Council
has also been added.

EO6 NZ Transport Agency The submitter notes that transport networks and land use | The Council accepts and acknowledges the support from
closely link into the concept of sustainability and require | NZTA to the direction taken in the Draft Strategy. It is
integrated planning. NZTA supports a number of goals | noted that the preparation of Waipa Transport Strategy is
that reflect this including the development of a Waipa | underway.

Integrated transport strategy and implementation of urban
design protocol principles.
EQ7 Dr Alison Dewes, Ag First | The submitter considers that soil health and avoiding | The Council agrees that it is necessary to specify

Waikato

contamination,  developments and  activities in
inappropriate locations and poor land use practice are the
main issues. Suggests the strategy would be improved by
including quantifiable targets. Encourage collective
partnerships. Specify clear targets, goals, incentives and
have a regulatory backstop to deter bad practice. Show

guantifiable goals and targets and notes that this will occur
as part of Phase Il of the Strategy. It is noted that the
issue of inappropriate locations and poor land use
practices has been identified as a priority action. The
submitter queries whether the Primary Sector Water
Partnership has been a success. In response the Council
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No.
leadership, supply incentives and education to assist in | has decided to refer to other examples.
collectively lifting our game.

EO8 Kevin Cristie EcoFX Ltd; | The submitter considers protecting the long term viability | The Council acknowledges the submitters support for the

PO Box 248 Otorohanga of indigenous habitats is the main issue. The submitter | Strategy. The Council agrees that emphasis needs to be

suggests Council focus on long term sustainable land use. | placed on working with landowners to promote retention
Work collaboratively with landowners. Acquire land for | and long term viability of indigenous habitat.
buffering sensitive areas and encourage wetlands to
improve run off.

EQ09 Environment Waikato The submitter fully supports the proactive and strategic | Accept. The Council notes the general support for the

approach reflected in the Draft Environment Strategy. It is
important the EW and Waipa District Council are
consistent in our approaches and implementation
mechanisms.  Council needs to include flexibility to
incorporate any directions given in the reviewed RPS.
Some actions in the strategy are best implemented
through regional mechanisms rather than local authority
mechanisms and Strategy should note this.

Strategy. In respect of the issues raised the Council has

made the following decisions:

1. Theme 2, Potential for duplication: The Council
supports the need for further discussion about roles
and responsibilities. Amendments have been made to
the strategy to make it clear that it is not the intent to
duplicate functions. In particular additional text has
been added to Theme 2, Goal 3, Issue 1 in respect of
water quality to make this clear. The text related to
farm plans has also been amended to state that farm
plans will be encouraged rather than required. Waipa
District Council agrees that further discussion through
Phase Il of the strategy will assist in clarifying defining
roles and responsibilities in respect of these matters

2. Theme 2, Rural residential development — Theme 2,
Goal 1, Issue 1 the Council agrees the issue needs to
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Sub
No.

Name

Summary

Draft Decisions

be changed to refer to supply of rural residential land.

3. Theme 4, Infrastructure planning. Goal 4 states that
there is “High quality and strategic infrastructure
planning that enables Waipa to grow”. Concern is
raised that the wording of the goal may be interpreted
to predict growth and then provide infrastructure as
opposed to the co-ordination of infrastructure with land
use planning. The Council considers that both growth
management and land use planning do involve an
element of prediction with the overall outcome being
co-ordination. Amendments have been made to the
goals in an attempt to make this clearer.

4. Theme 4, Energy — The Council agrees that an
additional issue relating to Energy use should be
added to the strategy. Refer to the amended strategy.

E10

Aggregate Quarry Ass. of
NZ, C/o Graeme Mathieson

The submitter states that aggregate and mineral
resources need to be acknowledged as important
resources in accordance with Future Proof and Waipa
2050. Zoning and policy provisions should not restrict
access to identified mineral resources or allow reverse
sensitivity issues to deny access to them. The potential
conflict between unique and special landscape features
and access to mineral resources needs to be carefully
managed. Quarries are temporary features and adverse
effects can be managed through the resource consent
process.

The Council agrees that the Draft Strategy needs to be
amended to include appropriate recognition of the
importance of aggregate and mineral resources. The
following changes have been made in association with this
submission:

1. Theme 2: Sustainable Environment and Land Use:
Add sentences to the Background recognising the
significance of aggregate/mineral resources and that
access to resources is becoming increasingly difficult
as development intensity increases.

2. Theme 2, Goal 1: Add “and access to mineral
resources where appropriate” to the Goal.
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3. Theme 2, Goal 1: Add ‘and aggregate/mineral
extraction’ after farm practices in the current state
section.

4. Goal 1, Possible actions: Amend the possible action
relating to reverse sensitivity to include “access to
mineral resources”.

5. Goal 1, Possible action relating to managing rural
issues such as noise and odour. The Counclil
considers that it is not necessary to specifically
mention extractive industries under this action.

6. Goal: To protect the unique and special landscape
features within Waipa: The request to add a
statement that the mining of aggregate and mineral
resources can occur within special landscape
character areas is not accepted. It is noted that the
submitter will have the opportunity to comment on
landscape character areas and rules as part of the
District Plan Review.

Ell

Perry Resources

Ltd.,
Mathieson

Clo

(2008)
Graeme

as per EO 10 above

The Council agrees that the Draft Strategy needs to be
amended to include appropriate recognition of the
importance of aggregate and mineral resources. The
following changes have been made in association with this
submission:

1. Theme 2. Sustainable Environment and Land Use:
Add sentences to the Background recognising the
significance of aggregate/mineral resources and that
access to resources is becoming increasingly difficult
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Name
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as development intensity increases.

Theme 2, Goal 1. Add “and access to mineral
resources where appropriate” to the Goal.

Theme 2, Goal 1: Add ‘and aggregate/mineral
extraction’ after farm practices in the current state
section.

Goal 1, Possible actions: Amend the possible action
relating to reverse sensitivity to include “access to
mineral resources”.

Goal 1, Possible action relating to managing rural
issues such as noise and odour. The Counclil
considers that it is not necessary to specifically
mention extractive industries under this action.

Goal: To protect the unique and special landscape
features within Waipa: The request to add a
statement that the mining of aggregate and mineral
resources can occur within special landscape
character areas is not accepted. It is noted that the
submitter will have the opportunity to comment on
landscape character areas and rules as part of the
District Plan Review.

E12

Mighty River Power

The submitter generally supports the strategy, but caution
that the following matters are of importance:

- enabling ongoing operation of existing Waikato hydro
system

- managing reverse sensitivity associated with growth

- water supply planning

- river corridor hazard management

The Council acknowledges support for the strategy and
has made the following amendments in respect of the
submission:

1.

Theme 1, Goal 2, Issue 1, Possible Action 2: This
action has been amended to include other appropriate
agencies such as Mighty River Power.

. Theme 2, Goal 1 — The request to amend the goal to
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include the words “where appropriate” has been made.
It is agreed that in some situations expansions of
existing settlements may not be appropriate.

3. Theme 2, Goal 1, Issue 1, Possible Action 4. The
request to add reverse sensitivity effects on existing
activities and natural resources including productive
soils is accepted.

4. Theme 2, Goal 5 — The concerns of the submitter are
noted. There will be the opportunity to comment on
landscape character areas and associated methods as
part of the District Plan Review.

5. Theme 4, Goal 4, Issue 1, Possible Action 5—The
request to add ‘infrastructure providers’ as well as
utility companies is supported

6. Theme 4, Goal 6, Possible Action 2 — The request
to consider flood hazard management in respect of
climate change is supported

7. Figure 1 — Comments in respect of the place of the
Environment Strategy in the policy hierarchy is noted.
The Environment Strategy has been developed to be
consistent with Waipa 2050 and Future Proof and the
vision for the District. The Environment Strategy will
be used to inform future reviews of the Growth
Strategy. A link between the Environment Strategy and
the Growth Strategy has been included.

8. The request to add reference to the Waikato
Catchment Enhancement and Ecological Trust in
action points is accepted. Refer to the amended
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Strategy.
E13 Department of The submitter outlines the mutual interest with Council in a | In general the Council agrees with a number of the

Conservation

number of areas in the District and is also a significant
partner for the Council. Council could better assist
existing groups (eg Waikato Biodiversity Forum) to provide
advice to landowners. A number of wording changes are
proposed to clarify and refine the Strategy.

changes suggested. The following substantive changes

have been made in response to the submission. The

minor changes identified in the submission have been
made and the submitter is referred to the amended
version of the Strategy:

1. Theme 1 Goal 2, Issue 1, Possible Action 2: The
possible action related to plans and strategies has
been amended to refer to the Department of
Conservation.

2. Theme 2, Goal 4, Issue 3 Drainage has been added
to the issue and text has been added recognising
Waipa District’s current rules relating to drainage.

3. Theme 2, Goal 2, Issue 3 The possible action related
to consideration of restrictions on peat soils has been
expanded to include other land use activities.
Collaboration with Environment Waikato will be
required to assess appropriate roles and
responsibilities.

4. Theme 2, Goal 4, Issue 2 The current action has been
expanded to refer to a range of protection
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mechanisms including QE Il covenants. The Waikato
Biodiversity Forum has been added as a current
action.

5. Theme 2, Goal 4, Issue 3 The Council agrees that
drainage is a threat to peat lakes and has accordingly
amended the issue to incorporate drainage.

6. Theme 2, Goal 5 The identified issue relating to
landscape has not been amended to incorporate
natural character. The Council notes that natural
character is a key element of landscape assessment
along with a range of other factors.

7. Theme 3, Goal 1, Issue 2, Possible Action An
additional action has been added to reflect the
possibility of collaboration between agencies in the
promotion of heritage sites.

El4

Auckland Waikato Fish and
Game: David Klee

The submitter supports the broad goals of the Strategy.
Need to manage conflict between prime agricultural land
and indigenous habitats while ensuring that game bird
hunters have access to hunting sites/public lakes.

After considering the issues raised by the submitter the
Council considers that continued access to hunting sites /
public lakes should be recognised within the strategy. An
amendment to the list of possible actions under Theme 2,
Goal 1, Issue 1 has been made.

E15

Waikato Biodiversity
Forum: Moira Cursey

The submitter generally supports the Strategy and
recommends some changes. Research, monitoring and
partnerships are very important. The Biodiversity Forum
could assist. How to prioritise actions so they can be
funded will be the next step.

The Council acknowledges the important work carried out
by the Biodiversity forum and has added the Forum as a
current action under appropriate issues. The Biodiversity
Forum will be invited to participate in the development of
Phase Il of the Strategy.
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E16

Pirongia Te Aroaro O Kahu
Restoration Society: Clare
St Pierre

The submitter considers a lack of specific data collection
and analysis to fully define issues is a problem, and
pervasive statements of issues should not be applied to
our District as a result. Pirongia is an iconic landscape
and important native habitat. Council can assist the
Society in promoting sustainable lifestyles and community
solutions. There is a danger in implementing actions
without a critical assessment/ data collection and analysis
to define precisely what the current situation is. Changes
in practices will not necessarily raise costs and Council
could take action in looking for ways to make current
activities into revenue earners.

The Council agrees that data gathering and a critical
assessment of issues is required before methods are
implemented. This is the first phase of the water
conservation strategy.

Theme 2 Goal 4 has been amended to appropriately
recognise the significance of the temperate forest on
Mount Pirongia.

The Council is very supportive of the work undertaken by
the Pirongia Te Aroaro o Kahu Restoration Society and
has amended the strategy to include the work undertaken
by the Society as a current action.

E1l7

P Vincent

The submitter states that Waipa needs to maintain
existing wetlands and bush properly.

The Council agrees that ongoing appropriate management
of existing wetlands and bush areas is important. The
Environment Strategy signals that management of wetland
and native bush areas requires a collaborative effort
between landowners and agencies. The Council
contributions are made and budgeted for through the 10
Year Plan process.

E18

Fred and Cathy Boggis

The submitters states that Council should protect what we
have now before too much is gone.

The comments made are noted. The Council has a
number of workstreams planned and underway that seek
to protect the valued characteristics of Waipa.
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E19 Mark Waters The submitter states that Council has lost face with the | The comments are noted. The implementation of the
community. The community feels they don® listen. | identified actions may assist with the issues that have
Growth should be sustainable and add to the community | been identified. The first step in this process is the
not detract from it. development of Phase Il of the Environment Strategy.
E20 Barbara Pranger The submitter considers water, soil and air quality are a | The following amendments have been made in response
priority. Constant growth is not essential for a sustainable | to the issue raised in this submission:
community. Rural residential development does not
destroy productivity of the soil. Reverse sensitivity - if | 1. Theme 2 has been amended to refer to Sustainable
subdivision creates negative impacts then it shouldn® be Environment and Land Use reflecting that some of the
allowed. Council could be a leader in sustainability and matters referred to under this theme relate to both
stop using agrichemicals. urban and rural areas. The background to the theme
areas has also been amended to reflect the
importance of air, soil and water quality to residents of
the District.

2. Trends over the past few years in respect of rural
residential subdivision have shown that rural
development has taken place on high quality soils.
The point raised about reverse sensitivity has been
reinforced under Theme 2, Goal 1, Possible Action 4.

3. Theme 1, Goal 1, Issue 1 relates to the Council's
environmental practises. The consideration of the
agrichemicals that are used by Council has been
added to the list of possible actions.

E21 Unknown The submitter seeks to separate Council resource control | The Council notes the following in response to the

issues from local council building controls.

submission. The Building Act requires the Council to
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issue building consents that require planning consents.
However, in circumstances where the planning consent
has not been obtained by the time the building consent is
issued then a section 37 notice is put on the building
consent. This means that works are not permitted to start
until the planning consent has been issued.

E22

Peter Fulton-Bevers

The submitter notes that the majority of Waipa homes
were built before insulation was mandatory, and there are
health benefits in retrofitting and a number of methods
available. As a part of any new building consent for
alterations or additions of any kind, a requirement to
insulate the entire home to current standards would be
mandatory.

The Council is limited in the actions it can take under
section 112 of the Building Act. Section 112 only enables
the Council to require additional works (ie to areas of a
dwelling/building that are not proposed to be altered)
where it is related to the means of escape from fire and
provision of disabled access.

E23

Hamilton City Council

The submitter is in general support of the Strategy and
considers it to be in accordance with Future Proof, but has
some specific comments on rural residential and non-rural
land use location, TDR function, protecting and enhancing
indigenous habitats, improving stream water quality, and
sustainable transport. The submitter emphasises the
desirability of working with adjoining Councils to address
cross boundary issues. The submitter also comments it is
unclear how actions will be incorporated and prioritised in
the final Strategy.

In general the Council agrees with a number of points
raised in the submission. The following decisions have
been made in response to the submission:

1. Theme 2, Goal 1, Issue 1, Possible Action 3 — The
description about the alternative uses in the rural
areas has been amended to state that it is those uses
that have traditionally required a rural setting. This
matter will be further refined during the District Plan
Review.

2. Theme 2, Goal 4, Issue 1, Possible Action 4- It is
not considered necessary to amend this point to
make reference to Future Proof. The Strategy was
developed in accordance with Future Proof. It is
considered appropriate to add Future Proof to the
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diagram in Figure 1 to make this clear.

3. Theme 2, Goal 4, Issue 2, Possible Action 4 — The
Council’s position on TDRs will be developed further
through the Plan Review. It is identified in the
Strategy as a possible action that will need further
action including discussions with Future Proof
partners.

4. Collaboration — The Council agrees that there are
benefits from working together on a range of matters
including those identified in the letter and has
identified this in a number of places in the strategy. In
response to this request the Council has added a
further issue to Theme 1, Goal 2, Issue 2, Cross
Boundary Effects — Use of different regulatory
approaches

5. Theme 4, Goal 2, Issue 1: The issue has been
reworded to in a more positive light and the Council
agrees that there are benefits in working together on
this issue. The Council is currently preparing an
Integrated Transport Strategy which should provide
an opportunity for this to happen.

E24

Sustainable Cambridge Inc.
Jenny Wilson

The submitter considers that engaging the community
through education and encouragement is the key issue.
Promoting initiatives that impact positively on community
health. Sustainable Cambridge could work in partnership
with Council towards achieving goals. The Vision
statement should be changed to an outcome statement.

The Council notes the submitters support for the strategy
and particularly for those initiatives related to education.
Phase Il of the Strategy will develop these actions further.

The opposition to the Vision statement is noted. The
Council has decided to retain the Vision Statement largely
as proposed and notes it is important that the statement
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has both a community and a natural environment focus.

The Council has considered the point raised in the
submission regarding peak oil and has decided to amend
the current state of Theme 4, Goal 2 and Goal 7 to
recognise peak oil. This leads to possible issues and
actions related to transport.

E25

Cambridge Chamber
Commerce: Julie Epps

of

The submitter considers the main issues are connecting
people with the environment, promoting character and
sense of place and managing growth and development.
The submitter suggests that Council demonstrate
leadership by more @®ands on®©initiatives. The vision
statement should be changed

The Council has made the following decision in response

to the issues raised in the submission:

1. Add a new goal Local Food Growing to Theme 4
Sustainable Communities — The Council agrees that
local food growing promotes sustainability. This point
is recognised within the strategy in Theme 1, Goal 5,
Issue 1 related to connecting communities with the
environment and refers to the Kihikihi community
garden as an example. An additional action has also
been added to Theme 4 Goal 7 to consider reviewing
District Plan bulk and location requirements to facilitate
home food growing.

2. Issue of Fuel and fertiliser costs — Amendments
have been made to the current state of Theme 4, Goal
2 and Goal 7 to recognise these issues. This leads to
possible issues and actions related to transport. An
additional action has also been added to Theme 4
Goal 7 to consider reviewing District Plan bulk and
location requirements to facilitate home food growing.

3. Theme 1, Goal 1, Issue 1 — The Council agrees with
the addition of a further possible action relating to the
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promotion of more hands on initiatives such as
provision of bicycles for public use and fruit trees in
Council reserves

4. Rewording of Vision Statement — The Council
appreciates the issue raised and has decided to retain
the statement largely as proposed. The suggestions
may assist the Council in considering how the Council
promotes the strategy

E26

Bill Garland

The submitter considers that Council should ensure that
land or building owners shouldn® have to solely fund
works that provide public good benefits (eg protecting
indigenous habitat, heritage buildings). Council has a role
to support and encourage individual's actions that improve
the environment.

Should Council wish to get involved in soil management
this would best be achieved through an in-house sall
management expertise and working with landowners - but
avoid duplication with EW.

The Council notes the comments made in the submission
and considers that the trade offs between protecting a
building or feature for ‘public good’ and the effect that has
on private landowners will be investigated further during
the District Plan Review. Incentives that facilitate
protection as well as regulation will need to be considered.
Ways in which improved soil management practices in the
District can be facilitated will be considered further in
collaboration with Environment Waikato. @ The RPS
Review provides a vehicle for this to happen.
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Environment Strategy Workshop Recommendations

Council and Community
Leadership and Action

1.

Goal 2: Add “...to achieve sustainable outcomes” at
the end of goal 2. Avoid overlap of regulation.

Goal 5 — reword second sentence to “Waipa District
Council facilitates and supports local organisations
and individuals to be regularly involved in
environmental care and education activities.”

Add a new goal to focus/increase emphasis on
education.

Goal 1 - New issue — Waipa District Council needs to
set its own high standards to achieve genuine
sustainable outcomes not just cost effective options.
Add new possible actions —

Establish an environmental youth forum

Assist in establishing a Sustainable Cambridge
Education Centre

Educate community on water use

The following amendments to the strategy have been

made:

1. Amendment 1 and 2 are supported and the strategy
has been amended.

2. Amendment 3 education initiatives are identified as
specific actions under Theme 1, Goal 5 to facilitate
increased links between the health and wellbeing of
the environment and our own health. A new goal is
not required.

3. Amendment 4 is already included under Theme 1,
Goal 1, Issue 1

4. Amendment 5 The additional possible actions have

been included in the relevant sections of the Strategy.
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Sustainable
Environment

Rural

Reword Goal one by adding ‘Where appropriate to
the end of goal statement.

a. Issue 1 — reword to manage supply

Goal 2 - Add issues and actions regarding land
contaminated with hazardous substances as distinct
from gradual accumulation by agricultural activities

a. Issue 2 — drainage, oxidation and compaction of
peat are the issues not settlement
Goal 3 — consider changing to maintain as improve is
rather ambitious
a. Issue is bigger than the water quality goal and is
actually two separate matters. One relates to
reverse sensitivity (see Goal 1) and the other is
about landuse practices in  sensitive
environments.

Goal 4 — need to recognise the community good in
securing protection on private land — landowners
should not be disadvantaged when acting for public
good.

Goal 5 — Need to include 'natural character’

a. Need to ensure policy and actions don'’t conflict

— eg native plantings in a view shaft.

The following amendments to the strategy have been to
the strategy

1.

Amendment 1 and 2 are supported and the strategy
has been amended.

Amendment 3 to the Water Quality goal is not
supported. The Council considers that the strategy is
aspirational and that the District should be aiming for
improved water quality. Priority should be placed on
streams / waterways / lakes that originate within the
District.

Amendment 4 No further amendments are considered
necessary. A number of the actions identified in this
theme area identify the importance of community good
and further investigation will occur through the District
Plan review.

Amendment 5 The Council considers that it is not
considered necessary to amend the goal to refer to
natural character. Natural character along with other
elements are key factors in landscape assessment.
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Heritage and Culture

1. Additional actions:

Closer liaison  with Nz
Association

Work more closely with T ngata Whenua to
identify sites of significance

Heritage needs to be considered as part of the

urban design toolbox

Archaeological

The Council notes that proposed additional action 1 and 2
are already recognised under Theme 3, Goal 2, Issue 1.

An amendment has been made to Theme 3, Goal 3, Issue
1, Possible Action 2 to include “through building design”.

Sustainable Communities

1. Amend Goal 4

(infrastructure) to incorporate
sustainability principles - reflect planned growth with
planned infrastructure

2. Amend goal 6 to include peak oil issue
3. Add additional

goal focussing on local food

production - “Grow local, buy local’

4. Actions — public transport — add other options like car

pooling, ride sharing, service organisations

5. Issue —energy efficiency — amend to say initial costs

are high

6. Issue —renewable generation — Reword to “Releasing

the potential for appropriate small scale domestic
renewable energy generation activities.

7. Add new issue re managing the effects of peak olil
8. Add new

issue — Rebuilding social/community
networks, providing facilities within local walking
distances, shared gardens, buying local

Amendments 1,2,5,6 are supported and the strategy has
been amended to incorporate these matters.

Amendment 4 is supported as it relates to the
implementation of the outcomes of the Waipa Integrated
Transport Strategy an additional possible action has been
added to Theme 4, Goal 2, Issue 1.

Amendment 7 - A separate issue relating to peak oil has
not been incorporated but has been included within the
Energy Goal.

Amendments 3 and 8 are already provided for under
actions related to Theme 1, Goal 5.
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The meeting adjourned for the morning tea break at 10.39am and reconvened at 10.55am.

8 FUTURE PROOF (SUB-REGIONAL GROWTH STRATEGY) UPDATE

File: 65-06-36
Area of Influence Study

Manager — Strategy, G Knighton said a proliferation of rural residential development
around Hamilton has put demands on city services and the Hamilton City Council
were concerned, and sought the opportunity to be advised of such developments to
determine if they would seek to have input on the proposals. The type of
developments of interest would include major plan changes.

Hamilton City Council, Waikato District Council and Waipa District Council were
assessing how such an outcome could be achieved, possibly with joint consideration
of applications by the Future Proof partners who may then make a formal submission
on the application.

Southern Sector Study

Mr Knighton said the study was now underway, with the work to be undertaken by
Beca, and completion expected by the end of March 2010. The study will
recommend the preferred land use pattern and associated infrastructure
requirements for the project area.

RESOLVED
3/10/06

That the information be received.
Councillor Lee / Councillor Cox

There being no further business the meeting closed at 11.2am.

CONFIRMED AS A TRUE AND ACCURATE RECORD

CHAIRPERSON

DATE:
Completed and dispatched: 3 February 2010
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Minutes of a meeting of the Strategic Planning & Development Committee held in the Council
Chambers, Waipa District Council, 101 Bank Street, Te Awamutu on Tuesday 2 February
2010 commencing at 9.00am.

1 PRESENT
Councillor GRP Webber - Chairperson
Members
His Worship the Mayor AD Livingston; Councillors — EH Barnes, MEH Cox, LWE
Hoverd, GH Jull, PL Lee, EC Newlands [from 9.17am], GG Scaramuzza, DL Sharpe,
GW Simmons, BJ Taranaki, BS Thomas.
Public
There was one member of the public in attendance.
Others
Chief Executive, G Dyet; Deputy Chief Executive & Group Manager Planning and
Community Relationships, R McNeil; Manager — Strategy, G Knighton; Strategic &
District Planning Team Leader, F Hill, Committee Secretary, S King.
2 DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS' INTERESTS
There were no disclosures.
3 APOLOGIES
RESOLVED
3/10/01
That the apology for non attendance from committee member G Roberts be
received.
Councillor Lee / Councillor Simmons
RESOLVED
3/10/02
That the apology for lateness from Councillor Newlands be received.
Councillor Lee / Councillor Sharpe
4 LATE ITEMS

There were no late items.
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CONFIRMATION OF ORDER OF MEETING

File: 01-85-30

RESOLVED
3/10/03

That the order of the meeting be confirmed.

Councillor Thomas / Councillor Taranaki

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

File: 01-85-30
Minutes of Meeting held on 8 December 2009 were included in the agenda.

RESOLVED
3/10/04

That the minutes of the meeting held on 8 December 2009, as circulated, be
confirmed as a true and accurate record of proceedings, subject to the inclusion of
an apology for non attendance from Councillor Barnes for the reconvened meeting
held on 15 December 2009.

Councillor Sharpe / Councillor Thomas

DISTRICT PLAN REVIEW UPDATE

File: 65-06-36

Deputy Chief Executive/Group Manager Planning and Community Relationships, R
McNeil said the indicative decisions made at the December 2009 meeting to the draft
Environment Strategy and the draft Town Concept Plans were signalled to be
presented to the February meeting. However, the additional information sought from
Adam Thompson to be incorporated into the draft Town Concept Plans was received
subsequent the agenda preparation and would therefore be included in the March
meeting.

Strategic and District Planning Team Leader, F Hill said the amended draft
Environment Strategy and associated indicative decisions were presented for
consideration. The District Plan review programme had been revised and she
provided an outline of the schedule as presented in the agenda, noting the
notification period must allow a minimum of 40 days. The local government elections
to be held on 9 October and the notification of Environment Waikato’s draft Regional
Policy Statement were key factors in the revised timeframe.
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Mrs Hill said a combination of press releases and ‘Word on Waipa’ would be used to
convey information to and encourage feedback from the public. She advised the
information to be presented in the Word on Waipa and via Council’'s website would
be a more conversational style than technical in nature jargon style. A suggestion
was raised that Youth Council members could participate in the preparation of the
information in order to aid comprehension.

Mrs Hill outlined the implications of the revised programme and elections, noting the
current Council would approve, prior to the elections, the proposed District Plan for
public notification and the incoming Council would consider the submissions.

Members were then guided through the amended draft Environment Strategy, with
the opportunity taken to make further changes to the draft document. In particular,
the Committee resolved to make the following changes:

Incorporation of appropriate references to the Waikato River Settlement
throughout the document;

Inclusion of bush areas such as Kakepuku and Maungatautari on page 11;

Reassessment of the positioning of current and possible (to be renamed
‘probable’) actions noted to achieve consistency across the entire document,
with the re;

Addition of Mt Kakepuku as an example of Council working closely with the
Department of Conservation on page 13;

Alteration of references to Iwi liaison listed on page 15 to highlight the strong
current consultation including assistance in the preparation of Iwi
management plans;

Removal of specific mention of Sustainable Cambridge on page 18 to avoid
limiting intention to one organisation;

Renaming of theme two on page 20 to read “sustainable land use”;

Reworking of the background section on page 20 to ensure consistency with
the renamed title;

Reassessment of the current state section; and

Minor formatting and editing adjustments.
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RESOLVED
3/10/05

That

a)

b)

d)

the information be received;

the schedule of draft decisions on the Environment Strategy, attached below, as
amended after the consideration of submissions in December 2009 be
confirmed;

the Environment Strategy as amended after the consideration of submissions in
December 2009 be recommended to Council for adoption; and,

the amended District Plan review project milestones, as presented below, are
noted and supported:

February 2010 — finalise Environment Strategy

March 2010 - finalise Town Concept Plans / overview of DP feedback
received to date and outcomes of research work

April 2010 — discussion / workshop with Committee on draft Policy
directions

May 2010 — consultation with community on policy options and draft
rules

June 2010 — August 2010 - finalising Plan in conjunction with
Committee

September 2010 — final Plan workshop with Council
October 2010 — Council approval to notify plan.

Mayor Livingston / Councillor Taranaki.
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DRAFT DECISIONS ON SUBMISSIONS LODGED TO ENVIRONMENT STRATEGY

Sub Name Summary Draft Decisions

No.

EO1 Waikato Federated | Submitter comments that sustainable air water and soil is | Accept in part. The submitter raised a number of points
Farmers a District wide issue not just a rural one. Council needs to |with the strategy some of which the Council has supported

stay within its jurisdictional area and ensure it complies
with its own consents. Council needs to use education
and incentives to achieve outcomes. Strategy does not
consider contaminated land (hazardous substances).

in its decision.

The Council has made the following changes in response
to the submission:

1. Vision Statement - The Council supports the
addition of economic well being to the vision
statement and considers that it is an important
component of environmental wellbeing.

2. Theme 1 Council and community leadership
and action - The request to add the additional
possible action: That Council will ensure that new
development  will not overload existing
infrastructure and lead to breaches of consent
conditions is supported in principle. It is noted
that possible actions in relation to strategic
infrastructure planning have been incorporated in
the Sustainable Communities Chapter a cross
reference has been added.

3. Theme 2 Sustainable Rural Environment and
Land Use — The request to amend the title so that
it reads “Sustainable District Wide Use,
Development and Subdivision”. The Council
considered that while some of the goals and
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Sub Name Summary Draft Decisions
No.

actions under this heading applied to the rural
environment others such as water quality applied
equally to urban areas. For this reason the
Council decided to amend the heading of Theme
2 to read Sustainable Environment and Land Use.
4. Goal Focus residential and rural-residential
growth around existing settlements to protect
prime agricultural soils — The submitter
requested the addition of a further possible action:
That the Council remained flexible and consider
impacts on high quality soils on a case by case
basis. In considering this matter the Council
supported the overall strategy of focused
development around existing settlements. The
Council noted that this strategy is consistent with
the policy direction in Future Proof and the Growth
Strategy. The Council noted that the wording of
the goal enabled some flexibility in that it used the
word “focus™. In this regard the Council wanted to
make it clear that it was not the intent of this goal
to limit rural dwellings where they are clearly
integral to farming operations. The Council noted
that the Growth Strategy clearly contemplated
limited additional rural residential areas
particularly in circumstances where significant
environmental gains can be made and considered
that this matter should be listed as an additional
possible action to be considered further as part of
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the District Plan review: Consider providing
limited additional opportunities for rural residential
activities particularly where significant
environmental gains are made.

5. Goal — Future generations inherit healthy and
productive soils. The Council agrees with the
submitter and considers that an additional issue
needs to be added to differentiate between soils
that have been contaminated by hazardous
substances and gradual accumulation of
contaminants in soils. Refer to amended version
of Environment Strategy.

6. Goal — To improve water quality within the
District. The submitter has requested a number
of changes in respect of this goal and the issues
and actions that relate to it. The Council
considers that the Goal to improve water quality
within the District should remain as proposed.
The goal reflects the importance of agencies and
the community working collaboratively together.
The roles of the respective agencies will be
considered further through Phase 2 of the
Strategy. In respect of the possible action related
to farm management plans. The Council
considers that the possible action should be
amended to delete the word require. It does not
agree that the action should be deleted entirely
and notes that for these actions the strategy
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states that the intent is to work collaboratively with
agencies and stakeholders. The Council
considers that the intent as to what collaborate
means could be clarified further by adding the
words “ to avoid duplication of
regulatory/administrative functions”. It is not
considered necessary to amend bullet point 9 as
requested. The issue raised by the submitter will
be a matter to consider as part of the District Plan
review. The Council supports the addition of a
further possible action related to on-site
wastewater systems. The matter raised regarding
municipal systems is already covered under
Theme One and a cross reference can be added
to clarify this further.

7. Goal — To protect, enhance, restore and
reconnect indigenous habitats to improve
their long term viability. The request to
consider financial incentives for individual and
community led projects is supported in principle.
The Council also considers that the concept of
incentives should be broadened to include other
types of incentives as well.

8. Goal — To protect the unique and special
landscape features within Waipa. The Council
understands the issues raised and the need to
consider the impact on landowners. In the list of
possible actions the Council has signalled the
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Sub Name Summary Draft Decisions
No.
need to consider a range of methods both
regulatory and non-regulatory. The most
appropriate methods will be considered further as
part of the District Plan review.
EO02 Te Awamutu Community | The submitter considers protecting unique habitats; | The Council notes the points raised about the need to
Board managing growth, water conservation and zero waste are | better connect with the community. This issue is
the main issues. Council needs to build relationships with | acknowledged in a number of Theme areas, goals, issues
community and organisations - communicate and consult | and actions in the Draft Strategy. In addition ideas and
in a manner that suits the community rather than just the | suggestions for improvement on consultation methods and
Council. processes would be welcomed. The suggestions for
priority areas are noted and are included in the proposed
list of priorities. Actions related to the priorities areas will
be developed further as part of Phase Il of the
Environment Strategy.
EO3 Cambridge Community | The submitter states that Council needs to avoid | The issue raised about duplication is noted. The intent of
Board duplication of policies etc that are covered by other | the Environment Strategy is to ensure collaboration
agencies to avoid additional costs to the ratepayers. between agencies and key stakeholders. Collaboration is
interpreted in the Strategy as meaning “avoiding
duplication, recognising the specific roles and
responsibilities of each agency and making the best use of
available resources” (Theme 1, Goal 2). The further
definition of roles and responsibilities will be assisted by
the Regional Policy Statement review as well as Phase |l
of the Environment Strategy.
EO4 Cambridge Tree Trust The submitter suggests ways for Council to improve | The Council agrees with the submitter that it is important

existing walkways and connect through developing new
cycleways and walkways. Improve riverside habitats/vistas

to provide good connections both within and between
areas. The need to improve connections has been
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No.
and make it more accessible to visitors. identified as an issue within the Strategy and a number of

possible actions have been identified. A number of the
suggested improvements have been incorporated within
the Cambridge Town Plan. Parks work programmes and
the Annual Plan process provides opportunities to
implement these requests.

EO5 Alan Hall The submitter emphasises the need to have accurate and | The Council agrees that it is important to have formal
detailed lists of heritage items based on agreed criteria. | criteria to assess heritage resources. The need for the
Need to encourage t ngata whenua involvement. The | criteria is recognised within the Heritage and Culture
submitter also suggests that there is the need to avoid | Theme. A number of possible actions have been
being over protective and to focus on protecting a | identified as to how increased t ngata whenua
representative selection rather than all sites. involvement in heritage protection in the District could be

facilitated. An additional possible action of investigating
t ngata whenua representation on the Heritage Council
has also been added.

EO6 NZ Transport Agency The submitter notes that transport networks and land use | The Council accepts and acknowledges the support from
closely link into the concept of sustainability and require | NZTA to the direction taken in the Draft Strategy. It is
integrated planning. NZTA supports a number of goals | noted that the preparation of Waipa Transport Strategy is
that reflect this including the development of a Waipa | underway.

Integrated transport strategy and implementation of urban
design protocol principles.
EQ7 Dr Alison Dewes, Ag First | The submitter considers that soil health and avoiding | The Council agrees that it is necessary to specify

Waikato

contamination,  developments and  activities in
inappropriate locations and poor land use practice are the
main issues. Suggests the strategy would be improved by
including quantifiable targets. Encourage collective
partnerships. Specify clear targets, goals, incentives and
have a regulatory backstop to deter bad practice. Show

guantifiable goals and targets and notes that this will occur
as part of Phase Il of the Strategy. It is noted that the
issue of inappropriate locations and poor land use
practices has been identified as a priority action. The
submitter queries whether the Primary Sector Water
Partnership has been a success. In response the Council
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No.
leadership, supply incentives and education to assist in | has decided to refer to other examples.
collectively lifting our game.

EO8 Kevin Cristie EcoFX Ltd; | The submitter considers protecting the long term viability | The Council acknowledges the submitters support for the

PO Box 248 Otorohanga of indigenous habitats is the main issue. The submitter | Strategy. The Council agrees that emphasis needs to be

suggests Council focus on long term sustainable land use. | placed on working with landowners to promote retention
Work collaboratively with landowners. Acquire land for | and long term viability of indigenous habitat.
buffering sensitive areas and encourage wetlands to
improve run off.

EQ09 Environment Waikato The submitter fully supports the proactive and strategic | Accept. The Council notes the general support for the

approach reflected in the Draft Environment Strategy. It is
important the EW and Waipa District Council are
consistent in our approaches and implementation
mechanisms.  Council needs to include flexibility to
incorporate any directions given in the reviewed RPS.
Some actions in the strategy are best implemented
through regional mechanisms rather than local authority
mechanisms and Strategy should note this.

Strategy. In respect of the issues raised the Council has

made the following decisions:

1. Theme 2, Potential for duplication: The Council
supports the need for further discussion about roles
and responsibilities. Amendments have been made to
the strategy to make it clear that it is not the intent to
duplicate functions. In particular additional text has
been added to Theme 2, Goal 3, Issue 1 in respect of
water quality to make this clear. The text related to
farm plans has also been amended to state that farm
plans will be encouraged rather than required. Waipa
District Council agrees that further discussion through
Phase Il of the strategy will assist in clarifying defining
roles and responsibilities in respect of these matters

2. Theme 2, Rural residential development — Theme 2,
Goal 1, Issue 1 the Council agrees the issue needs to
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Summary

Draft Decisions

be changed to refer to supply of rural residential land.

3. Theme 4, Infrastructure planning. Goal 4 states that
there is “High quality and strategic infrastructure
planning that enables Waipa to grow”. Concern is
raised that the wording of the goal may be interpreted
to predict growth and then provide infrastructure as
opposed to the co-ordination of infrastructure with land
use planning. The Council considers that both growth
management and land use planning do involve an
element of prediction with the overall outcome being
co-ordination. Amendments have been made to the
goals in an attempt to make this clearer.

4. Theme 4, Energy — The Council agrees that an
additional issue relating to Energy use should be
added to the strategy. Refer to the amended strategy.

E10

Aggregate Quarry Ass. of
NZ, C/o Graeme Mathieson

The submitter states that aggregate and mineral
resources need to be acknowledged as important
resources in accordance with Future Proof and Waipa
2050. Zoning and policy provisions should not restrict
access to identified mineral resources or allow reverse
sensitivity issues to deny access to them. The potential
conflict between unique and special landscape features
and access to mineral resources needs to be carefully
managed. Quarries are temporary features and adverse
effects can be managed through the resource consent
process.

The Council agrees that the Draft Strategy needs to be
amended to include appropriate recognition of the
importance of aggregate and mineral resources. The
following changes have been made in association with this
submission:

1. Theme 2: Sustainable Environment and Land Use:
Add sentences to the Background recognising the
significance of aggregate/mineral resources and that
access to resources is becoming increasingly difficult
as development intensity increases.

2. Theme 2, Goal 1: Add “and access to mineral
resources where appropriate” to the Goal.
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3. Theme 2, Goal 1: Add ‘and aggregate/mineral
extraction’ after farm practices in the current state
section.

4. Goal 1, Possible actions: Amend the possible action
relating to reverse sensitivity to include “access to
mineral resources”.

5. Goal 1, Possible action relating to managing rural
issues such as noise and odour. The Counclil
considers that it is not necessary to specifically
mention extractive industries under this action.

6. Goal: To protect the unique and special landscape
features within Waipa: The request to add a
statement that the mining of aggregate and mineral
resources can occur within special landscape
character areas is not accepted. It is noted that the
submitter will have the opportunity to comment on
landscape character areas and rules as part of the
District Plan Review.

Ell

Perry Resources

Ltd.,
Mathieson

Clo

(2008)
Graeme

as per EO 10 above

The Council agrees that the Draft Strategy needs to be
amended to include appropriate recognition of the
importance of aggregate and mineral resources. The
following changes have been made in association with this
submission:

1. Theme 2. Sustainable Environment and Land Use:
Add sentences to the Background recognising the
significance of aggregate/mineral resources and that
access to resources is becoming increasingly difficult
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as development intensity increases.

Theme 2, Goal 1. Add “and access to mineral
resources where appropriate” to the Goal.

Theme 2, Goal 1: Add ‘and aggregate/mineral
extraction’ after farm practices in the current state
section.

Goal 1, Possible actions: Amend the possible action
relating to reverse sensitivity to include “access to
mineral resources”.

Goal 1, Possible action relating to managing rural
issues such as noise and odour. The Counclil
considers that it is not necessary to specifically
mention extractive industries under this action.

Goal: To protect the unique and special landscape
features within Waipa: The request to add a
statement that the mining of aggregate and mineral
resources can occur within special landscape
character areas is not accepted. It is noted that the
submitter will have the opportunity to comment on
landscape character areas and rules as part of the
District Plan Review.

E12

Mighty River Power

The submitter generally supports the strategy, but caution
that the following matters are of importance:

- enabling ongoing operation of existing Waikato hydro
system

- managing reverse sensitivity associated with growth

- water supply planning

- river corridor hazard management

The Council acknowledges support for the strategy and
has made the following amendments in respect of the
submission:

1.

Theme 1, Goal 2, Issue 1, Possible Action 2: This
action has been amended to include other appropriate
agencies such as Mighty River Power.

. Theme 2, Goal 1 — The request to amend the goal to
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include the words “where appropriate” has been made.
It is agreed that in some situations expansions of
existing settlements may not be appropriate.

3. Theme 2, Goal 1, Issue 1, Possible Action 4. The
request to add reverse sensitivity effects on existing
activities and natural resources including productive
soils is accepted.

4. Theme 2, Goal 5 — The concerns of the submitter are
noted. There will be the opportunity to comment on
landscape character areas and associated methods as
part of the District Plan Review.

5. Theme 4, Goal 4, Issue 1, Possible Action 5—The
request to add ‘infrastructure providers’ as well as
utility companies is supported

6. Theme 4, Goal 6, Possible Action 2 — The request
to consider flood hazard management in respect of
climate change is supported

7. Figure 1 — Comments in respect of the place of the
Environment Strategy in the policy hierarchy is noted.
The Environment Strategy has been developed to be
consistent with Waipa 2050 and Future Proof and the
vision for the District. The Environment Strategy will
be used to inform future reviews of the Growth
Strategy. A link between the Environment Strategy and
the Growth Strategy has been included.

8. The request to add reference to the Waikato
Catchment Enhancement and Ecological Trust in
action points is accepted. Refer to the amended
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E13 Department of The submitter outlines the mutual interest with Council in a | In general the Council agrees with a number of the

Conservation

number of areas in the District and is also a significant
partner for the Council. Council could better assist
existing groups (eg Waikato Biodiversity Forum) to provide
advice to landowners. A number of wording changes are
proposed to clarify and refine the Strategy.

changes suggested. The following substantive changes

have been made in response to the submission. The

minor changes identified in the submission have been
made and the submitter is referred to the amended
version of the Strategy:

1. Theme 1 Goal 2, Issue 1, Possible Action 2: The
possible action related to plans and strategies has
been amended to refer to the Department of
Conservation.

2. Theme 2, Goal 4, Issue 3 Drainage has been added
to the issue and text has been added recognising
Waipa District’s current rules relating to drainage.

3. Theme 2, Goal 2, Issue 3 The possible action related
to consideration of restrictions on peat soils has been
expanded to include other land use activities.
Collaboration with Environment Waikato will be
required to assess appropriate roles and
responsibilities.

4. Theme 2, Goal 4, Issue 2 The current action has been
expanded to refer to a range of protection
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mechanisms including QE Il covenants. The Waikato
Biodiversity Forum has been added as a current
action.

5. Theme 2, Goal 4, Issue 3 The Council agrees that
drainage is a threat to peat lakes and has accordingly
amended the issue to incorporate drainage.

6. Theme 2, Goal 5 The identified issue relating to
landscape has not been amended to incorporate
natural character. The Council notes that natural
character is a key element of landscape assessment
along with a range of other factors.

7. Theme 3, Goal 1, Issue 2, Possible Action An
additional action has been added to reflect the
possibility of collaboration between agencies in the
promotion of heritage sites.

El4

Auckland Waikato Fish and
Game: David Klee

The submitter supports the broad goals of the Strategy.
Need to manage conflict between prime agricultural land
and indigenous habitats while ensuring that game bird
hunters have access to hunting sites/public lakes.

After considering the issues raised by the submitter the
Council considers that continued access to hunting sites /
public lakes should be recognised within the strategy. An
amendment to the list of possible actions under Theme 2,
Goal 1, Issue 1 has been made.

E15

Waikato Biodiversity
Forum: Moira Cursey

The submitter generally supports the Strategy and
recommends some changes. Research, monitoring and
partnerships are very important. The Biodiversity Forum
could assist. How to prioritise actions so they can be
funded will be the next step.

The Council acknowledges the important work carried out
by the Biodiversity forum and has added the Forum as a
current action under appropriate issues. The Biodiversity
Forum will be invited to participate in the development of
Phase Il of the Strategy.
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E16

Pirongia Te Aroaro O Kahu
Restoration Society: Clare
St Pierre

The submitter considers a lack of specific data collection
and analysis to fully define issues is a problem, and
pervasive statements of issues should not be applied to
our District as a result. Pirongia is an iconic landscape
and important native habitat. Council can assist the
Society in promoting sustainable lifestyles and community
solutions. There is a danger in implementing actions
without a critical assessment/ data collection and analysis
to define precisely what the current situation is. Changes
in practices will not necessarily raise costs and Council
could take action in looking for ways to make current
activities into revenue earners.

The Council agrees that data gathering and a critical
assessment of issues is required before methods are
implemented. This is the first phase of the water
conservation strategy.

Theme 2 Goal 4 has been amended to appropriately
recognise the significance of the temperate forest on
Mount Pirongia.

The Council is very supportive of the work undertaken by
the Pirongia Te Aroaro o Kahu Restoration Society and
has amended the strategy to include the work undertaken
by the Society as a current action.

E1l7

P Vincent

The submitter states that Waipa needs to maintain
existing wetlands and bush properly.

The Council agrees that ongoing appropriate management
of existing wetlands and bush areas is important. The
Environment Strategy signals that management of wetland
and native bush areas requires a collaborative effort
between landowners and agencies. The Council
contributions are made and budgeted for through the 10
Year Plan process.

E18

Fred and Cathy Boggis

The submitters states that Council should protect what we
have now before too much is gone.

The comments made are noted. The Council has a
number of workstreams planned and underway that seek
to protect the valued characteristics of Waipa.
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E19 Mark Waters The submitter states that Council has lost face with the | The comments are noted. The implementation of the
community. The community feels they don® listen. | identified actions may assist with the issues that have
Growth should be sustainable and add to the community | been identified. The first step in this process is the
not detract from it. development of Phase Il of the Environment Strategy.
E20 Barbara Pranger The submitter considers water, soil and air quality are a | The following amendments have been made in response
priority. Constant growth is not essential for a sustainable | to the issue raised in this submission:
community. Rural residential development does not
destroy productivity of the soil. Reverse sensitivity - if | 1. Theme 2 has been amended to refer to Sustainable
subdivision creates negative impacts then it shouldn® be Environment and Land Use reflecting that some of the
allowed. Council could be a leader in sustainability and matters referred to under this theme relate to both
stop using agrichemicals. urban and rural areas. The background to the theme
areas has also been amended to reflect the
importance of air, soil and water quality to residents of
the District.

2. Trends over the past few years in respect of rural
residential subdivision have shown that rural
development has taken place on high quality soils.
The point raised about reverse sensitivity has been
reinforced under Theme 2, Goal 1, Possible Action 4.

3. Theme 1, Goal 1, Issue 1 relates to the Council's
environmental practises. The consideration of the
agrichemicals that are used by Council has been
added to the list of possible actions.

E21 Unknown The submitter seeks to separate Council resource control | The Council notes the following in response to the

issues from local council building controls.

submission. The Building Act requires the Council to
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issue building consents that require planning consents.
However, in circumstances where the planning consent
has not been obtained by the time the building consent is
issued then a section 37 notice is put on the building
consent. This means that works are not permitted to start
until the planning consent has been issued.

E22

Peter Fulton-Bevers

The submitter notes that the majority of Waipa homes
were built before insulation was mandatory, and there are
health benefits in retrofitting and a number of methods
available. As a part of any new building consent for
alterations or additions of any kind, a requirement to
insulate the entire home to current standards would be
mandatory.

The Council is limited in the actions it can take under
section 112 of the Building Act. Section 112 only enables
the Council to require additional works (ie to areas of a
dwelling/building that are not proposed to be altered)
where it is related to the means of escape from fire and
provision of disabled access.

E23

Hamilton City Council

The submitter is in general support of the Strategy and
considers it to be in accordance with Future Proof, but has
some specific comments on rural residential and non-rural
land use location, TDR function, protecting and enhancing
indigenous habitats, improving stream water quality, and
sustainable transport. The submitter emphasises the
desirability of working with adjoining Councils to address
cross boundary issues. The submitter also comments it is
unclear how actions will be incorporated and prioritised in
the final Strategy.

In general the Council agrees with a number of points
raised in the submission. The following decisions have
been made in response to the submission:

1. Theme 2, Goal 1, Issue 1, Possible Action 3 — The
description about the alternative uses in the rural
areas has been amended to state that it is those uses
that have traditionally required a rural setting. This
matter will be further refined during the District Plan
Review.

2. Theme 2, Goal 4, Issue 1, Possible Action 4- It is
not considered necessary to amend this point to
make reference to Future Proof. The Strategy was
developed in accordance with Future Proof. It is
considered appropriate to add Future Proof to the
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diagram in Figure 1 to make this clear.

3. Theme 2, Goal 4, Issue 2, Possible Action 4 — The
Council’s position on TDRs will be developed further
through the Plan Review. It is identified in the
Strategy as a possible action that will need further
action including discussions with Future Proof
partners.

4. Collaboration — The Council agrees that there are
benefits from working together on a range of matters
including those identified in the letter and has
identified this in a number of places in the strategy. In
response to this request the Council has added a
further issue to Theme 1, Goal 2, Issue 2, Cross
Boundary Effects — Use of different regulatory
approaches

5. Theme 4, Goal 2, Issue 1: The issue has been
reworded to in a more positive light and the Council
agrees that there are benefits in working together on
this issue. The Council is currently preparing an
Integrated Transport Strategy which should provide
an opportunity for this to happen.

E24

Sustainable Cambridge Inc.
Jenny Wilson

The submitter considers that engaging the community
through education and encouragement is the key issue.
Promoting initiatives that impact positively on community
health. Sustainable Cambridge could work in partnership
with Council towards achieving goals. The Vision
statement should be changed to an outcome statement.

The Council notes the submitters support for the strategy
and particularly for those initiatives related to education.
Phase Il of the Strategy will develop these actions further.

The opposition to the Vision statement is noted. The
Council has decided to retain the Vision Statement largely
as proposed and notes it is important that the statement
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has both a community and a natural environment focus.

The Council has considered the point raised in the
submission regarding peak oil and has decided to amend
the current state of Theme 4, Goal 2 and Goal 7 to
recognise peak oil. This leads to possible issues and
actions related to transport.

E25

Cambridge Chamber
Commerce: Julie Epps

of

The submitter considers the main issues are connecting
people with the environment, promoting character and
sense of place and managing growth and development.
The submitter suggests that Council demonstrate
leadership by more @®ands on®©initiatives. The vision
statement should be changed

The Council has made the following decision in response

to the issues raised in the submission:

1. Add a new goal Local Food Growing to Theme 4
Sustainable Communities — The Council agrees that
local food growing promotes sustainability. This point
is recognised within the strategy in Theme 1, Goal 5,
Issue 1 related to connecting communities with the
environment and refers to the Kihikihi community
garden as an example. An additional action has also
been added to Theme 4 Goal 7 to consider reviewing
District Plan bulk and location requirements to facilitate
home food growing.

2. Issue of Fuel and fertiliser costs — Amendments
have been made to the current state of Theme 4, Goal
2 and Goal 7 to recognise these issues. This leads to
possible issues and actions related to transport. An
additional action has also been added to Theme 4
Goal 7 to consider reviewing District Plan bulk and
location requirements to facilitate home food growing.

3. Theme 1, Goal 1, Issue 1 — The Council agrees with
the addition of a further possible action relating to the
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promotion of more hands on initiatives such as
provision of bicycles for public use and fruit trees in
Council reserves

4. Rewording of Vision Statement — The Council
appreciates the issue raised and has decided to retain
the statement largely as proposed. The suggestions
may assist the Council in considering how the Council
promotes the strategy

E26

Bill Garland

The submitter considers that Council should ensure that
land or building owners shouldn® have to solely fund
works that provide public good benefits (eg protecting
indigenous habitat, heritage buildings). Council has a role
to support and encourage individual's actions that improve
the environment.

Should Council wish to get involved in soil management
this would best be achieved through an in-house sall
management expertise and working with landowners - but
avoid duplication with EW.

The Council notes the comments made in the submission
and considers that the trade offs between protecting a
building or feature for ‘public good’ and the effect that has
on private landowners will be investigated further during
the District Plan Review. Incentives that facilitate
protection as well as regulation will need to be considered.
Ways in which improved soil management practices in the
District can be facilitated will be considered further in
collaboration with Environment Waikato. @ The RPS
Review provides a vehicle for this to happen.
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Environment Strategy Workshop Recommendations

Council and Community
Leadership and Action

1.

Goal 2: Add “...to achieve sustainable outcomes” at
the end of goal 2. Avoid overlap of regulation.

Goal 5 — reword second sentence to “Waipa District
Council facilitates and supports local organisations
and individuals to be regularly involved in
environmental care and education activities.”

Add a new goal to focus/increase emphasis on
education.

Goal 1 - New issue — Waipa District Council needs to
set its own high standards to achieve genuine
sustainable outcomes not just cost effective options.
Add new possible actions —

Establish an environmental youth forum

Assist in establishing a Sustainable Cambridge
Education Centre

Educate community on water use

The following amendments to the strategy have been

made:

1. Amendment 1 and 2 are supported and the strategy
has been amended.

2. Amendment 3 education initiatives are identified as
specific actions under Theme 1, Goal 5 to facilitate
increased links between the health and wellbeing of
the environment and our own health. A new goal is
not required.

3. Amendment 4 is already included under Theme 1,
Goal 1, Issue 1

4. Amendment 5 The additional possible actions have

been included in the relevant sections of the Strategy.
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Sustainable
Environment

Rural

Reword Goal one by adding ‘Where appropriate to
the end of goal statement.

a. Issue 1 — reword to manage supply

Goal 2 - Add issues and actions regarding land
contaminated with hazardous substances as distinct
from gradual accumulation by agricultural activities

a. Issue 2 — drainage, oxidation and compaction of
peat are the issues not settlement
Goal 3 — consider changing to maintain as improve is
rather ambitious
a. Issue is bigger than the water quality goal and is
actually two separate matters. One relates to
reverse sensitivity (see Goal 1) and the other is
about landuse practices in  sensitive
environments.

Goal 4 — need to recognise the community good in
securing protection on private land — landowners
should not be disadvantaged when acting for public
good.

Goal 5 — Need to include 'natural character’

a. Need to ensure policy and actions don'’t conflict

— eg native plantings in a view shaft.

The following amendments to the strategy have been to
the strategy

1.

Amendment 1 and 2 are supported and the strategy
has been amended.

Amendment 3 to the Water Quality goal is not
supported. The Council considers that the strategy is
aspirational and that the District should be aiming for
improved water quality. Priority should be placed on
streams / waterways / lakes that originate within the
District.

Amendment 4 No further amendments are considered
necessary. A number of the actions identified in this
theme area identify the importance of community good
and further investigation will occur through the District
Plan review.

Amendment 5 The Council considers that it is not
considered necessary to amend the goal to refer to
natural character. Natural character along with other
elements are key factors in landscape assessment.
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Heritage and Culture

1. Additional actions:

Closer liaison  with Nz
Association

Work more closely with T ngata Whenua to
identify sites of significance

Heritage needs to be considered as part of the

urban design toolbox

Archaeological

The Council notes that proposed additional action 1 and 2
are already recognised under Theme 3, Goal 2, Issue 1.

An amendment has been made to Theme 3, Goal 3, Issue
1, Possible Action 2 to include “through building design”.

Sustainable Communities

1. Amend Goal 4

(infrastructure) to incorporate
sustainability principles - reflect planned growth with
planned infrastructure

2. Amend goal 6 to include peak oil issue
3. Add additional

goal focussing on local food

production - “Grow local, buy local’

4. Actions — public transport — add other options like car

pooling, ride sharing, service organisations

5. Issue —energy efficiency — amend to say initial costs

are high

6. Issue —renewable generation — Reword to “Releasing

the potential for appropriate small scale domestic
renewable energy generation activities.

7. Add new issue re managing the effects of peak olil
8. Add new

issue — Rebuilding social/community
networks, providing facilities within local walking
distances, shared gardens, buying local

Amendments 1,2,5,6 are supported and the strategy has
been amended to incorporate these matters.

Amendment 4 is supported as it relates to the
implementation of the outcomes of the Waipa Integrated
Transport Strategy an additional possible action has been
added to Theme 4, Goal 2, Issue 1.

Amendment 7 - A separate issue relating to peak oil has
not been incorporated but has been included within the
Energy Goal.

Amendments 3 and 8 are already provided for under
actions related to Theme 1, Goal 5.
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The meeting adjourned for the morning tea break at 10.39am and reconvened at 10.55am.

8 FUTURE PROOF (SUB-REGIONAL GROWTH STRATEGY) UPDATE

File: 65-06-36
Area of Influence Study

Manager — Strategy, G Knighton said a proliferation of rural residential development
around Hamilton has put demands on city services and the Hamilton City Council
were concerned, and sought the opportunity to be advised of such developments to
determine if they would seek to have input on the proposals. The type of
developments of interest would include major plan changes.

Hamilton City Council, Waikato District Council and Waipa District Council were
assessing how such an outcome could be achieved, possibly with joint consideration
of applications by the Future Proof partners who may then make a formal submission
on the application.

Southern Sector Study

Mr Knighton said the study was now underway, with the work to be undertaken by
Beca, and completion expected by the end of March 2010. The study will
recommend the preferred land use pattern and associated infrastructure
requirements for the project area.

RESOLVED
3/10/06

That the information be received.
Councillor Lee / Councillor Cox

There being no further business the meeting closed at 11.2am.

CONFIRMED AS A TRUE AND ACCURATE RECORD

CHAIRPERSON

DATE:
Completed and dispatched: 3 February 2010
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Minutes of a meeting of the Strategic Planning & Development Committee held in the Council
Chambers, Waipa District Council, 101 Bank Street, Te Awamutu on Tuesday 2 February
2010 commencing at 9.00am.

1 PRESENT
Councillor GRP Webber - Chairperson
Members
His Worship the Mayor AD Livingston; Councillors — EH Barnes, MEH Cox, LWE
Hoverd, GH Jull, PL Lee, EC Newlands [from 9.17am], GG Scaramuzza, DL Sharpe,
GW Simmons, BJ Taranaki, BS Thomas.
Public
There was one member of the public in attendance.
Others
Chief Executive, G Dyet; Deputy Chief Executive & Group Manager Planning and
Community Relationships, R McNeil; Manager — Strategy, G Knighton; Strategic &
District Planning Team Leader, F Hill, Committee Secretary, S King.
2 DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS' INTERESTS
There were no disclosures.
3 APOLOGIES
RESOLVED
3/10/01
That the apology for non attendance from committee member G Roberts be
received.
Councillor Lee / Councillor Simmons
RESOLVED
3/10/02
That the apology for lateness from Councillor Newlands be received.
Councillor Lee / Councillor Sharpe
4 LATE ITEMS

There were no late items.
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CONFIRMATION OF ORDER OF MEETING

File: 01-85-30

RESOLVED
3/10/03

That the order of the meeting be confirmed.

Councillor Thomas / Councillor Taranaki

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

File: 01-85-30
Minutes of Meeting held on 8 December 2009 were included in the agenda.

RESOLVED
3/10/04

That the minutes of the meeting held on 8 December 2009, as circulated, be
confirmed as a true and accurate record of proceedings, subject to the inclusion of
an apology for non attendance from Councillor Barnes for the reconvened meeting
held on 15 December 2009.

Councillor Sharpe / Councillor Thomas

DISTRICT PLAN REVIEW UPDATE

File: 65-06-36

Deputy Chief Executive/Group Manager Planning and Community Relationships, R
McNeil said the indicative decisions made at the December 2009 meeting to the draft
Environment Strategy and the draft Town Concept Plans were signalled to be
presented to the February meeting. However, the additional information sought from
Adam Thompson to be incorporated into the draft Town Concept Plans was received
subsequent the agenda preparation and would therefore be included in the March
meeting.

Strategic and District Planning Team Leader, F Hill said the amended draft
Environment Strategy and associated indicative decisions were presented for
consideration. The District Plan review programme had been revised and she
provided an outline of the schedule as presented in the agenda, noting the
notification period must allow a minimum of 40 days. The local government elections
to be held on 9 October and the notification of Environment Waikato’s draft Regional
Policy Statement were key factors in the revised timeframe.
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Mrs Hill said a combination of press releases and ‘Word on Waipa’ would be used to
convey information to and encourage feedback from the public. She advised the
information to be presented in the Word on Waipa and via Council’'s website would
be a more conversational style than technical in nature jargon style. A suggestion
was raised that Youth Council members could participate in the preparation of the
information in order to aid comprehension.

Mrs Hill outlined the implications of the revised programme and elections, noting the
current Council would approve, prior to the elections, the proposed District Plan for
public notification and the incoming Council would consider the submissions.

Members were then guided through the amended draft Environment Strategy, with
the opportunity taken to make further changes to the draft document. In particular,
the Committee resolved to make the following changes:

Incorporation of appropriate references to the Waikato River Settlement
throughout the document;

Inclusion of bush areas such as Kakepuku and Maungatautari on page 11;

Reassessment of the positioning of current and possible (to be renamed
‘probable’) actions noted to achieve consistency across the entire document,
with the re;

Addition of Mt Kakepuku as an example of Council working closely with the
Department of Conservation on page 13;

Alteration of references to Iwi liaison listed on page 15 to highlight the strong
current consultation including assistance in the preparation of Iwi
management plans;

Removal of specific mention of Sustainable Cambridge on page 18 to avoid
limiting intention to one organisation;

Renaming of theme two on page 20 to read “sustainable land use”;

Reworking of the background section on page 20 to ensure consistency with
the renamed title;

Reassessment of the current state section; and

Minor formatting and editing adjustments.
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RESOLVED
3/10/05

That

a)

b)

d)

the information be received;

the schedule of draft decisions on the Environment Strategy, attached below, as
amended after the consideration of submissions in December 2009 be
confirmed;

the Environment Strategy as amended after the consideration of submissions in
December 2009 be recommended to Council for adoption; and,

the amended District Plan review project milestones, as presented below, are
noted and supported:

February 2010 — finalise Environment Strategy

March 2010 - finalise Town Concept Plans / overview of DP feedback
received to date and outcomes of research work

April 2010 — discussion / workshop with Committee on draft Policy
directions

May 2010 — consultation with community on policy options and draft
rules

June 2010 — August 2010 - finalising Plan in conjunction with
Committee

September 2010 — final Plan workshop with Council
October 2010 — Council approval to notify plan.

Mayor Livingston / Councillor Taranaki.
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DRAFT DECISIONS ON SUBMISSIONS LODGED TO ENVIRONMENT STRATEGY

Sub Name Summary Draft Decisions

No.

EO1 Waikato Federated | Submitter comments that sustainable air water and soil is | Accept in part. The submitter raised a number of points
Farmers a District wide issue not just a rural one. Council needs to |with the strategy some of which the Council has supported

stay within its jurisdictional area and ensure it complies
with its own consents. Council needs to use education
and incentives to achieve outcomes. Strategy does not
consider contaminated land (hazardous substances).

in its decision.

The Council has made the following changes in response
to the submission:

1. Vision Statement - The Council supports the
addition of economic well being to the vision
statement and considers that it is an important
component of environmental wellbeing.

2. Theme 1 Council and community leadership
and action - The request to add the additional
possible action: That Council will ensure that new
development  will not overload existing
infrastructure and lead to breaches of consent
conditions is supported in principle. It is noted
that possible actions in relation to strategic
infrastructure planning have been incorporated in
the Sustainable Communities Chapter a cross
reference has been added.

3. Theme 2 Sustainable Rural Environment and
Land Use — The request to amend the title so that
it reads “Sustainable District Wide Use,
Development and Subdivision”. The Council
considered that while some of the goals and
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actions under this heading applied to the rural
environment others such as water quality applied
equally to urban areas. For this reason the
Council decided to amend the heading of Theme
2 to read Sustainable Environment and Land Use.
4. Goal Focus residential and rural-residential
growth around existing settlements to protect
prime agricultural soils — The submitter
requested the addition of a further possible action:
That the Council remained flexible and consider
impacts on high quality soils on a case by case
basis. In considering this matter the Council
supported the overall strategy of focused
development around existing settlements. The
Council noted that this strategy is consistent with
the policy direction in Future Proof and the Growth
Strategy. The Council noted that the wording of
the goal enabled some flexibility in that it used the
word “focus™. In this regard the Council wanted to
make it clear that it was not the intent of this goal
to limit rural dwellings where they are clearly
integral to farming operations. The Council noted
that the Growth Strategy clearly contemplated
limited additional rural residential areas
particularly in circumstances where significant
environmental gains can be made and considered
that this matter should be listed as an additional
possible action to be considered further as part of
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the District Plan review: Consider providing
limited additional opportunities for rural residential
activities particularly where significant
environmental gains are made.

5. Goal — Future generations inherit healthy and
productive soils. The Council agrees with the
submitter and considers that an additional issue
needs to be added to differentiate between soils
that have been contaminated by hazardous
substances and gradual accumulation of
contaminants in soils. Refer to amended version
of Environment Strategy.

6. Goal — To improve water quality within the
District. The submitter has requested a number
of changes in respect of this goal and the issues
and actions that relate to it. The Council
considers that the Goal to improve water quality
within the District should remain as proposed.
The goal reflects the importance of agencies and
the community working collaboratively together.
The roles of the respective agencies will be
considered further through Phase 2 of the
Strategy. In respect of the possible action related
to farm management plans. The Council
considers that the possible action should be
amended to delete the word require. It does not
agree that the action should be deleted entirely
and notes that for these actions the strategy
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states that the intent is to work collaboratively with
agencies and stakeholders. The Council
considers that the intent as to what collaborate
means could be clarified further by adding the
words “ to avoid duplication of
regulatory/administrative functions”. It is not
considered necessary to amend bullet point 9 as
requested. The issue raised by the submitter will
be a matter to consider as part of the District Plan
review. The Council supports the addition of a
further possible action related to on-site
wastewater systems. The matter raised regarding
municipal systems is already covered under
Theme One and a cross reference can be added
to clarify this further.

7. Goal — To protect, enhance, restore and
reconnect indigenous habitats to improve
their long term viability. The request to
consider financial incentives for individual and
community led projects is supported in principle.
The Council also considers that the concept of
incentives should be broadened to include other
types of incentives as well.

8. Goal — To protect the unique and special
landscape features within Waipa. The Council
understands the issues raised and the need to
consider the impact on landowners. In the list of
possible actions the Council has signalled the
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need to consider a range of methods both
regulatory and non-regulatory. The most
appropriate methods will be considered further as
part of the District Plan review.
EO02 Te Awamutu Community | The submitter considers protecting unique habitats; | The Council notes the points raised about the need to
Board managing growth, water conservation and zero waste are | better connect with the community. This issue is
the main issues. Council needs to build relationships with | acknowledged in a number of Theme areas, goals, issues
community and organisations - communicate and consult | and actions in the Draft Strategy. In addition ideas and
in a manner that suits the community rather than just the | suggestions for improvement on consultation methods and
Council. processes would be welcomed. The suggestions for
priority areas are noted and are included in the proposed
list of priorities. Actions related to the priorities areas will
be developed further as part of Phase Il of the
Environment Strategy.
EO3 Cambridge Community | The submitter states that Council needs to avoid | The issue raised about duplication is noted. The intent of
Board duplication of policies etc that are covered by other | the Environment Strategy is to ensure collaboration
agencies to avoid additional costs to the ratepayers. between agencies and key stakeholders. Collaboration is
interpreted in the Strategy as meaning “avoiding
duplication, recognising the specific roles and
responsibilities of each agency and making the best use of
available resources” (Theme 1, Goal 2). The further
definition of roles and responsibilities will be assisted by
the Regional Policy Statement review as well as Phase |l
of the Environment Strategy.
EO4 Cambridge Tree Trust The submitter suggests ways for Council to improve | The Council agrees with the submitter that it is important

existing walkways and connect through developing new
cycleways and walkways. Improve riverside habitats/vistas

to provide good connections both within and between
areas. The need to improve connections has been
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and make it more accessible to visitors. identified as an issue within the Strategy and a number of

possible actions have been identified. A number of the
suggested improvements have been incorporated within
the Cambridge Town Plan. Parks work programmes and
the Annual Plan process provides opportunities to
implement these requests.

EO5 Alan Hall The submitter emphasises the need to have accurate and | The Council agrees that it is important to have formal
detailed lists of heritage items based on agreed criteria. | criteria to assess heritage resources. The need for the
Need to encourage t ngata whenua involvement. The | criteria is recognised within the Heritage and Culture
submitter also suggests that there is the need to avoid | Theme. A number of possible actions have been
being over protective and to focus on protecting a | identified as to how increased t ngata whenua
representative selection rather than all sites. involvement in heritage protection in the District could be

facilitated. An additional possible action of investigating
t ngata whenua representation on the Heritage Council
has also been added.

EO6 NZ Transport Agency The submitter notes that transport networks and land use | The Council accepts and acknowledges the support from
closely link into the concept of sustainability and require | NZTA to the direction taken in the Draft Strategy. It is
integrated planning. NZTA supports a number of goals | noted that the preparation of Waipa Transport Strategy is
that reflect this including the development of a Waipa | underway.

Integrated transport strategy and implementation of urban
design protocol principles.
EQ7 Dr Alison Dewes, Ag First | The submitter considers that soil health and avoiding | The Council agrees that it is necessary to specify

Waikato

contamination,  developments and  activities in
inappropriate locations and poor land use practice are the
main issues. Suggests the strategy would be improved by
including quantifiable targets. Encourage collective
partnerships. Specify clear targets, goals, incentives and
have a regulatory backstop to deter bad practice. Show

guantifiable goals and targets and notes that this will occur
as part of Phase Il of the Strategy. It is noted that the
issue of inappropriate locations and poor land use
practices has been identified as a priority action. The
submitter queries whether the Primary Sector Water
Partnership has been a success. In response the Council
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leadership, supply incentives and education to assist in | has decided to refer to other examples.
collectively lifting our game.

EO8 Kevin Cristie EcoFX Ltd; | The submitter considers protecting the long term viability | The Council acknowledges the submitters support for the

PO Box 248 Otorohanga of indigenous habitats is the main issue. The submitter | Strategy. The Council agrees that emphasis needs to be

suggests Council focus on long term sustainable land use. | placed on working with landowners to promote retention
Work collaboratively with landowners. Acquire land for | and long term viability of indigenous habitat.
buffering sensitive areas and encourage wetlands to
improve run off.

EQ09 Environment Waikato The submitter fully supports the proactive and strategic | Accept. The Council notes the general support for the

approach reflected in the Draft Environment Strategy. It is
important the EW and Waipa District Council are
consistent in our approaches and implementation
mechanisms.  Council needs to include flexibility to
incorporate any directions given in the reviewed RPS.
Some actions in the strategy are best implemented
through regional mechanisms rather than local authority
mechanisms and Strategy should note this.

Strategy. In respect of the issues raised the Council has

made the following decisions:

1. Theme 2, Potential for duplication: The Council
supports the need for further discussion about roles
and responsibilities. Amendments have been made to
the strategy to make it clear that it is not the intent to
duplicate functions. In particular additional text has
been added to Theme 2, Goal 3, Issue 1 in respect of
water quality to make this clear. The text related to
farm plans has also been amended to state that farm
plans will be encouraged rather than required. Waipa
District Council agrees that further discussion through
Phase Il of the strategy will assist in clarifying defining
roles and responsibilities in respect of these matters

2. Theme 2, Rural residential development — Theme 2,
Goal 1, Issue 1 the Council agrees the issue needs to
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be changed to refer to supply of rural residential land.

3. Theme 4, Infrastructure planning. Goal 4 states that
there is “High quality and strategic infrastructure
planning that enables Waipa to grow”. Concern is
raised that the wording of the goal may be interpreted
to predict growth and then provide infrastructure as
opposed to the co-ordination of infrastructure with land
use planning. The Council considers that both growth
management and land use planning do involve an
element of prediction with the overall outcome being
co-ordination. Amendments have been made to the
goals in an attempt to make this clearer.

4. Theme 4, Energy — The Council agrees that an
additional issue relating to Energy use should be
added to the strategy. Refer to the amended strategy.

E10

Aggregate Quarry Ass. of
NZ, C/o Graeme Mathieson

The submitter states that aggregate and mineral
resources need to be acknowledged as important
resources in accordance with Future Proof and Waipa
2050. Zoning and policy provisions should not restrict
access to identified mineral resources or allow reverse
sensitivity issues to deny access to them. The potential
conflict between unique and special landscape features
and access to mineral resources needs to be carefully
managed. Quarries are temporary features and adverse
effects can be managed through the resource consent
process.

The Council agrees that the Draft Strategy needs to be
amended to include appropriate recognition of the
importance of aggregate and mineral resources. The
following changes have been made in association with this
submission:

1. Theme 2: Sustainable Environment and Land Use:
Add sentences to the Background recognising the
significance of aggregate/mineral resources and that
access to resources is becoming increasingly difficult
as development intensity increases.

2. Theme 2, Goal 1: Add “and access to mineral
resources where appropriate” to the Goal.
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3. Theme 2, Goal 1: Add ‘and aggregate/mineral
extraction’ after farm practices in the current state
section.

4. Goal 1, Possible actions: Amend the possible action
relating to reverse sensitivity to include “access to
mineral resources”.

5. Goal 1, Possible action relating to managing rural
issues such as noise and odour. The Counclil
considers that it is not necessary to specifically
mention extractive industries under this action.

6. Goal: To protect the unique and special landscape
features within Waipa: The request to add a
statement that the mining of aggregate and mineral
resources can occur within special landscape
character areas is not accepted. It is noted that the
submitter will have the opportunity to comment on
landscape character areas and rules as part of the
District Plan Review.

Ell

Perry Resources

Ltd.,
Mathieson

Clo

(2008)
Graeme

as per EO 10 above

The Council agrees that the Draft Strategy needs to be
amended to include appropriate recognition of the
importance of aggregate and mineral resources. The
following changes have been made in association with this
submission:

1. Theme 2. Sustainable Environment and Land Use:
Add sentences to the Background recognising the
significance of aggregate/mineral resources and that
access to resources is becoming increasingly difficult
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as development intensity increases.

Theme 2, Goal 1. Add “and access to mineral
resources where appropriate” to the Goal.

Theme 2, Goal 1: Add ‘and aggregate/mineral
extraction’ after farm practices in the current state
section.

Goal 1, Possible actions: Amend the possible action
relating to reverse sensitivity to include “access to
mineral resources”.

Goal 1, Possible action relating to managing rural
issues such as noise and odour. The Counclil
considers that it is not necessary to specifically
mention extractive industries under this action.

Goal: To protect the unique and special landscape
features within Waipa: The request to add a
statement that the mining of aggregate and mineral
resources can occur within special landscape
character areas is not accepted. It is noted that the
submitter will have the opportunity to comment on
landscape character areas and rules as part of the
District Plan Review.

E12

Mighty River Power

The submitter generally supports the strategy, but caution
that the following matters are of importance:

- enabling ongoing operation of existing Waikato hydro
system

- managing reverse sensitivity associated with growth

- water supply planning

- river corridor hazard management

The Council acknowledges support for the strategy and
has made the following amendments in respect of the
submission:

1.

Theme 1, Goal 2, Issue 1, Possible Action 2: This
action has been amended to include other appropriate
agencies such as Mighty River Power.

. Theme 2, Goal 1 — The request to amend the goal to
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include the words “where appropriate” has been made.
It is agreed that in some situations expansions of
existing settlements may not be appropriate.

3. Theme 2, Goal 1, Issue 1, Possible Action 4. The
request to add reverse sensitivity effects on existing
activities and natural resources including productive
soils is accepted.

4. Theme 2, Goal 5 — The concerns of the submitter are
noted. There will be the opportunity to comment on
landscape character areas and associated methods as
part of the District Plan Review.

5. Theme 4, Goal 4, Issue 1, Possible Action 5—The
request to add ‘infrastructure providers’ as well as
utility companies is supported

6. Theme 4, Goal 6, Possible Action 2 — The request
to consider flood hazard management in respect of
climate change is supported

7. Figure 1 — Comments in respect of the place of the
Environment Strategy in the policy hierarchy is noted.
The Environment Strategy has been developed to be
consistent with Waipa 2050 and Future Proof and the
vision for the District. The Environment Strategy will
be used to inform future reviews of the Growth
Strategy. A link between the Environment Strategy and
the Growth Strategy has been included.

8. The request to add reference to the Waikato
Catchment Enhancement and Ecological Trust in
action points is accepted. Refer to the amended
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E13 Department of The submitter outlines the mutual interest with Council in a | In general the Council agrees with a number of the

Conservation

number of areas in the District and is also a significant
partner for the Council. Council could better assist
existing groups (eg Waikato Biodiversity Forum) to provide
advice to landowners. A number of wording changes are
proposed to clarify and refine the Strategy.

changes suggested. The following substantive changes

have been made in response to the submission. The

minor changes identified in the submission have been
made and the submitter is referred to the amended
version of the Strategy:

1. Theme 1 Goal 2, Issue 1, Possible Action 2: The
possible action related to plans and strategies has
been amended to refer to the Department of
Conservation.

2. Theme 2, Goal 4, Issue 3 Drainage has been added
to the issue and text has been added recognising
Waipa District’s current rules relating to drainage.

3. Theme 2, Goal 2, Issue 3 The possible action related
to consideration of restrictions on peat soils has been
expanded to include other land use activities.
Collaboration with Environment Waikato will be
required to assess appropriate roles and
responsibilities.

4. Theme 2, Goal 4, Issue 2 The current action has been
expanded to refer to a range of protection
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mechanisms including QE Il covenants. The Waikato
Biodiversity Forum has been added as a current
action.

5. Theme 2, Goal 4, Issue 3 The Council agrees that
drainage is a threat to peat lakes and has accordingly
amended the issue to incorporate drainage.

6. Theme 2, Goal 5 The identified issue relating to
landscape has not been amended to incorporate
natural character. The Council notes that natural
character is a key element of landscape assessment
along with a range of other factors.

7. Theme 3, Goal 1, Issue 2, Possible Action An
additional action has been added to reflect the
possibility of collaboration between agencies in the
promotion of heritage sites.

El4

Auckland Waikato Fish and
Game: David Klee

The submitter supports the broad goals of the Strategy.
Need to manage conflict between prime agricultural land
and indigenous habitats while ensuring that game bird
hunters have access to hunting sites/public lakes.

After considering the issues raised by the submitter the
Council considers that continued access to hunting sites /
public lakes should be recognised within the strategy. An
amendment to the list of possible actions under Theme 2,
Goal 1, Issue 1 has been made.

E15

Waikato Biodiversity
Forum: Moira Cursey

The submitter generally supports the Strategy and
recommends some changes. Research, monitoring and
partnerships are very important. The Biodiversity Forum
could assist. How to prioritise actions so they can be
funded will be the next step.

The Council acknowledges the important work carried out
by the Biodiversity forum and has added the Forum as a
current action under appropriate issues. The Biodiversity
Forum will be invited to participate in the development of
Phase Il of the Strategy.
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E16

Pirongia Te Aroaro O Kahu
Restoration Society: Clare
St Pierre

The submitter considers a lack of specific data collection
and analysis to fully define issues is a problem, and
pervasive statements of issues should not be applied to
our District as a result. Pirongia is an iconic landscape
and important native habitat. Council can assist the
Society in promoting sustainable lifestyles and community
solutions. There is a danger in implementing actions
without a critical assessment/ data collection and analysis
to define precisely what the current situation is. Changes
in practices will not necessarily raise costs and Council
could take action in looking for ways to make current
activities into revenue earners.

The Council agrees that data gathering and a critical
assessment of issues is required before methods are
implemented. This is the first phase of the water
conservation strategy.

Theme 2 Goal 4 has been amended to appropriately
recognise the significance of the temperate forest on
Mount Pirongia.

The Council is very supportive of the work undertaken by
the Pirongia Te Aroaro o Kahu Restoration Society and
has amended the strategy to include the work undertaken
by the Society as a current action.

E1l7

P Vincent

The submitter states that Waipa needs to maintain
existing wetlands and bush properly.

The Council agrees that ongoing appropriate management
of existing wetlands and bush areas is important. The
Environment Strategy signals that management of wetland
and native bush areas requires a collaborative effort
between landowners and agencies. The Council
contributions are made and budgeted for through the 10
Year Plan process.

E18

Fred and Cathy Boggis

The submitters states that Council should protect what we
have now before too much is gone.

The comments made are noted. The Council has a
number of workstreams planned and underway that seek
to protect the valued characteristics of Waipa.

Document Number 10010562




STRATEGIC PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

COMMITTEE MINUTES

2 FEBRUARY 2010

Sub Name Summary Draft Decisions
No.
E19 Mark Waters The submitter states that Council has lost face with the | The comments are noted. The implementation of the
community. The community feels they don® listen. | identified actions may assist with the issues that have
Growth should be sustainable and add to the community | been identified. The first step in this process is the
not detract from it. development of Phase Il of the Environment Strategy.
E20 Barbara Pranger The submitter considers water, soil and air quality are a | The following amendments have been made in response
priority. Constant growth is not essential for a sustainable | to the issue raised in this submission:
community. Rural residential development does not
destroy productivity of the soil. Reverse sensitivity - if | 1. Theme 2 has been amended to refer to Sustainable
subdivision creates negative impacts then it shouldn® be Environment and Land Use reflecting that some of the
allowed. Council could be a leader in sustainability and matters referred to under this theme relate to both
stop using agrichemicals. urban and rural areas. The background to the theme
areas has also been amended to reflect the
importance of air, soil and water quality to residents of
the District.

2. Trends over the past few years in respect of rural
residential subdivision have shown that rural
development has taken place on high quality soils.
The point raised about reverse sensitivity has been
reinforced under Theme 2, Goal 1, Possible Action 4.

3. Theme 1, Goal 1, Issue 1 relates to the Council's
environmental practises. The consideration of the
agrichemicals that are used by Council has been
added to the list of possible actions.

E21 Unknown The submitter seeks to separate Council resource control | The Council notes the following in response to the

issues from local council building controls.

submission. The Building Act requires the Council to
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issue building consents that require planning consents.
However, in circumstances where the planning consent
has not been obtained by the time the building consent is
issued then a section 37 notice is put on the building
consent. This means that works are not permitted to start
until the planning consent has been issued.

E22

Peter Fulton-Bevers

The submitter notes that the majority of Waipa homes
were built before insulation was mandatory, and there are
health benefits in retrofitting and a number of methods
available. As a part of any new building consent for
alterations or additions of any kind, a requirement to
insulate the entire home to current standards would be
mandatory.

The Council is limited in the actions it can take under
section 112 of the Building Act. Section 112 only enables
the Council to require additional works (ie to areas of a
dwelling/building that are not proposed to be altered)
where it is related to the means of escape from fire and
provision of disabled access.

E23

Hamilton City Council

The submitter is in general support of the Strategy and
considers it to be in accordance with Future Proof, but has
some specific comments on rural residential and non-rural
land use location, TDR function, protecting and enhancing
indigenous habitats, improving stream water quality, and
sustainable transport. The submitter emphasises the
desirability of working with adjoining Councils to address
cross boundary issues. The submitter also comments it is
unclear how actions will be incorporated and prioritised in
the final Strategy.

In general the Council agrees with a number of points
raised in the submission. The following decisions have
been made in response to the submission:

1. Theme 2, Goal 1, Issue 1, Possible Action 3 — The
description about the alternative uses in the rural
areas has been amended to state that it is those uses
that have traditionally required a rural setting. This
matter will be further refined during the District Plan
Review.

2. Theme 2, Goal 4, Issue 1, Possible Action 4- It is
not considered necessary to amend this point to
make reference to Future Proof. The Strategy was
developed in accordance with Future Proof. It is
considered appropriate to add Future Proof to the
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diagram in Figure 1 to make this clear.

3. Theme 2, Goal 4, Issue 2, Possible Action 4 — The
Council’s position on TDRs will be developed further
through the Plan Review. It is identified in the
Strategy as a possible action that will need further
action including discussions with Future Proof
partners.

4. Collaboration — The Council agrees that there are
benefits from working together on a range of matters
including those identified in the letter and has
identified this in a number of places in the strategy. In
response to this request the Council has added a
further issue to Theme 1, Goal 2, Issue 2, Cross
Boundary Effects — Use of different regulatory
approaches

5. Theme 4, Goal 2, Issue 1: The issue has been
reworded to in a more positive light and the Council
agrees that there are benefits in working together on
this issue. The Council is currently preparing an
Integrated Transport Strategy which should provide
an opportunity for this to happen.

E24

Sustainable Cambridge Inc.
Jenny Wilson

The submitter considers that engaging the community
through education and encouragement is the key issue.
Promoting initiatives that impact positively on community
health. Sustainable Cambridge could work in partnership
with Council towards achieving goals. The Vision
statement should be changed to an outcome statement.

The Council notes the submitters support for the strategy
and particularly for those initiatives related to education.
Phase Il of the Strategy will develop these actions further.

The opposition to the Vision statement is noted. The
Council has decided to retain the Vision Statement largely
as proposed and notes it is important that the statement
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has both a community and a natural environment focus.

The Council has considered the point raised in the
submission regarding peak oil and has decided to amend
the current state of Theme 4, Goal 2 and Goal 7 to
recognise peak oil. This leads to possible issues and
actions related to transport.

E25

Cambridge Chamber
Commerce: Julie Epps

of

The submitter considers the main issues are connecting
people with the environment, promoting character and
sense of place and managing growth and development.
The submitter suggests that Council demonstrate
leadership by more @®ands on®©initiatives. The vision
statement should be changed

The Council has made the following decision in response

to the issues raised in the submission:

1. Add a new goal Local Food Growing to Theme 4
Sustainable Communities — The Council agrees that
local food growing promotes sustainability. This point
is recognised within the strategy in Theme 1, Goal 5,
Issue 1 related to connecting communities with the
environment and refers to the Kihikihi community
garden as an example. An additional action has also
been added to Theme 4 Goal 7 to consider reviewing
District Plan bulk and location requirements to facilitate
home food growing.

2. Issue of Fuel and fertiliser costs — Amendments
have been made to the current state of Theme 4, Goal
2 and Goal 7 to recognise these issues. This leads to
possible issues and actions related to transport. An
additional action has also been added to Theme 4
Goal 7 to consider reviewing District Plan bulk and
location requirements to facilitate home food growing.

3. Theme 1, Goal 1, Issue 1 — The Council agrees with
the addition of a further possible action relating to the
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promotion of more hands on initiatives such as
provision of bicycles for public use and fruit trees in
Council reserves

4. Rewording of Vision Statement — The Council
appreciates the issue raised and has decided to retain
the statement largely as proposed. The suggestions
may assist the Council in considering how the Council
promotes the strategy

E26

Bill Garland

The submitter considers that Council should ensure that
land or building owners shouldn® have to solely fund
works that provide public good benefits (eg protecting
indigenous habitat, heritage buildings). Council has a role
to support and encourage individual's actions that improve
the environment.

Should Council wish to get involved in soil management
this would best be achieved through an in-house sall
management expertise and working with landowners - but
avoid duplication with EW.

The Council notes the comments made in the submission
and considers that the trade offs between protecting a
building or feature for ‘public good’ and the effect that has
on private landowners will be investigated further during
the District Plan Review. Incentives that facilitate
protection as well as regulation will need to be considered.
Ways in which improved soil management practices in the
District can be facilitated will be considered further in
collaboration with Environment Waikato. @ The RPS
Review provides a vehicle for this to happen.
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Environment Strategy Workshop Recommendations

Council and Community
Leadership and Action

1.

Goal 2: Add “...to achieve sustainable outcomes” at
the end of goal 2. Avoid overlap of regulation.

Goal 5 — reword second sentence to “Waipa District
Council facilitates and supports local organisations
and individuals to be regularly involved in
environmental care and education activities.”

Add a new goal to focus/increase emphasis on
education.

Goal 1 - New issue — Waipa District Council needs to
set its own high standards to achieve genuine
sustainable outcomes not just cost effective options.
Add new possible actions —

Establish an environmental youth forum

Assist in establishing a Sustainable Cambridge
Education Centre

Educate community on water use

The following amendments to the strategy have been

made:

1. Amendment 1 and 2 are supported and the strategy
has been amended.

2. Amendment 3 education initiatives are identified as
specific actions under Theme 1, Goal 5 to facilitate
increased links between the health and wellbeing of
the environment and our own health. A new goal is
not required.

3. Amendment 4 is already included under Theme 1,
Goal 1, Issue 1

4. Amendment 5 The additional possible actions have

been included in the relevant sections of the Strategy.
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Sustainable
Environment

Rural

Reword Goal one by adding ‘Where appropriate to
the end of goal statement.

a. Issue 1 — reword to manage supply

Goal 2 - Add issues and actions regarding land
contaminated with hazardous substances as distinct
from gradual accumulation by agricultural activities

a. Issue 2 — drainage, oxidation and compaction of
peat are the issues not settlement
Goal 3 — consider changing to maintain as improve is
rather ambitious
a. Issue is bigger than the water quality goal and is
actually two separate matters. One relates to
reverse sensitivity (see Goal 1) and the other is
about landuse practices in  sensitive
environments.

Goal 4 — need to recognise the community good in
securing protection on private land — landowners
should not be disadvantaged when acting for public
good.

Goal 5 — Need to include 'natural character’

a. Need to ensure policy and actions don'’t conflict

— eg native plantings in a view shaft.

The following amendments to the strategy have been to
the strategy

1.

Amendment 1 and 2 are supported and the strategy
has been amended.

Amendment 3 to the Water Quality goal is not
supported. The Council considers that the strategy is
aspirational and that the District should be aiming for
improved water quality. Priority should be placed on
streams / waterways / lakes that originate within the
District.

Amendment 4 No further amendments are considered
necessary. A number of the actions identified in this
theme area identify the importance of community good
and further investigation will occur through the District
Plan review.

Amendment 5 The Council considers that it is not
considered necessary to amend the goal to refer to
natural character. Natural character along with other
elements are key factors in landscape assessment.
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Heritage and Culture

1. Additional actions:

Closer liaison  with Nz
Association

Work more closely with T ngata Whenua to
identify sites of significance

Heritage needs to be considered as part of the

urban design toolbox

Archaeological

The Council notes that proposed additional action 1 and 2
are already recognised under Theme 3, Goal 2, Issue 1.

An amendment has been made to Theme 3, Goal 3, Issue
1, Possible Action 2 to include “through building design”.

Sustainable Communities

1. Amend Goal 4

(infrastructure) to incorporate
sustainability principles - reflect planned growth with
planned infrastructure

2. Amend goal 6 to include peak oil issue
3. Add additional

goal focussing on local food

production - “Grow local, buy local’

4. Actions — public transport — add other options like car

pooling, ride sharing, service organisations

5. Issue —energy efficiency — amend to say initial costs

are high

6. Issue —renewable generation — Reword to “Releasing

the potential for appropriate small scale domestic
renewable energy generation activities.

7. Add new issue re managing the effects of peak olil
8. Add new

issue — Rebuilding social/community
networks, providing facilities within local walking
distances, shared gardens, buying local

Amendments 1,2,5,6 are supported and the strategy has
been amended to incorporate these matters.

Amendment 4 is supported as it relates to the
implementation of the outcomes of the Waipa Integrated
Transport Strategy an additional possible action has been
added to Theme 4, Goal 2, Issue 1.

Amendment 7 - A separate issue relating to peak oil has
not been incorporated but has been included within the
Energy Goal.

Amendments 3 and 8 are already provided for under
actions related to Theme 1, Goal 5.
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The meeting adjourned for the morning tea break at 10.39am and reconvened at 10.55am.

8 FUTURE PROOF (SUB-REGIONAL GROWTH STRATEGY) UPDATE

File: 65-06-36
Area of Influence Study

Manager — Strategy, G Knighton said a proliferation of rural residential development
around Hamilton has put demands on city services and the Hamilton City Council
were concerned, and sought the opportunity to be advised of such developments to
determine if they would seek to have input on the proposals. The type of
developments of interest would include major plan changes.

Hamilton City Council, Waikato District Council and Waipa District Council were
assessing how such an outcome could be achieved, possibly with joint consideration
of applications by the Future Proof partners who may then make a formal submission
on the application.

Southern Sector Study

Mr Knighton said the study was now underway, with the work to be undertaken by
Beca, and completion expected by the end of March 2010. The study will
recommend the preferred land use pattern and associated infrastructure
requirements for the project area.

RESOLVED
3/10/06

That the information be received.
Councillor Lee / Councillor Cox

There being no further business the meeting closed at 11.2am.

CONFIRMED AS A TRUE AND ACCURATE RECORD

CHAIRPERSON

DATE:
Completed and dispatched: 3 February 2010
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Minutes of a meeting of the Strategic Planning & Development Committee held in the Council
Chambers, Waipa District Council, 101 Bank Street, Te Awamutu on Tuesday 2 February
2010 commencing at 9.00am.

1 PRESENT
Councillor GRP Webber - Chairperson
Members
His Worship the Mayor AD Livingston; Councillors — EH Barnes, MEH Cox, LWE
Hoverd, GH Jull, PL Lee, EC Newlands [from 9.17am], GG Scaramuzza, DL Sharpe,
GW Simmons, BJ Taranaki, BS Thomas.
Public
There was one member of the public in attendance.
Others
Chief Executive, G Dyet; Deputy Chief Executive & Group Manager Planning and
Community Relationships, R McNeil; Manager — Strategy, G Knighton; Strategic &
District Planning Team Leader, F Hill, Committee Secretary, S King.
2 DISCLOSURE OF MEMBERS' INTERESTS
There were no disclosures.
3 APOLOGIES
RESOLVED
3/10/01
That the apology for non attendance from committee member G Roberts be
received.
Councillor Lee / Councillor Simmons
RESOLVED
3/10/02
That the apology for lateness from Councillor Newlands be received.
Councillor Lee / Councillor Sharpe
4 LATE ITEMS

There were no late items.
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CONFIRMATION OF ORDER OF MEETING

File: 01-85-30

RESOLVED
3/10/03

That the order of the meeting be confirmed.

Councillor Thomas / Councillor Taranaki

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

File: 01-85-30
Minutes of Meeting held on 8 December 2009 were included in the agenda.

RESOLVED
3/10/04

That the minutes of the meeting held on 8 December 2009, as circulated, be
confirmed as a true and accurate record of proceedings, subject to the inclusion of
an apology for non attendance from Councillor Barnes for the reconvened meeting
held on 15 December 2009.

Councillor Sharpe / Councillor Thomas

DISTRICT PLAN REVIEW UPDATE

File: 65-06-36

Deputy Chief Executive/Group Manager Planning and Community Relationships, R
McNeil said the indicative decisions made at the December 2009 meeting to the draft
Environment Strategy and the draft Town Concept Plans were signalled to be
presented to the February meeting. However, the additional information sought from
Adam Thompson to be incorporated into the draft Town Concept Plans was received
subsequent the agenda preparation and would therefore be included in the March
meeting.

Strategic and District Planning Team Leader, F Hill said the amended draft
Environment Strategy and associated indicative decisions were presented for
consideration. The District Plan review programme had been revised and she
provided an outline of the schedule as presented in the agenda, noting the
notification period must allow a minimum of 40 days. The local government elections
to be held on 9 October and the notification of Environment Waikato’s draft Regional
Policy Statement were key factors in the revised timeframe.
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Mrs Hill said a combination of press releases and ‘Word on Waipa’ would be used to
convey information to and encourage feedback from the public. She advised the
information to be presented in the Word on Waipa and via Council’'s website would
be a more conversational style than technical in nature jargon style. A suggestion
was raised that Youth Council members could participate in the preparation of the
information in order to aid comprehension.

Mrs Hill outlined the implications of the revised programme and elections, noting the
current Council would approve, prior to the elections, the proposed District Plan for
public notification and the incoming Council would consider the submissions.

Members were then guided through the amended draft Environment Strategy, with
the opportunity taken to make further changes to the draft document. In particular,
the Committee resolved to make the following changes:

Incorporation of appropriate references to the Waikato River Settlement
throughout the document;

Inclusion of bush areas such as Kakepuku and Maungatautari on page 11;

Reassessment of the positioning of current and possible (to be renamed
‘probable’) actions noted to achieve consistency across the entire document,
with the re;

Addition of Mt Kakepuku as an example of Council working closely with the
Department of Conservation on page 13;

Alteration of references to Iwi liaison listed on page 15 to highlight the strong
current consultation including assistance in the preparation of Iwi
management plans;

Removal of specific mention of Sustainable Cambridge on page 18 to avoid
limiting intention to one organisation;

Renaming of theme two on page 20 to read “sustainable land use”;

Reworking of the background section on page 20 to ensure consistency with
the renamed title;

Reassessment of the current state section; and

Minor formatting and editing adjustments.
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RESOLVED
3/10/05

That

a)

b)

d)

the information be received;

the schedule of draft decisions on the Environment Strategy, attached below, as
amended after the consideration of submissions in December 2009 be
confirmed;

the Environment Strategy as amended after the consideration of submissions in
December 2009 be recommended to Council for adoption; and,

the amended District Plan review project milestones, as presented below, are
noted and supported:

February 2010 — finalise Environment Strategy

March 2010 - finalise Town Concept Plans / overview of DP feedback
received to date and outcomes of research work

April 2010 — discussion / workshop with Committee on draft Policy
directions

May 2010 — consultation with community on policy options and draft
rules

June 2010 — August 2010 - finalising Plan in conjunction with
Committee

September 2010 — final Plan workshop with Council
October 2010 — Council approval to notify plan.

Mayor Livingston / Councillor Taranaki.
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DRAFT DECISIONS ON SUBMISSIONS LODGED TO ENVIRONMENT STRATEGY

Sub Name Summary Draft Decisions

No.

EO1 Waikato Federated | Submitter comments that sustainable air water and soil is | Accept in part. The submitter raised a number of points
Farmers a District wide issue not just a rural one. Council needs to |with the strategy some of which the Council has supported

stay within its jurisdictional area and ensure it complies
with its own consents. Council needs to use education
and incentives to achieve outcomes. Strategy does not
consider contaminated land (hazardous substances).

in its decision.

The Council has made the following changes in response
to the submission:

1. Vision Statement - The Council supports the
addition of economic well being to the vision
statement and considers that it is an important
component of environmental wellbeing.

2. Theme 1 Council and community leadership
and action - The request to add the additional
possible action: That Council will ensure that new
development  will not overload existing
infrastructure and lead to breaches of consent
conditions is supported in principle. It is noted
that possible actions in relation to strategic
infrastructure planning have been incorporated in
the Sustainable Communities Chapter a cross
reference has been added.

3. Theme 2 Sustainable Rural Environment and
Land Use — The request to amend the title so that
it reads “Sustainable District Wide Use,
Development and Subdivision”. The Council
considered that while some of the goals and
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Sub Name Summary Draft Decisions
No.

actions under this heading applied to the rural
environment others such as water quality applied
equally to urban areas. For this reason the
Council decided to amend the heading of Theme
2 to read Sustainable Environment and Land Use.
4. Goal Focus residential and rural-residential
growth around existing settlements to protect
prime agricultural soils — The submitter
requested the addition of a further possible action:
That the Council remained flexible and consider
impacts on high quality soils on a case by case
basis. In considering this matter the Council
supported the overall strategy of focused
development around existing settlements. The
Council noted that this strategy is consistent with
the policy direction in Future Proof and the Growth
Strategy. The Council noted that the wording of
the goal enabled some flexibility in that it used the
word “focus™. In this regard the Council wanted to
make it clear that it was not the intent of this goal
to limit rural dwellings where they are clearly
integral to farming operations. The Council noted
that the Growth Strategy clearly contemplated
limited additional rural residential areas
particularly in circumstances where significant
environmental gains can be made and considered
that this matter should be listed as an additional
possible action to be considered further as part of
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Sub Name Summary Draft Decisions
No.

the District Plan review: Consider providing
limited additional opportunities for rural residential
activities particularly where significant
environmental gains are made.

5. Goal — Future generations inherit healthy and
productive soils. The Council agrees with the
submitter and considers that an additional issue
needs to be added to differentiate between soils
that have been contaminated by hazardous
substances and gradual accumulation of
contaminants in soils. Refer to amended version
of Environment Strategy.

6. Goal — To improve water quality within the
District. The submitter has requested a number
of changes in respect of this goal and the issues
and actions that relate to it. The Council
considers that the Goal to improve water quality
within the District should remain as proposed.
The goal reflects the importance of agencies and
the community working collaboratively together.
The roles of the respective agencies will be
considered further through Phase 2 of the
Strategy. In respect of the possible action related
to farm management plans. The Council
considers that the possible action should be
amended to delete the word require. It does not
agree that the action should be deleted entirely
and notes that for these actions the strategy
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Sub Name Summary Draft Decisions
No.

states that the intent is to work collaboratively with
agencies and stakeholders. The Council
considers that the intent as to what collaborate
means could be clarified further by adding the
words “ to avoid duplication of
regulatory/administrative functions”. It is not
considered necessary to amend bullet point 9 as
requested. The issue raised by the submitter will
be a matter to consider as part of the District Plan
review. The Council supports the addition of a
further possible action related to on-site
wastewater systems. The matter raised regarding
municipal systems is already covered under
Theme One and a cross reference can be added
to clarify this further.

7. Goal — To protect, enhance, restore and
reconnect indigenous habitats to improve
their long term viability. The request to
consider financial incentives for individual and
community led projects is supported in principle.
The Council also considers that the concept of
incentives should be broadened to include other
types of incentives as well.

8. Goal — To protect the unique and special
landscape features within Waipa. The Council
understands the issues raised and the need to
consider the impact on landowners. In the list of
possible actions the Council has signalled the
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Sub Name Summary Draft Decisions
No.
need to consider a range of methods both
regulatory and non-regulatory. The most
appropriate methods will be considered further as
part of the District Plan review.
EO02 Te Awamutu Community | The submitter considers protecting unique habitats; | The Council notes the points raised about the need to
Board managing growth, water conservation and zero waste are | better connect with the community. This issue is
the main issues. Council needs to build relationships with | acknowledged in a number of Theme areas, goals, issues
community and organisations - communicate and consult | and actions in the Draft Strategy. In addition ideas and
in a manner that suits the community rather than just the | suggestions for improvement on consultation methods and
Council. processes would be welcomed. The suggestions for
priority areas are noted and are included in the proposed
list of priorities. Actions related to the priorities areas will
be developed further as part of Phase Il of the
Environment Strategy.
EO3 Cambridge Community | The submitter states that Council needs to avoid | The issue raised about duplication is noted. The intent of
Board duplication of policies etc that are covered by other | the Environment Strategy is to ensure collaboration
agencies to avoid additional costs to the ratepayers. between agencies and key stakeholders. Collaboration is
interpreted in the Strategy as meaning “avoiding
duplication, recognising the specific roles and
responsibilities of each agency and making the best use of
available resources” (Theme 1, Goal 2). The further
definition of roles and responsibilities will be assisted by
the Regional Policy Statement review as well as Phase |l
of the Environment Strategy.
EO4 Cambridge Tree Trust The submitter suggests ways for Council to improve | The Council agrees with the submitter that it is important

existing walkways and connect through developing new
cycleways and walkways. Improve riverside habitats/vistas

to provide good connections both within and between
areas. The need to improve connections has been
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Sub Name Summary Draft Decisions

No.
and make it more accessible to visitors. identified as an issue within the Strategy and a number of

possible actions have been identified. A number of the
suggested improvements have been incorporated within
the Cambridge Town Plan. Parks work programmes and
the Annual Plan process provides opportunities to
implement these requests.

EO5 Alan Hall The submitter emphasises the need to have accurate and | The Council agrees that it is important to have formal
detailed lists of heritage items based on agreed criteria. | criteria to assess heritage resources. The need for the
Need to encourage t ngata whenua involvement. The | criteria is recognised within the Heritage and Culture
submitter also suggests that there is the need to avoid | Theme. A number of possible actions have been
being over protective and to focus on protecting a | identified as to how increased t ngata whenua
representative selection rather than all sites. involvement in heritage protection in the District could be

facilitated. An additional possible action of investigating
t ngata whenua representation on the Heritage Council
has also been added.

EO6 NZ Transport Agency The submitter notes that transport networks and land use | The Council accepts and acknowledges the support from
closely link into the concept of sustainability and require | NZTA to the direction taken in the Draft Strategy. It is
integrated planning. NZTA supports a number of goals | noted that the preparation of Waipa Transport Strategy is
that reflect this including the development of a Waipa | underway.

Integrated transport strategy and implementation of urban
design protocol principles.
EQ7 Dr Alison Dewes, Ag First | The submitter considers that soil health and avoiding | The Council agrees that it is necessary to specify

Waikato

contamination,  developments and  activities in
inappropriate locations and poor land use practice are the
main issues. Suggests the strategy would be improved by
including quantifiable targets. Encourage collective
partnerships. Specify clear targets, goals, incentives and
have a regulatory backstop to deter bad practice. Show

guantifiable goals and targets and notes that this will occur
as part of Phase Il of the Strategy. It is noted that the
issue of inappropriate locations and poor land use
practices has been identified as a priority action. The
submitter queries whether the Primary Sector Water
Partnership has been a success. In response the Council
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Sub Name Summary Draft Decisions

No.
leadership, supply incentives and education to assist in | has decided to refer to other examples.
collectively lifting our game.

EO8 Kevin Cristie EcoFX Ltd; | The submitter considers protecting the long term viability | The Council acknowledges the submitters support for the

PO Box 248 Otorohanga of indigenous habitats is the main issue. The submitter | Strategy. The Council agrees that emphasis needs to be

suggests Council focus on long term sustainable land use. | placed on working with landowners to promote retention
Work collaboratively with landowners. Acquire land for | and long term viability of indigenous habitat.
buffering sensitive areas and encourage wetlands to
improve run off.

EQ09 Environment Waikato The submitter fully supports the proactive and strategic | Accept. The Council notes the general support for the

approach reflected in the Draft Environment Strategy. It is
important the EW and Waipa District Council are
consistent in our approaches and implementation
mechanisms.  Council needs to include flexibility to
incorporate any directions given in the reviewed RPS.
Some actions in the strategy are best implemented
through regional mechanisms rather than local authority
mechanisms and Strategy should note this.

Strategy. In respect of the issues raised the Council has

made the following decisions:

1. Theme 2, Potential for duplication: The Council
supports the need for further discussion about roles
and responsibilities. Amendments have been made to
the strategy to make it clear that it is not the intent to
duplicate functions. In particular additional text has
been added to Theme 2, Goal 3, Issue 1 in respect of
water quality to make this clear. The text related to
farm plans has also been amended to state that farm
plans will be encouraged rather than required. Waipa
District Council agrees that further discussion through
Phase Il of the strategy will assist in clarifying defining
roles and responsibilities in respect of these matters

2. Theme 2, Rural residential development — Theme 2,
Goal 1, Issue 1 the Council agrees the issue needs to
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Sub
No.

Name

Summary

Draft Decisions

be changed to refer to supply of rural residential land.

3. Theme 4, Infrastructure planning. Goal 4 states that
there is “High quality and strategic infrastructure
planning that enables Waipa to grow”. Concern is
raised that the wording of the goal may be interpreted
to predict growth and then provide infrastructure as
opposed to the co-ordination of infrastructure with land
use planning. The Council considers that both growth
management and land use planning do involve an
element of prediction with the overall outcome being
co-ordination. Amendments have been made to the
goals in an attempt to make this clearer.

4. Theme 4, Energy — The Council agrees that an
additional issue relating to Energy use should be
added to the strategy. Refer to the amended strategy.

E10

Aggregate Quarry Ass. of
NZ, C/o Graeme Mathieson

The submitter states that aggregate and mineral
resources need to be acknowledged as important
resources in accordance with Future Proof and Waipa
2050. Zoning and policy provisions should not restrict
access to identified mineral resources or allow reverse
sensitivity issues to deny access to them. The potential
conflict between unique and special landscape features
and access to mineral resources needs to be carefully
managed. Quarries are temporary features and adverse
effects can be managed through the resource consent
process.

The Council agrees that the Draft Strategy needs to be
amended to include appropriate recognition of the
importance of aggregate and mineral resources. The
following changes have been made in association with this
submission:

1. Theme 2: Sustainable Environment and Land Use:
Add sentences to the Background recognising the
significance of aggregate/mineral resources and that
access to resources is becoming increasingly difficult
as development intensity increases.

2. Theme 2, Goal 1: Add “and access to mineral
resources where appropriate” to the Goal.
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Name

Summary

Draft Decisions

3. Theme 2, Goal 1: Add ‘and aggregate/mineral
extraction’ after farm practices in the current state
section.

4. Goal 1, Possible actions: Amend the possible action
relating to reverse sensitivity to include “access to
mineral resources”.

5. Goal 1, Possible action relating to managing rural
issues such as noise and odour. The Counclil
considers that it is not necessary to specifically
mention extractive industries under this action.

6. Goal: To protect the unique and special landscape
features within Waipa: The request to add a
statement that the mining of aggregate and mineral
resources can occur within special landscape
character areas is not accepted. It is noted that the
submitter will have the opportunity to comment on
landscape character areas and rules as part of the
District Plan Review.

Ell

Perry Resources

Ltd.,
Mathieson

Clo

(2008)
Graeme

as per EO 10 above

The Council agrees that the Draft Strategy needs to be
amended to include appropriate recognition of the
importance of aggregate and mineral resources. The
following changes have been made in association with this
submission:

1. Theme 2. Sustainable Environment and Land Use:
Add sentences to the Background recognising the
significance of aggregate/mineral resources and that
access to resources is becoming increasingly difficult
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Name

Summary

Draft Decisions

as development intensity increases.

Theme 2, Goal 1. Add “and access to mineral
resources where appropriate” to the Goal.

Theme 2, Goal 1: Add ‘and aggregate/mineral
extraction’ after farm practices in the current state
section.

Goal 1, Possible actions: Amend the possible action
relating to reverse sensitivity to include “access to
mineral resources”.

Goal 1, Possible action relating to managing rural
issues such as noise and odour. The Counclil
considers that it is not necessary to specifically
mention extractive industries under this action.

Goal: To protect the unique and special landscape
features within Waipa: The request to add a
statement that the mining of aggregate and mineral
resources can occur within special landscape
character areas is not accepted. It is noted that the
submitter will have the opportunity to comment on
landscape character areas and rules as part of the
District Plan Review.

E12

Mighty River Power

The submitter generally supports the strategy, but caution
that the following matters are of importance:

- enabling ongoing operation of existing Waikato hydro
system

- managing reverse sensitivity associated with growth

- water supply planning

- river corridor hazard management

The Council acknowledges support for the strategy and
has made the following amendments in respect of the
submission:

1.

Theme 1, Goal 2, Issue 1, Possible Action 2: This
action has been amended to include other appropriate
agencies such as Mighty River Power.

. Theme 2, Goal 1 — The request to amend the goal to
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include the words “where appropriate” has been made.
It is agreed that in some situations expansions of
existing settlements may not be appropriate.

3. Theme 2, Goal 1, Issue 1, Possible Action 4. The
request to add reverse sensitivity effects on existing
activities and natural resources including productive
soils is accepted.

4. Theme 2, Goal 5 — The concerns of the submitter are
noted. There will be the opportunity to comment on
landscape character areas and associated methods as
part of the District Plan Review.

5. Theme 4, Goal 4, Issue 1, Possible Action 5—The
request to add ‘infrastructure providers’ as well as
utility companies is supported

6. Theme 4, Goal 6, Possible Action 2 — The request
to consider flood hazard management in respect of
climate change is supported

7. Figure 1 — Comments in respect of the place of the
Environment Strategy in the policy hierarchy is noted.
The Environment Strategy has been developed to be
consistent with Waipa 2050 and Future Proof and the
vision for the District. The Environment Strategy will
be used to inform future reviews of the Growth
Strategy. A link between the Environment Strategy and
the Growth Strategy has been included.

8. The request to add reference to the Waikato
Catchment Enhancement and Ecological Trust in
action points is accepted. Refer to the amended
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Strategy.
E13 Department of The submitter outlines the mutual interest with Council in a | In general the Council agrees with a number of the

Conservation

number of areas in the District and is also a significant
partner for the Council. Council could better assist
existing groups (eg Waikato Biodiversity Forum) to provide
advice to landowners. A number of wording changes are
proposed to clarify and refine the Strategy.

changes suggested. The following substantive changes

have been made in response to the submission. The

minor changes identified in the submission have been
made and the submitter is referred to the amended
version of the Strategy:

1. Theme 1 Goal 2, Issue 1, Possible Action 2: The
possible action related to plans and strategies has
been amended to refer to the Department of
Conservation.

2. Theme 2, Goal 4, Issue 3 Drainage has been added
to the issue and text has been added recognising
Waipa District’s current rules relating to drainage.

3. Theme 2, Goal 2, Issue 3 The possible action related
to consideration of restrictions on peat soils has been
expanded to include other land use activities.
Collaboration with Environment Waikato will be
required to assess appropriate roles and
responsibilities.

4. Theme 2, Goal 4, Issue 2 The current action has been
expanded to refer to a range of protection
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mechanisms including QE Il covenants. The Waikato
Biodiversity Forum has been added as a current
action.

5. Theme 2, Goal 4, Issue 3 The Council agrees that
drainage is a threat to peat lakes and has accordingly
amended the issue to incorporate drainage.

6. Theme 2, Goal 5 The identified issue relating to
landscape has not been amended to incorporate
natural character. The Council notes that natural
character is a key element of landscape assessment
along with a range of other factors.

7. Theme 3, Goal 1, Issue 2, Possible Action An
additional action has been added to reflect the
possibility of collaboration between agencies in the
promotion of heritage sites.

El4

Auckland Waikato Fish and
Game: David Klee

The submitter supports the broad goals of the Strategy.
Need to manage conflict between prime agricultural land
and indigenous habitats while ensuring that game bird
hunters have access to hunting sites/public lakes.

After considering the issues raised by the submitter the
Council considers that continued access to hunting sites /
public lakes should be recognised within the strategy. An
amendment to the list of possible actions under Theme 2,
Goal 1, Issue 1 has been made.

E15

Waikato Biodiversity
Forum: Moira Cursey

The submitter generally supports the Strategy and
recommends some changes. Research, monitoring and
partnerships are very important. The Biodiversity Forum
could assist. How to prioritise actions so they can be
funded will be the next step.

The Council acknowledges the important work carried out
by the Biodiversity forum and has added the Forum as a
current action under appropriate issues. The Biodiversity
Forum will be invited to participate in the development of
Phase Il of the Strategy.
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E16

Pirongia Te Aroaro O Kahu
Restoration Society: Clare
St Pierre

The submitter considers a lack of specific data collection
and analysis to fully define issues is a problem, and
pervasive statements of issues should not be applied to
our District as a result. Pirongia is an iconic landscape
and important native habitat. Council can assist the
Society in promoting sustainable lifestyles and community
solutions. There is a danger in implementing actions
without a critical assessment/ data collection and analysis
to define precisely what the current situation is. Changes
in practices will not necessarily raise costs and Council
could take action in looking for ways to make current
activities into revenue earners.

The Council agrees that data gathering and a critical
assessment of issues is required before methods are
implemented. This is the first phase of the water
conservation strategy.

Theme 2 Goal 4 has been amended to appropriately
recognise the significance of the temperate forest on
Mount Pirongia.

The Council is very supportive of the work undertaken by
the Pirongia Te Aroaro o Kahu Restoration Society and
has amended the strategy to include the work undertaken
by the Society as a current action.

E1l7

P Vincent

The submitter states that Waipa needs to maintain
existing wetlands and bush properly.

The Council agrees that ongoing appropriate management
of existing wetlands and bush areas is important. The
Environment Strategy signals that management of wetland
and native bush areas requires a collaborative effort
between landowners and agencies. The Council
contributions are made and budgeted for through the 10
Year Plan process.

E18

Fred and Cathy Boggis

The submitters states that Council should protect what we
have now before too much is gone.

The comments made are noted. The Council has a
number of workstreams planned and underway that seek
to protect the valued characteristics of Waipa.
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E19 Mark Waters The submitter states that Council has lost face with the | The comments are noted. The implementation of the
community. The community feels they don® listen. | identified actions may assist with the issues that have
Growth should be sustainable and add to the community | been identified. The first step in this process is the
not detract from it. development of Phase Il of the Environment Strategy.
E20 Barbara Pranger The submitter considers water, soil and air quality are a | The following amendments have been made in response
priority. Constant growth is not essential for a sustainable | to the issue raised in this submission:
community. Rural residential development does not
destroy productivity of the soil. Reverse sensitivity - if | 1. Theme 2 has been amended to refer to Sustainable
subdivision creates negative impacts then it shouldn® be Environment and Land Use reflecting that some of the
allowed. Council could be a leader in sustainability and matters referred to under this theme relate to both
stop using agrichemicals. urban and rural areas. The background to the theme
areas has also been amended to reflect the
importance of air, soil and water quality to residents of
the District.

2. Trends over the past few years in respect of rural
residential subdivision have shown that rural
development has taken place on high quality soils.
The point raised about reverse sensitivity has been
reinforced under Theme 2, Goal 1, Possible Action 4.

3. Theme 1, Goal 1, Issue 1 relates to the Council's
environmental practises. The consideration of the
agrichemicals that are used by Council has been
added to the list of possible actions.

E21 Unknown The submitter seeks to separate Council resource control | The Council notes the following in response to the

issues from local council building controls.

submission. The Building Act requires the Council to
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issue building consents that require planning consents.
However, in circumstances where the planning consent
has not been obtained by the time the building consent is
issued then a section 37 notice is put on the building
consent. This means that works are not permitted to start
until the planning consent has been issued.

E22

Peter Fulton-Bevers

The submitter notes that the majority of Waipa homes
were built before insulation was mandatory, and there are
health benefits in retrofitting and a number of methods
available. As a part of any new building consent for
alterations or additions of any kind, a requirement to
insulate the entire home to current standards would be
mandatory.

The Council is limited in the actions it can take under
section 112 of the Building Act. Section 112 only enables
the Council to require additional works (ie to areas of a
dwelling/building that are not proposed to be altered)
where it is related to the means of escape from fire and
provision of disabled access.

E23

Hamilton City Council

The submitter is in general support of the Strategy and
considers it to be in accordance with Future Proof, but has
some specific comments on rural residential and non-rural
land use location, TDR function, protecting and enhancing
indigenous habitats, improving stream water quality, and
sustainable transport. The submitter emphasises the
desirability of working with adjoining Councils to address
cross boundary issues. The submitter also comments it is
unclear how actions will be incorporated and prioritised in
the final Strategy.

In general the Council agrees with a number of points
raised in the submission. The following decisions have
been made in response to the submission:

1. Theme 2, Goal 1, Issue 1, Possible Action 3 — The
description about the alternative uses in the rural
areas has been amended to state that it is those uses
that have traditionally required a rural setting. This
matter will be further refined during the District Plan
Review.

2. Theme 2, Goal 4, Issue 1, Possible Action 4- It is
not considered necessary to amend this point to
make reference to Future Proof. The Strategy was
developed in accordance with Future Proof. It is
considered appropriate to add Future Proof to the
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diagram in Figure 1 to make this clear.

3. Theme 2, Goal 4, Issue 2, Possible Action 4 — The
Council’s position on TDRs will be developed further
through the Plan Review. It is identified in the
Strategy as a possible action that will need further
action including discussions with Future Proof
partners.

4. Collaboration — The Council agrees that there are
benefits from working together on a range of matters
including those identified in the letter and has
identified this in a number of places in the strategy. In
response to this request the Council has added a
further issue to Theme 1, Goal 2, Issue 2, Cross
Boundary Effects — Use of different regulatory
approaches

5. Theme 4, Goal 2, Issue 1: The issue has been
reworded to in a more positive light and the Council
agrees that there are benefits in working together on
this issue. The Council is currently preparing an
Integrated Transport Strategy which should provide
an opportunity for this to happen.

E24

Sustainable Cambridge Inc.
Jenny Wilson

The submitter considers that engaging the community
through education and encouragement is the key issue.
Promoting initiatives that impact positively on community
health. Sustainable Cambridge could work in partnership
with Council towards achieving goals. The Vision
statement should be changed to an outcome statement.

The Council notes the submitters support for the strategy
and particularly for those initiatives related to education.
Phase Il of the Strategy will develop these actions further.

The opposition to the Vision statement is noted. The
Council has decided to retain the Vision Statement largely
as proposed and notes it is important that the statement
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has both a community and a natural environment focus.

The Council has considered the point raised in the
submission regarding peak oil and has decided to amend
the current state of Theme 4, Goal 2 and Goal 7 to
recognise peak oil. This leads to possible issues and
actions related to transport.

E25

Cambridge Chamber
Commerce: Julie Epps

of

The submitter considers the main issues are connecting
people with the environment, promoting character and
sense of place and managing growth and development.
The submitter suggests that Council demonstrate
leadership by more @®ands on®©initiatives. The vision
statement should be changed

The Council has made the following decision in response

to the issues raised in the submission:

1. Add a new goal Local Food Growing to Theme 4
Sustainable Communities — The Council agrees that
local food growing promotes sustainability. This point
is recognised within the strategy in Theme 1, Goal 5,
Issue 1 related to connecting communities with the
environment and refers to the Kihikihi community
garden as an example. An additional action has also
been added to Theme 4 Goal 7 to consider reviewing
District Plan bulk and location requirements to facilitate
home food growing.

2. Issue of Fuel and fertiliser costs — Amendments
have been made to the current state of Theme 4, Goal
2 and Goal 7 to recognise these issues. This leads to
possible issues and actions related to transport. An
additional action has also been added to Theme 4
Goal 7 to consider reviewing District Plan bulk and
location requirements to facilitate home food growing.

3. Theme 1, Goal 1, Issue 1 — The Council agrees with
the addition of a further possible action relating to the
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promotion of more hands on initiatives such as
provision of bicycles for public use and fruit trees in
Council reserves

4. Rewording of Vision Statement — The Council
appreciates the issue raised and has decided to retain
the statement largely as proposed. The suggestions
may assist the Council in considering how the Council
promotes the strategy

E26

Bill Garland

The submitter considers that Council should ensure that
land or building owners shouldn® have to solely fund
works that provide public good benefits (eg protecting
indigenous habitat, heritage buildings). Council has a role
to support and encourage individual's actions that improve
the environment.

Should Council wish to get involved in soil management
this would best be achieved through an in-house sall
management expertise and working with landowners - but
avoid duplication with EW.

The Council notes the comments made in the submission
and considers that the trade offs between protecting a
building or feature for ‘public good’ and the effect that has
on private landowners will be investigated further during
the District Plan Review. Incentives that facilitate
protection as well as regulation will need to be considered.
Ways in which improved soil management practices in the
District can be facilitated will be considered further in
collaboration with Environment Waikato. @ The RPS
Review provides a vehicle for this to happen.
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Environment Strategy Workshop Recommendations

Council and Community
Leadership and Action

1.

Goal 2: Add “...to achieve sustainable outcomes” at
the end of goal 2. Avoid overlap of regulation.

Goal 5 — reword second sentence to “Waipa District
Council facilitates and supports local organisations
and individuals to be regularly involved in
environmental care and education activities.”

Add a new goal to focus/increase emphasis on
education.

Goal 1 - New issue — Waipa District Council needs to
set its own high standards to achieve genuine
sustainable outcomes not just cost effective options.
Add new possible actions —

Establish an environmental youth forum

Assist in establishing a Sustainable Cambridge
Education Centre

Educate community on water use

The following amendments to the strategy have been

made:

1. Amendment 1 and 2 are supported and the strategy
has been amended.

2. Amendment 3 education initiatives are identified as
specific actions under Theme 1, Goal 5 to facilitate
increased links between the health and wellbeing of
the environment and our own health. A new goal is
not required.

3. Amendment 4 is already included under Theme 1,
Goal 1, Issue 1

4. Amendment 5 The additional possible actions have

been included in the relevant sections of the Strategy.
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Sustainable
Environment

Rural

Reword Goal one by adding ‘Where appropriate to
the end of goal statement.

a. Issue 1 — reword to manage supply

Goal 2 - Add issues and actions regarding land
contaminated with hazardous substances as distinct
from gradual accumulation by agricultural activities

a. Issue 2 — drainage, oxidation and compaction of
peat are the issues not settlement
Goal 3 — consider changing to maintain as improve is
rather ambitious
a. Issue is bigger than the water quality goal and is
actually two separate matters. One relates to
reverse sensitivity (see Goal 1) and the other is
about landuse practices in  sensitive
environments.

Goal 4 — need to recognise the community good in
securing protection on private land — landowners
should not be disadvantaged when acting for public
good.

Goal 5 — Need to include 'natural character’

a. Need to ensure policy and actions don'’t conflict

— eg native plantings in a view shaft.

The following amendments to the strategy have been to
the strategy

1.

Amendment 1 and 2 are supported and the strategy
has been amended.

Amendment 3 to the Water Quality goal is not
supported. The Council considers that the strategy is
aspirational and that the District should be aiming for
improved water quality. Priority should be placed on
streams / waterways / lakes that originate within the
District.

Amendment 4 No further amendments are considered
necessary. A number of the actions identified in this
theme area identify the importance of community good
and further investigation will occur through the District
Plan review.

Amendment 5 The Council considers that it is not
considered necessary to amend the goal to refer to
natural character. Natural character along with other
elements are key factors in landscape assessment.
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Heritage and Culture

1. Additional actions:

Closer liaison  with Nz
Association

Work more closely with T ngata Whenua to
identify sites of significance

Heritage needs to be considered as part of the

urban design toolbox

Archaeological

The Council notes that proposed additional action 1 and 2
are already recognised under Theme 3, Goal 2, Issue 1.

An amendment has been made to Theme 3, Goal 3, Issue
1, Possible Action 2 to include “through building design”.

Sustainable Communities

1. Amend Goal 4

(infrastructure) to incorporate
sustainability principles - reflect planned growth with
planned infrastructure

2. Amend goal 6 to include peak oil issue
3. Add additional

goal focussing on local food

production - “Grow local, buy local’

4. Actions — public transport — add other options like car

pooling, ride sharing, service organisations

5. Issue —energy efficiency — amend to say initial costs

are high

6. Issue —renewable generation — Reword to “Releasing

the potential for appropriate small scale domestic
renewable energy generation activities.

7. Add new issue re managing the effects of peak olil
8. Add new

issue — Rebuilding social/community
networks, providing facilities within local walking
distances, shared gardens, buying local

Amendments 1,2,5,6 are supported and the strategy has
been amended to incorporate these matters.

Amendment 4 is supported as it relates to the
implementation of the outcomes of the Waipa Integrated
Transport Strategy an additional possible action has been
added to Theme 4, Goal 2, Issue 1.

Amendment 7 - A separate issue relating to peak oil has
not been incorporated but has been included within the
Energy Goal.

Amendments 3 and 8 are already provided for under
actions related to Theme 1, Goal 5.
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The meeting adjourned for the morning tea break at 10.39am and reconvened at 10.55am.

8 FUTURE PROOF (SUB-REGIONAL GROWTH STRATEGY) UPDATE

File: 65-06-36
Area of Influence Study

Manager — Strategy, G Knighton said a proliferation of rural residential development
around Hamilton has put demands on city services and the Hamilton City Council
were concerned, and sought the opportunity to be advised of such developments to
determine if they would seek to have input on the proposals. The type of
developments of interest would include major plan changes.

Hamilton City Council, Waikato District Council and Waipa District Council were
assessing how such an outcome could be achieved, possibly with joint consideration
of applications by the Future Proof partners who may then make a formal submission
on the application.

Southern Sector Study

Mr Knighton said the study was now underway, with the work to be undertaken by
Beca, and completion expected by the end of March 2010. The study will
recommend the preferred land use pattern and associated infrastructure
requirements for the project area.

RESOLVED
3/10/06

That the information be received.
Councillor Lee / Councillor Cox

There being no further business the meeting closed at 11.2am.

CONFIRMED AS A TRUE AND ACCURATE RECORD

CHAIRPERSON

DATE:
Completed and dispatched: 3 February 2010

Document Number 10010562



