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considered when designing a building are parapets, cornice details, horizontal banding, 
recessed entrances, sash windows on upper levels and large display windows on the 
bottom level, suspended canopies with metal sills and enframements/mouldings. 

(g) Repeat windows at regular intervals with attention given to the design and placement of 
windows to reflect existing adjacent (heritage) buildings. 

(h) Use details drawn from adjacent historic architectural styles present in Cambridge.  An 
example of how this could be done is included in Figure 35 where the scale, proportion 
and façade detailing is continued over to the more modern development – such as 
verandah height, parapet height and window placement.  

 
Figure 35: Continuation of architectural details in a modern development located adjacent to a historical building. 

(i) New buildings/alterations should aim to maintain the two storey shop frontage with 
awnings suspended across the footpath width. 

(j) Create large display windows with transom windows in clear, textured or stained 
glazing. 

(k) Reinforce heritage character, particularly when developing adjacent to a ‘cluster’ of 
buildings from a certain architectural era. 

(l) Materials used in the blocks either side of Victoria Street are to be similar in appearance 
to those used in the heritage buildings existing buildings such as reinforced concrete.  

(m) On the fringe of the central business area where there is a transition to residential 
housing a wider material use would be expected.  This would either reflect the historic 
timber buildings such as the Cambridge Primary School (1879 – 1921), Salvation Army 
Hall (1907) and St. Andrews Church (1873/4) or the brick veneer clad buildings located in 
this area. 

(n) Use colours to complement the form of the façade and surrounding heritage buildings. 
Heritage colour charts may be of assistance.  Refer to Resene’s Heritage Colour Palette 
for example.  In Cambridge, the interwar buildings have been either painted in a single 
colour or elements have been highlighted by the buildings architectural features picked 
out in a darker colour.  

(o) Ensure signs on existing and new developments do not detract from the buildings 
architectural features and remain consistent with existing built form.  It is discouraged 
to mount signs: 

(i) On the front edge of the verandah fascia that extend more than 10cm above and 
below the fascia board.  
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(ii) On top of the verandah frames. 

(iii) In places where they cover large segments of façade obscuring features, like 
windows, verandah fretwork, roof profile and other architectural features.  

(p) Street tree planting and landscaping is a key characteristic of Cambridge and should be 
retained on main streets. 

(q) Views should be considered and enhanced by future development.  Please refer to the 
Cambridge Concept Plan - Framework Plan 1, and Figure 18, plus the Cambridge Analysis 
report, page A-4 for these views. 

Contextual considerations 

DG2.7.2 A key factor for the design of a building along with the considerations of architectural form and 
style is also how it relates to the surrounding context including pedestrian connectivity.  Crime 
Prevention through Environmental Design (CPTED) principles should be referenced when 
designing a new development.  This will help to ensure that consideration has been given to 
the surrounding context and a safe environment is created.  

DG2.7.3 Key CPTED principles for consideration: 

(a) Access - safe connections, well defined routes/entrances. 

(b) Surveillance and sightline - buildings overlooking the street/public spaces. 

(c) Layout - clear and logical orientation enhancing the perception of safety. 

(d) Activity mix - encourage a compatible mix of uses to generate a high level of human 
activity. 

(e) Sense of ownership - showing a space is cared for and encouraging respectful/ 
responsible behaviour. 

(f) Quality environments - well designed, managed and maintained.  
 

 


