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Waipā District Council’s submission on the Proposed Wastewater 
Environmental Performance Standards 

 

To:  Water Services Authority Taumata Arowai 

  Email: korero@taumataarowai.govt.nz 

 

1. Waipā District Council appreciates the opportunity to be able to make a submission on the 
Proposed Wastewater Environmental Performance Standards. 
 

2. The main point of the Council’s submission  
Waipā District Council respectfully submits that the Proposed Wastewater Environmental 
Performance Standards must recognise the obligations which are imposed pursuant to Treaty 
Settlements, JMAs and Te Ture Whaimana, and in the Waikato and Waipā context, Te Ture 
Whaimana needs to prevail over any inconsistencies between Environmental Performance 
Standards and Te Ture Whaimana. 

 
3. Legislative Obligations  

The Council has Joint Management Agreements with Waikato Tainui, Ngāti Raukawa, Ngāti 
Maniapoto and more recently Te Nehenehenui, pursuant to the Waikato-Tainui Raupatu Claims 
(Waikato River) Settlement Act 2010, the Ngāti Tūwharetoa, Raukawa and Te Arawa River Iwi 
Waikato River Act 2010, the Ngā Wai Maniapoto (Waipā River) Act 2012 and the Maniapoto 
Claims Settlement Act 2022.  Within the Waipā and Waikato Rivers’ catchment and their 
tributaries, Joint Management Agreements (JMA) and Treaty Settlements define processes 
relating to engagement for resource consent applications, plan changes, and monitoring and 
enforcement as they relate to Te Ture Whaimana o Te Awa o Waikato (Te Ture Whaimana) -
the Vision and Strategy for the Waikato River.  
 

4. Te Ture Whaimana 

Te Ture Whaimana is the primary direction setting document for the Waikato River and 
activities which affect it.  It has paramountcy over the Regional Policy Statement and National 
Policy Statements under the Resource Management Act 1991).  Its foundation was set by the 
Waikato-Tainui Raupatu Claims (Waikato River) Settlement Act 2010 and was extended to 
incorporate the upper Waipā River through the Ngā Wai o Maniapoto (Waipā River) Act 2012.  
Te Ture Whaimana sets out the vision, objectives and strategies to restore and protect the 
health and wellbeing of the Waikato River.  Te Ture Whaimana is not only about the physical 
restoration and protection of the awa, but also about the restoration and protection of the 
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interconnected relationship between Iwi, sector/industry resource users and the wider 
community.   

For Waipā, it is essential that our Treaty Settlement, JMA and other partnership obligations 
and responsibilities are recognised and protected. 

Te Ture Whaimana has guided Waipā District Council’s partnerships, consent applications, 
and design principles for the Cambridge Wastewater Treatment Plant upgrade work that is 
currently underway, with significant impacts and outcomes for the community.  Waipā 
District Council is confident that the level of investment in the Cambridge Wastewater 
Treatment Plant, and the outcomes achieved from its construction and operation, will 
provide significant social, cultural, economic and environmental wellbeing outcomes, with a 
much greater quality of treated wastewater being discharged to the awa. 
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