Keep Vaccinations Up To Date

ound-four dogs with the typical symptoms of
severe vomiting and diarrhoea before having to be
euthanased. Ask your vet for advice and ensure your
dog is kept up-to-date with all vaccination requirements
to reduce the risk. Remember that dogs already stressed
due to fleas, worms and other environmental factors are
more susceptible to illness and disease, so keep on top
of flea and worm treatments too.
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To access dog application forms and info check out
Council’s website www.waipadc.govt.nz then click on

“About our Services” and then “Animal Control”.

Other websites that may be of interest:
www.doglinks.co.nz — includes Dog Events Calendar
www.petboarding.co.nz
www.dogsafety.govt.nz
www.rawessentials.co.nz
www.dogagility.org.nz
www.petsonthenet.co.nz — for
animals, plus pets looking for T
other pet services
www.lifestyleblock.co.nz — go to “Lifestyle Files” and
then “Working Dogs”

www.legislation.govt.nz — then search for “Dog Control
Act 1996”

There is a proposal before Council to increase dog (and
stock) impounding/ sustenance fees for the new
financial year beginning 1% July 2010. However
registered dogs picked up for a first wandering offence
by Animal Control during normal working hours will
generally be returned home free of charge, if the owner
is able to be contacted and/or the dog can be safely
secured on the owner’s property.

Waipa District Council Ani@atitrol Services

Council offers a 24 hour dog/stock control service:

8am - 5pm — customer support staff are available to take
all routine calls

5pm — 8am week days, weekends and public holidays —
after-hours staff are available to deal with urgent
incidents. Contact us on (0800) 924 723 for any of the
above. You can also contact Council’s customer support
staff for non-urgent matters via email at
inffo@waipadc.govt.nz or visit Council's web-site
www.waipadc.govt.nz then follow links to: About our
Services/Animal Control

ourage all'dog owners to exercise their dog daily and
it is great to see the number of owners out on the streets
every day/evening in our district. However please take care

to ensure your dog enjoys the experience as much as you do.

While walking is generally fine, running dogs long term on
hard surfaces can lead to joint damage and pain. Your dog’s
level of fitness may also not be comparable to yours,
particularly in older dogs or dogs not used to exercise or in
breeds of dogs that are prone to breathing difficulties.
Running dogs in hot weather can also be very
uncomfortable, or even dangerous. And if your dog is
required to be muzzled when in public, a basket type muzzle
should be used that allows the dog to fully open its mouth.

Remember it is about social and mental stimulation as much
as physical exercise, and giving your dog the opportunity to
check out new smells and sights outside of his/her usual
environment.
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U Anne in Auckland who has donated so much (bedding,
treats and much more) to the pound

U Cambridge/Leamington Pet Vet for donating dog food

U Murray for donating dog food

U Sandy for donating bags of used clothing to use as
bedding

U Te Awamutu SPCA for donating dog food

Missing dog recovered by owthersks amicrechip

Last summer “Sally” (not her real name) a Bichon Frise was
enjoying time at a Coromandel beach with her owners when
she disappeared from view. As they live near the beach, her
owners thought she had returned home on her own, but
Sally wasn’t there. Nor had she been handed into
the Thames-Coromandel dog pound by anyone (as required
by law if a dog’s owner is unknown).

Then on 3" February Waipa District Council received a call to
say a Bichon Frise dog had been found wandering in Kihikihi.
Animal Control staff collected the dog, scanned her for a
micro-chip and found a match on the National Dog
Database. The dog turned out to be Sally, and her owners
were thrilled to get her back, having thought they would
never see her again.

Animal Control staff strongly recommend that all dog owners
micro-chip their dogs, particularly valuable working dogs, as
a micro-chip is the best way to prove ownership of a dog if it
should be stolen or somehow ends up a long way from
home.

0A dog teaches a boy fidelity, perseverance, and to t

around three times before lying dovin-Robert Benchley
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Welcometo?2 | A LIafingd Comment 2010

We would like to sincerely thank all dog owners who responded to the survey that was

sent out with our Canine Comment newsletter last year. The survey responses

Publishedannuallyfordo  provided us with a good overview of what is important to our dog owners. We also

owners in Waipa District to received a number of suggestions for topics you would like to see included in

g]l]c WAT] [ € newsletters. We have endeavoured to cover some of the suggestions in this edition,
hﬂ'ecareaﬂcom'dcfy( and plan to include the remainder in future newsletters.

dog.
ChangesAnimal Controbiisonnel

Jennie McFarlane, who has been the manager of Animal Control since 2001, has
recently taken up a new position within Waipa District Council as Legal and Corporate

Support Manager. The team wish Jennie all the best in her new role.
In thIS ISsue Stepping up into Jennie’s shoes is Karl Tutty who has been with Waipa District Council
. since 2000 working as an Environmental Health Officer/Liquor Licensing Inspector. Karl
- BY‘WWPOiCYfe\HN will be responsible for overseeing the Environmental Health, Liquor Licensing and
Animal Control functions, plus he has a wealth of knowledge in the areas of planning

- Microchip reunitesSall  and the Resource Management Act.

Outside of work, Karl is a volunteer fire fighter for Te Awamutu Fire Brigade, and has a
IMPORTANZhanges tr & g

. . young family which keeps him busy!
dog registration fees
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David Lee who has covered the Te Awamutu side of the district for many years is now
working in Cambridge, with Vickie Byford, who previously covered Cambridge, working

- Bxerdisingyourdogsal ;i te Awamutu.

-  Minimum standardsfoi  Helen MclLean continues to provide support to both officers while undertaking a co-
welfareofdogs ordinator role for Animal Control, working alongside Helen Pihema who provides
administrative support for the team.

-k F Bahappyef!ilg All members of the Animal Control team are happy to talk to dog owners, either in
relation to your legal responsibilities, or just for general advice/assistance on any

- Websites of interest aspect of dog ownership. If we can’t help with your query, we will be able to guide you
to someone who can.

- vaccinations up
= ® Dog Coats to Keep YouaPat'\y Vihter

|
and much more! We had a huge demand for copies of the knitting pattern, and the sewing pattern for
dog coats that we featured in last year’s newsletter. We still have copies available at
both Council offices if anyone plans to make winter coats for their dogs.

df you think dogs can't count, try putting three dog biscui
in your pocket and then giving Fido only two of them.
~Phil Pastoret
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Changesibdregistration Fees

A reminder that dog registration notices for the 2010/2011 registration year
will be sent out to all dog owners around mid June this year. Fees are
officially due 1 July 2010, but must be paid by 30th July to avoid the penalty
of 50%.

In the past, registration notices have shown the full fee and then allowed a
discount of $20 per dog if paid on time. This year, however, we are changing
to a penalty system to encourage early registration. Please don’t be caught
out by the changes — ensure you pay by 5pm Friday 30" July to avoid
increased penalty charges.

Last year Council conducted a review of the Dog Control Bylaw 2007 and
Council’s Policy on the Control of Dogs, which included an evaluation of all
dog exercise and prohibited areas within the district.

We sent surveys to all dog owners with last year’s newsletter and received
over 900 back which was a great result. We also called for formal
submissions through public notices and received 16, most of which related to
the proposed removal of the Cambridge Wordsworth Street dog exercise
area. As a result, this area has been retained as an exercise area, at least for
the foreseeable future. Other changes also mostly relate to exercise areas,
either existing areas being removed, or the addition of new areas.

Copies of the bylaw and policy documents are available on Council’s website,
www.waipadc.govt.nz under “About our Services” and then “Animal
Control”. Copies are also available at Council offices.

Maps of Dog Exercise Araéreas Prohibited to Dogs

The Animal Control team have recently printed new maps, incorporating the
abovementioned changes, showing both designated “off leash” exercise

areas for dogs, and areas that are prohibited to dogs. There are two
different maps, one of Cambridge and one of Te Awamutu (both also show
surrounding areas of Pirongia, Karapiro, Ohaupo, Lake Ngaroto and Acacia
Narrows).

Maps are available free of charge from Council offices and also from
Te Awamutu and Cambridge Information Centres.
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If you are moving house, if your dog has been
rehomed to a new owner, or if your dog has
died please give our customer support staff a
call to let them know so that we can update
your records. Better still, complete the enclosed
“Change of Registration” form and return to us
without delay.
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Animal control staff are always looking for homes for unclaimed impounded dogs that have
a good temperament, but while we successfully rehome a number of dogs each year, there
are inevitably some that have to be humanely euthanased.

Sam was one dog we thought wouldn’t make it into a new home. Sam was young, athletic,
charming and friendly with a very strong play drive, but he was sadly lacking in “good looks”.
His photo on our rehoming board failed to draw any attention.

Then we received word via Waikato District Council that USAR Search Dog Association were
looking for suitable dogs to train as rescue dogs, and we immediately emailed them to let
them know about Sam. Following a meeting at the pound, Sam was accepted into their
training school, and they are confident he will successfully graduate after completing 18
months training.

Vickie recently attended a USAR training weekend and was very impressed with all their
dogs, but particularly Sam who was “enthusiastic” and “awesome” (but then, she is biased!)

S EN
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Sam in the pound

" sam hard at work sechin‘é“f0|ct|ms buried
beneath the rubble
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There are currently 6619 dogs registered in the Waipa District, of which 2893 have been
micro-chipped so far (remember only newly registered dogs, classified dogs and some
impounded dogs are legally required to be chipped).

In the 12 months from 1 January 2009 to 31 December 2009, Animal Control staff
received 1541 complaints for investigation (of which 1378 were about dogs, the
remainder were in relation to stock control).

Approximately 300 dogs were impounded across the district during this time.

Pest Control and the Risk of Poisons

It is that time of year when many people are using poisons/baits to control the autumn
influx of rats and mice. Itis important to take care when using rat bait to ensure it is not
accessible to pets or other non target animals, and that any carcasses are removed and
disposed of quickly to avoid secondary poisoning. For advice on using poisons and other
methods of rodent control, check out www.lifestyleblock.co.nz and follow the link to
“Pests” under the “Lifestyle File” heading.

Code of Recommendations and Minimum Standards for the Welfare of Dogs

The code for welfare of dogs has recently been reviewed. To check on progress, and to
read the code once it has been finalised, check www.maf.govt.nz and follow the link to
“Animal Welfare”.
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J.R Ackerley

Veterina@rtificatefRequired foeteregs

Many owners note on their registration form that a particular dog is
neutered. Unfortunately we cannot update the dog’s record on the
computer unless we receive verification of this i.e. a vet certificate.
Owners of urban dogs receive a discount for neutered dogs, so it may be
worthwhile following this up. Once the dog’s record is updated, it will
retain its neutered status on Council records for the rest of its life.

Liver Loaf foDog

(A welreceived treat food for dagllent as a training tool)

Reprinted by popular demah
400g lamb’s fry (or can use ox liver)
2-4 eggs

2 cups flour

1 teaspoon baking powder

1 teaspoon garlic (optional)

Blend lamb’s fry in blender or mouli until smooth.
Mix with other ingredients.
Spread into a baking dish.
Bake at 150 degrees for 20-30 minutes until “bread like” appearance
(e.g. doughy and puffy).
Slice and use. Keep refrigerated. Note, excess can be frozen for later
use.
Recipe provided by Vickie Byfo

Following some television documentaries last year, there has been much
talk lately about inherited health disorders in dogs.

It is important that people considering new dog ownership are aware of
these issues, and should question the dog breeder about the pup’s
parentage, about any known disorders in other dogs related to the pup,
and whether the breeder has tested for disorders known to the
particular breed of dog eg hip or elbow scoring for displasia, or eye
testing before breeding from them.

Owners should also bear in mind that not all disorders are genetic, some
other issues present at birth can occur during gestation. Also, many
genetic disorders are multifactorial, meaning there are a number of
environmental factors that contribute to the problem developing. As an
example, nutrition, weight and overexercising also often play an
important role in the development of hip and elbow displasia in addition
to the dog’s genes.

The best person to ask advice from is your veterinarian, preferably
before obtaining a pup. There are also some websites that offer advice,
and will give an indication on which disorders may be present in specific
breeds of dogs:

http://www.upei.ca/~cidd/ - canine inherited disorders database
http://server.vet.cam.ac.uk/index.html
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