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Waipa

DISTRICT COUNCIL




	POLICY COMMITTEE MINUTES 

14 NOVEMBER 2005
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	Minutes of a meeting of the Policy Committee held in the Council Chambers, Waipa District Council Offices, 101 Bank Street, Te Awamutu on Monday 14 November 2005 commencing at 9.00am.

	1
	Attendance

	
	His Worship the Mayor AD Livingston - Chairperson

Members
Councillors – EH Barnes, RJ Cooper, GC Flay, GH Jull, PL Lee – from item 8, EC Newlands, GG Scaramuzza, DL Sharpe, BJ Taranaki, BS Thomas, GRP Webber and Committee Member G Roberts – from item 7

Staff
Chief Executive (JC Inglis), Deputy Chief Executive (GD Dyet), Group Manager Policy & Strategy (R McNeil), Senior Planner (G Cosgrove) – from item 6.2, Planner (D Bayley), Committee Secretary (C Plowright)

Public – Nil

	The Policy Committee Chairperson, Alan Empson, tendered an apology for the meeting and was absent.  

The Chief Executive explained that if the Chairperson of a Committee is absent the Deputy Chairperson must preside.  If the Deputy Chairperson is not present or a Deputy Chairperson has not been appointed the Committee must elect a member to preside at the meeting.

The Chief Executive said a Deputy Chairperson has not been appointed to the Policy Committee so in accordance with clause 26(6) of schedule 7 of the Local Government Act 2002, a Chairperson must be elected to preside over the meeting and he called for nominations for the position of Chairperson for this meeting (14 November 2005).

RESOLVED

2/05/124

That Mayor Livingston be appointed as Chairperson of the Policy Committee to Chair its meeting on 14 November 2004.

Cr Newlands/Cr Webber

	

	

	

	

	2
	Apologies

	
	RESOLVED

2/05/125

That an apology for absence be received from Chairperson Empson and for lateness from Councillor Lee and Committee Member Roberts.

Cr Cooper/Cr Barnes

	3
	Late Items

	
	Late items were requested on the following issues and it was agreed to provide information on each of them at the conclusion of the meeting -

	
	· Condition of the access road to the new shopping area off Lake Road, Cambridge.

· Concern about vehicles using the forecourt of the Shell Service Station in Cambridge as a short cut.

· Concern about possible health hazards that could be associated with the proposed development of the old Taylor and Jordain Mill site on Cambridge Road, Te Awamutu.

· The replacement of plastic litter bins in the Te Awamutu CBD, due to vandalism, and whether they should be replaced with a more robust style of bin.

	4
	Confirmation of Order of Meeting

	
	File:
01-85-12

RESOLVED

2/05/126

That the order of the meeting be confirmed.

Cr Sharpe/Cr Webber

	5
	Visitors

	
	Nil.

	6
	Minutes of Previous Meetings
	

	
	File:
01-85-12

	
	Minutes of Policy Committee meeting held on 10 October 2005 were included in the agenda.

	
	RESOLVED

2/05/127

That the minutes of the meeting of the Policy Committee held on 10 October 2005 be received subject to deletion of the word “he” on page six.

Cr Scaramuzza/Cr Taranaki

	
	Matters Arising -

	
	6.1
	District Promotion Fund

File:
02-03-03

Res:
2/05/123

	
	
	The Chief Executive said the Policy Committee had been concerned about how the District Promotion Fund criteria had been applied and that was why it had been suggested that a panel should be formed to consider applications.  He said it had also been asked if it was possible to deal with applications as they come up throughout the year, rather than waiting until the next funding round.   Group Manager Policy and Strategy, Ross McNeil, said there would be an item included in a future Policy Committee agenda concerning the formation of a District Promotion Fund Panel. 

	
	6.2
	Rukuhia Hall

File:
04581/064.00

Res:
2/05/117

	
	
	Councillor Sharpe said potential funders of the Rukuhia Hall project require a timeline for the project’s completion before they will commit any funding to it.  The Chief Executive said he would provide Councillor Sharpe with a timeline indicating the expected completion date of the project that assumes funds will be made available.

	7
	Withdrawal of Proposed Plan Change 48 to the Operative Waipa District Plan:  Appendix 11 – Archaeological Sites

	
	File:
65-07-48

	
	Report of Planner David Bayley dated 22 October 2005 was included in the agenda.

	
	Deputy Chief Executive, Garry Dyet, said proposed to be withdrawn Plan Change 48 (Archaeological Sites) had been based on information that the New Zealand Archaeological Association (NZAA) and New Zealand Historic Places Trust (NZHPT) no longer supports because it could be inaccurate and would not meet the NZAA requirements for the site recording scheme.  He said the NZAA is currently undertaking a district-wide project to upgrade the information for all listed archaeological sites and this can be incorporated into the District Plan 10 year review, including the sites subject to proposed Plan Change 48.  The District Plan review commences in November 2007.

	
	Council Planner, David Bayley, said the sites listed in proposed Plan Change 48, as well as all other as yet unrecorded archaeological sites, are protected under the Historic Places Act and while the Waipa District Plan provides them with additional recognition and protection those sites are fully protected by the Historic Places Act.  

	
	Mr Bayley said the cost of the upgrade project would be split between central government, regional council and Waipa District Council, which would be a good opportunity to update the information at a reduced cost.  He said some of the sites have not been reviewed since the late 1960’s and all sites would be given a GPS reference, which would provide certainty of location throughout the District.

	[Committee Member Roberts joined the meeting at 9.30am.]

	
	It was moved Councillor Newlands, seconded Councillor Jull -

That -

	
	a)
	The report of Planner dated 22 October 2005 be received; and

	
	b)
	The Policy Committee authorises officers to withdraw proposed Plan Change 48 to the operative Waipa District Plan for the following reasons:

1. The information and site assessment work upon which the proposed Plan Change 48 is based does not meet the New Zealand Archaeological Association Site Recording Scheme Upgrade Project requirements.

2. The New Zealand Archaeological Association is currently undertaking a Site Recording Scheme Upgrade Project for all its listed archaeological sites in the Waipa District, scheduled to be completed in July 2006.  The information from the Upgrade Project may be used to form a more comprehensive review of the archaeological sites listed in Appendix 11 of the Waipa District Plan, as part of the Waipa District 10-year Review. (Resolution No 2/05/128)

	
	
	

	
	Mayor Livingston said it was disappointing that the NZAA feel the work undertaken on this project by the late Owen Wilkes is inconsistent with the way in which this type of information is gathered now.  He said Waipa Heritage Council Members Mary Hurst, Eris Parker and the late Jim Mandeno had initiated the project several years ago and had put a huge amount of work into it.  He said Owen Wilkes had been engaged to verify and record the information that they had gathered and it was a pity that Council was now faced with the additional cost of gathering the information again.  

	
	Mayor Livingston put the motion which was carried.  Councillor Taranaki asked for her vote to be recorded against the resolution.

	8
	Hautapu Structure Plan and Plan Change – Increase in Study Area

	
	File:
65-07-46

	
	Report of the Senior Planner dated 26 October 2005 was included in the agenda.

	
	RESOLVED

2/05/129

That the report of the Senior Planner dated 26 October 2005 be received.

Cr Scaramuzza/Cr Webber

	
	Senior Planner, Ginny Cosgrove, said the Hautapu Industrial Structure/Plan Change project is one of several projects currently underway to implement the recommendations of the Waipa Urban Growth Strategy.  She said Phase 1 investigations have been undertaken to examine the suitability of this area for industrial use and the assessment to date has confirmed that, while the study area is strategically and physically suited to industrial development, the size of the study area has limitations with respect to its ability to cater for a long term industrial land supply.

	
	Mrs Cosgrove said there could be pressure for industrial development to continue westward to Peake Road and the inclusion of the portion of land between the study area and Peake Road into an expanded study area would allow Council to plan more strategically with respect to land supply, infrastructure, and the interface of the future industry with the rest of the Hautapu area, thus providing greater certainty to landowners within and surrounding the study area.

	
	Mrs Cosgrove said the consultants who have undertaken the Phase 1 investigations, Beca Carter Hollings and Ferner Limited (Beca), have suggested that the cemetery, existing rural residences and existing specialised industry areas should also be included in the expanded study area to allow for issues such as access points, buffer zones and the provision of additional services.  An additional clause covering this point was added to the recommendation.

	
	Discussion followed on how the proposed bypass will impact on the land available for industrial development, particularly with respect to where the interchange will be located.  

	[Councillor Lee joined the meeting at 10.06am.  The meeting adjourned at 10.10am and reconvened at 10.38am.]

	
	Councillor Webber suggested that a further clause be added to the recommendation expressing concern at the time it has taken Transit New Zealand to confirm where the interchange will be located.

	
	RESOLVED

2/05/130

That -

	
	a)
	The Hautapu Structure Plan/Plan Change project comprising approximately 58ha be extended to include approximately 40ha of land between the western boundary of the original study and Peake Road.

	
	b)
	The Plan also provide direction to and consideration of existing properties on the south side of Hautapu Road (between Hannon and Peake Roads) and cemetery land.

	
	c)
	Council expresses its concern at the time it has taken to get confirmation from Transit New Zealand on where the proposed bypass will cross State Highway 1B.

Cr Scaramuzza/Cr Webber

	9
	Proposed Plan change 45:  Bond Road Rural Zone to Industrial Zone

	
	File:
65-07-45

	
	The Policy Committee was reminded that, at its meeting on 12 September 2005, it considered the Stage 1 report for proposed Plan Change 45 (Bond Road Rural Zone to Industrial Zone) and noted that staff would present the proposed Plan Change to the November meeting of the Policy Committee.  Due to the work requirements to complete the proposed Plan Change, this deadline has not been met, and it is expected that it will be presented to the Policy Committee meeting on 12 December 2005.

	
	

	10
	Meeting Dates for 2006

	
	File:
01-85-12

	
	Committee Members were advised that the Local Government Act 2002 requires Council and its Committees to set the dates of meetings, or a schedule of meetings for a period of time.  It has been the practice for the Council to adopt a schedule of meeting dates for a 12-month period.  At its meeting on 15 November 2004 the Policy Committee set meeting dates for the period 13 December 2004 to 12 December 2005.  I

It is now appropriate to adopt a schedule of meeting dates for the Policy Committee to cover the period 1 January to 31 December 2006. The Policy Committee’s practice is to meet at 9.00am on the second Monday of each month except for January.

	
	It was noted that a special meeting of the Policy Committee would be held on 31 January 2006 to consider the proposed draft Long Term Council Community Plan (LTCCP) prior to its release.  It was also noted that the meeting scheduled for 8 May 2006, to consider submissions on the LTCCP, could extend into 9 and 10 May depending on the number of submissions received.

	
	RESOLVED

2/05/131

That in accordance with the Local Government Act 2002, Schedule 7 Clause 19(6)(i) the Policy Committee adopts the following schedule of meeting dates (generally being second Monday of each Month) except for January:

Tuesday 31 January 2006 (LTCCP)
Monday 13 February 2006

Monday 13 March 2006


Monday 10 April 2006

Monday 8 May 2006 (LTCCP)

Monday 12 June 2006

Monday 10 July 2006


Monday 14 August 2006


Monday 11 September 2006

Monday 9 October 2006


Monday 13 November 2006

Monday 11 December 2006

Cr Cooper/Cr Lee

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	11
	Late Items

	
	11.1
	Condition of the access road to the new shopping area off Lake Road, Cambridge

File:
55-28-10

	
	
	Councillor Scaramuzza said he was concerned about the condition of the access road to the new shopping area off Lake Road to Summit Grains, Cambridge.  Deputy Chief Executive, Garry Dyet, said resource consent conditions for this area are being fully complied with but the owner of the site would be informed that this area is of concern to Council and advised what physical improvements he can make to tidy it up.

	
	11.2
	Concern about vehicles using the forecourt of the Shell Service Station in Cambridge as a short cut.

File:
55-26-06

	
	
	Councillor Scaramuzza said vehicles are using the forecourt of the Shell Service Station as a short cut between Victoria and Queen Streets and this is a safety concern.  He said bollards have been put in on one side of the forecourt to prevent people from parking there and the same needs to happen on the other side.  The Chief Executive said staff would look into the placement of additional bollards and see what role Council can play regarding traffic behaviour in this area, although this is more likely a Police issue.

	
	11.3
	Proposed development of the old Taylor and Jordain Mill site on Cambridge Road, Te Awamutu.

File:
65-09-01

	
	
	Councillor Scaramuzza said he was concerned that there might be a health risk in developing the old mill site into a shopping centre as it could possibly be contaminated land.  Deputy Chief Executive, Garry Dyet, said the proposed Plan Change is currently open for submissions and it is likely there will be a hearing in mid-2006.  He said Environment Waikato has lodged a submission in support of the application and that most of the contaminated soil would be sealed under car parks planned for the site.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	11.4
	Replacement of plastic litter bins in the Te Awamutu CBD

File:
55-39-01

	
	
	Councillor Jull said a number of litterbins have recently been burnt out and he asked what Council’s replacement policy is and whether it has considered a more robust design in the Te Awamutu CBD.   Deputy Chief Executive, Garry Dyet, said litter bins are replaced every 10 years on average and the plastic bins are cheaper to replace than the power coated, stainless steel design used in the Cambridge CBD.  Staff regularly monitor the bins to ensure they are replaced promptly after damage.  He said the Police advise that this type of vandalism is always worse around Guy Fawkes night

	There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 11.35pm.
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