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APPENDIX N 

WAIKATO REGIONAL POLICY STATEMENT GENERAL DEVELOPMENT 

PRINCIPLES  
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6A Development principles 
General development principles 
 
New development should: 
a) support existing urban areas in preference to creating new ones; 
b) occur in a manner that provides clear delineation between urban areas and rural 

areas;  
c) make use of opportunities for urban intensification and redevelopment to 

minimise the need for urban development in greenfield areas; 
d) not compromise the safe, efficient and effective operation and use of existing and 

planned infrastructure, including transport infrastructure, and should allow for 
future infrastructure needs, including maintenance and upgrading, where these 
can be anticipated;  

e) connect well with existing and planned development and infrastructure;  
f) identify water requirements necessary to support development and ensure the 

availability of the volumes required; 
g) be planned and designed to achieve the efficient use of water; 
h) be directed away from identified significant mineral resources and their access 

routes, natural hazard areas, energy and transmission corridors, locations 
identified as likely renewable energy generation sites and their associated energy 
resources, regionally significant industry, high class soils, and primary 
production activities on those high class soils; 

i) promote compact urban form, design and location to:  
i) minimise energy and carbon use; 
ii) minimise the need for private motor vehicle use;  
iii) maximise opportunities to support and take advantage of public transport in 

particular by encouraging employment activities in locations that are or can 
in the future be served efficiently by public transport; 

iv) encourage walking, cycling and multi-modal transport connections; and 
v) maximise opportunities for people to live, work and play within their local 

area; 
j) maintain or enhance landscape values and provide for the protection of historic 

and cultural heritage;  
k) promote positive indigenous biodiversity outcomes and protect significant 

indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous fauna. Development 
which can enhance ecological integrity, such as by improving the maintenance, 
enhancement or development of ecological corridors, should be encouraged;  

l) maintain and enhance public access to and along the coastal marine area, lakes, 
and rivers; 

m) avoid as far as practicable adverse effects on natural hydrological characteristics 
and processes (including aquifer recharge and flooding patterns), soil stability, 
water quality and aquatic ecosystems  including through methods such as low 
impact urban design and development (LIUDD);  

n) adopt sustainable design technologies, such as the incorporation of energy-
efficient (including passive solar) design, low-energy street lighting, rain gardens, 
renewable energy technologies, rainwater harvesting and grey water recycling 
techniques where appropriate; 

o) not result in incompatible adjacent land uses (including those that may result in 
reverse sensitivity effects), such as industry, rural activities and existing or 
planned infrastructure;  

p) be appropriate with respect to projected effects of climate change and be 
designed to allow adaptation to these changes; 
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q) consider effects on the unique tāngata whenua relationships, values, aspirations, 
roles and responsibilities with respect to an area. Where appropriate, 
opportunities to visually recognise tāngata whenua connections within an area 
should be considered;  

r) support the Vision and Strategy for the Waikato River in the Waikato River 
catchment; 

s) encourage waste minimisation and efficient use of resources (such as through 
resource-efficient design and construction methods); and 

t) recognise and maintain or enhance ecosystem services. 
 

Principles specific to rural-residential development 
 
As well as being subject to the general development principles, new rural-residential 
development should: 
a) be more strongly controlled where demand is high;  
b) not conflict with foreseeable long-term needs for expansion of existing urban 

centres; 
c) avoid open landscapes largely free of urban and rural-residential development; 
d) avoid ribbon development and, where practicable, the need for additional access 

points and upgrades, along significant transport corridors and other arterial 
routes;  

e) recognise the advantages of reducing fuel consumption by locating near 
employment centres or near current or likely future public transport routes;  

f) minimise visual effects and effects on rural character such as through locating 
development within appropriate topography and through landscaping;  

g) be capable of being serviced by onsite water and wastewater services unless 
services are to be reticulated; and  

h) be recognised as a potential method for protecting sensitive areas such as small 
water bodies, gully-systems and areas of indigenous biodiversity. 
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