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Introduction

Waipa District Council (the Council) welcomes the opportunity provided by the Waikato Regional
Council (the Regional Council) to provide a submission on its proposed 2024-2034 Long Term
Plan.

The Council is appreciative that representatives of the Regional Council made the effort to
present the key topics of consultation in their proposed 2024-2034 Long Term Plan to an elected
members’ workshop on 27 March 2024.

The Council appreciates the wish of the Regional Council to keep rates at an affordable level while
not shying away from some of the big challenges the region faces in its proposed 2024-2034 Long
Term Plan.

The Council has reviewed the five topic areas that the Regional Council is seeking feedback on
has and the following comments to make.

At a Council meeting held on 30 April 2024, approval was granted for the submission to be lodged
with the Regional Council and noted it wished to speak to it’s submission when hearings on
submissions are held.

1. Specific Comments

Simplifying public transport investments

As a territorial local authority and transport partner to the implementation of the Waikato
Regional Public Transport Plan, the Council is committed to supporting improvements to ensure
better public transport outcomes for our communities. We note the following submission points
below:

Question 1 Support for Waikato Regional Council rating for public transport services across the
region

The Council recognises that the current rating system for public transport services is too
fragmented. The Regional Council rates some areas for public transport services and other areas
(including Waipa District Council) use general rates.
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The Council supports the proposal for the Regional Council to move to rating for public transport
services across the region (including Waipa District) to enable a dedicated fund for public
transport. We understand that if approved, this change would come into effect from Year 2 (1
July 2025).

If implemented as proposed the new model would mean that Waipa District Council would no
longer be required to rate for public transport services and that the total rates would remain the
same.

The Council supports this proposal to improve efficiencies in planning and the administration of
services, while enabling fairer cost sharing based on the proximity of services, and bus services
to respond more efficiently to the needs and demands of our growing communities.

Question 2 Support for rating Option 1

The Council supports the preferred option (Option 1) to focus on those users within defined
‘metro’ areas (within 5km of a bus route) and where services are planned to cater for future
growth with increased frequencies and services within the Hamilton-Waikato Metro Spatial area.

The Council recognises that Option A proposes 80% funding from a defined ‘metro’ area (5km of
a bus route) and 20% from a district wide funding contribution. If this option is progressed,
Council would appreciate understanding the investments required, the extent of the new ‘metro’
area and any implications for the Council and its residents. It is understood that this detailed
work will be completed prior to proposed implementation from year 2 (2025).

The Council questions the rating method used for the public transport options proposed and the
basis of using a capital value rating (per $100,000 CV). The Council would like the Regional
Council to consider alternative funding models available to more equitably distribute the
financial costs amongst users of public transport services.

Additional Comments

The Waipa district is seeing strong growth in both bus and total mobility patronage with current
patronage ahead of the record numbers last financial year. As of February 2024, bus patronage
was up 17% and total mobility use was up 64% from the previous year (2022). Council would like
to request an increase in community transport funding to enable growth in supporting total
mobility services. For example: Te Awamutu Health Services which is seeing strong demand and
growth for services within this area with constrained funding budgets.

Other feedback

Golden Clams

The Council notes that the Ministry for Primary Industries is working to restrict the spread of
Golden Clams in the Waikato River catchment and considering trialling control methods.
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Hornwort

The Council would appreciate the Regional Council continuing to contribute funding to the annual
spraying of the water weed Hornwort in Lake Karapiro. While it may be considered more of a
recreational hazard than a biohazard by the Regional Council, the weed is an acknowledged
threat to water takes for irrigation and so therefore can have an adverse effect on agricultural
production.
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