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Introduction

Waipa District Council (the Council) welcomes the opportunity provided by Fire and Emergency
New Zealand on their consultation document on proposals for the 2026-2029 Fire and Emergency

levy.

The Waipa District Council is responsible for a compact and economically productive district
south of Hamilton City and strategically positioned in the corridor between Auckland and
Tauranga. The district forms part of the high population growth Future Proof Subregion and
comprises a mix of rural and urban communities and environments.

1.

General Comments

Waipa District Council (the Council) supports the four main proposals in consultation
document regarding sector changes to achieve a fairer distribution between income
contributions received and costs of the services provided.

The Council understands that the proposed 5.2% levy increase for the 2026-2029 period,
would ensure Fire and Emergency has sufficient revenue to operate as planned and enable
investment in their infrastructure without using up their cash reserves. Also, that the levy
increase would maintain the existing level of service provided by Fire and Emergency.

The Council notes that the Government has decided that various categories of property are
no longer exempt from the levy that will affect Council property, such as forests, walls,
swimming pools, water tanks, septic tanks, water reticulation pipes and all transport
infrastructure (wastewater and storm water infrastructure is not included).

The Council understand that Fire and Emergency are often one of the first agencies to
respond to emergencies and that they anticipate an expanded support role to local
communities in natural disasters and major weather events (such as Cyclone Gabriele in
2023).
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Specific comments

Uncertainty of the cost implications for the Council due to the proposed levy increase and
changes in the property exemptions

2.1 Council vehicle insurance — The consultation document says (page 20) that the levy
change will reduce the levy collected for commercial vehicles and increase it for
domestic vehicles. While the Council supports having a fairer allocation of the levy to
better reflect costs, it notes that the proposed $40.12 flat rate for each vehicle for
the levy period 1 July 2026 to 30 June 2029, will result in an approximate annual
$10,000 cost increase for the Council.

2.2 Council property insurance — the consultation document says (page 29) that it is
proposing to reduce the levy on non-residential property insurance from 11.95 cents
to 11.51 cents per $100 of the insurance amount.

Against this levy reduction there is the separate Government decision to impose the levy
on property insurance previously exempt from the levy. Although not fully determined at
this stage, the inclusion of the new property classes is expected to result in an estimated
annual $1,900 cost increase for the Council.

Emergency Management

2.3 Changes in the Activities of Fire and Emergency New Zealand - The Council notes
that the Government is proposing to introduce new Emergency Management
legislation in this term. The new legislation will respond with changes due to learnings
from the severe weather events in 2023 and the subsequent central and local
government reviews.

It will be important that Fire and Emergency New Zealand factor in these changes to
Emergency Management legislation in considering changes to its activities and the critical
role it plays in major community wide emergencies.
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