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Submission to Draft Waikato Regional Land Transport Plan 2024-2054
By: Waipa District Council

Introduction

Waipa District Council (the Council) thanks the Waikato Regional Council for the opportunity to
provide feedback on the draft Waikato Regional Land Transport Plan 2024-2054 (RLTP).

As a territorial local authority and partner to the implementation of the Regional Land Transport
Plan, the Council has a number of important programmes and projects to help shape our growing
communities across the district, and contribute to achieving the objectives of the RLTP.

As funding allows, the Council will continue to work on its key projects under the Waipa Transport
Strategy. This includes the implementation of the Waipa Urban Mobility Business Case, Waipa
Public Transport Business Case, and the ‘Cambridge Connections’ Programme Business Case, to
help guide planned transport investment for the short, medium and long-term for Cambridge,
and a number of road safety improvements to reduce fatal and serious crashes across the district.

Council understands that the RLTP has been prepared in line with the current Government Policy
Statement (GPS) on Land Transport and acknowledges that the new government is releasing a
new GPS that could change priorities across the region, and the ability to fund some projects
outlined in the plan.

Keeping the above in mind, the Council has prepared a submission and agrees with the strategic
direction and priorities of this draft RLTP to plan and support the transport problems identified,
objectives and priorities identified in the Plan. The Council has provided a number of specific
points under the headings below:

Funding and Transport Priority Uncertainties

The Council recognises that the RLTP has been prepared under a climate of funding and transport
activities uncertainty due to waiting on the release of the new 2024 Government Policy
Statement on Land Transport. Given the new government and the signal of their transport
priorities, it is anticipated there will be change in transport funding priorities which may pose
significant challenges for our Council in the delivery of some key projects across the district.

The Council also notes the timing of the adoption of the RLTP and consultation for Council’s own
draft Long-Term Plan 2024 that is expected to be completed by the end of July 2024. The figures
included in Appendix G: Transport Activity Class for Waipa District Council are therefore subject
to change, and Council staff will work with WRC staff to confirm final figures.
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Vision and Objectives

The Council supports and agrees the strategic direction of the draft RLTP and the vision (page 17)
of “an integrated, safe and resilient transport system that delivers on the well-beings of our
diverse Waikato communities”, and its strategic objectives of climate change, resilience, growth
and economic development, accessibility and transport choice and safety.

The vision and objectives have direct alignment with Council’s own Waipa Transport Strategy
(2022-2052) and strategic objectives of responding to climate change, supporting growth,
economic well-being and regional connections, making our roads safer for all users and access
and mobility.

Growth and economic development priorities

Committing investment to Priority 1 — Implementation of the Hamilton-Waikato Metro Spatial
Plan

The Council supports ‘Priority 1’ investment into the MSP Programme Business Case and funding
prioritisation for these transport activities to continue to plan for growth in the Hamilton-
Waikato Metro Spatial Plan area as funding allows. The Council is a partner in this important
project to delivering the programme over the next 30 years.

Continued investment in the region’s priority strategic Inter and Intra-regional Transport
Corridors (Priority 2)

The Council supports continued investment in the region’s priority strategic inter and intra-
regional transport networks. In particular, the Council would like to ensure investment for safety
and efficiency improvements on the Waikato Expressway. Council is delighted to see
construction work continuing on the Cambridge — Piarere safety improvements project which will
have significant benefits for road safety along this section of the Waikato Expressway.

The Council would also like to see planned long-term investment for the extension of the Waikato
Expressway to Piarere. The Council notes that Cambridge to Piarere SH1 was identified in the
draft GPS as a strategic project of national importance. Council would like to ensure this project
remains a strategic national priority.

Road Safety

Council strongly supports the continued work in road safety as a key priority in the Waikato
region to reducing the high number of fatal and serious crashes. As a road controlling authority,
Waipa has a critical role to play in ensuring the safety of the district’s road network (rural and
urban), bus stops and urban mobility networks to enable people to safely access and use the
transport network. This also includes ensuring safe and appropriate traffic speeds, safety at
public transport stops, ensuring good safety design standards and appropriate levels of service.
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Regionally significant activities (Map 4 page 67)

Council’s support the contribution of regionally significant activities to meet the objectives in the
RLTP. Within the Waipa district these include Cambridge Connections Programme Business case,
Waipa Urban Mobility, SH1 Cambridge to Piarere long-term improvements and Waikato
Expressway local effects, which recognises the impacts of the Waikato Expressway on local
connections and need for local transport improvements.

Please note amendment to “MSP-UP Cambridge Connections Programme Business Case” as it is
included twice on the map.

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide a submission.
Please contact the following Council staff if you have any questions.
Bryan Hudson

Transportation Manager
Bryan.Hudson@waipadc.govt.nz

Rachel Algar
Transportation Planner
Rachel.Algar@waipadc.govt.nz
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