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Submission to 2025/26 Annual Plan – Proposal for Simplifying Public 
Transport Rating 
 

Introduction 
1.1 Waipā District Council (the Council) thanks the Waikato Regional Council for the 

opportunity to provide a submission on the Annual Plan 2025/26, specifically the key topic 
of Simplifying Public Transport Rating.  The Council has previously provided feedback 
regarding rating public transport through the 2024-2034 Long Term Plan submission 
process and is pleased this has been considered.   This submission outlines Waipā District 
Council's position on the proposed changes to public transport rating. 
 

1.2 As a territorial local authority and public transport partner, the Council supports a regional 
rating system to simplify public transport rating, improve efficiencies and enable a 
dedicated fund for public transport to respond to the needs of our communities.  We 
understand that the proposed rating system would commence in the 2025/26 financial 
year. 
 

1.3 The Council supports the two flat rates per rating unit for the Waipā District for either 
serviced or unserviced public transport areas.  We understand that the Waipā District is 
included in Central Waikato with two flat rates for the unserviced (rural area) and 
serviced areas (Cambridge/ Te Awamutu).   
 

1.4 Serviced and Unserviced Areas  
We do note some anomalies in the mapping categories of the serviced and unserviced 
areas for the applicating of the rating system.  These would require amending for the final 
rating application to reflect the current service levels.  These are as follows: 

1.4.1 Existing Urban Areas: 

Several developed residential and large lot residential properties within Te Awamutu and 
Cambridge are incorrectly classified as "unserviced" despite having access to public 
transport services.  In addition, small settlements such as Rukuhia are classified as 
“unserviced”, but have a bus service operating through the settlement.   

1.4.2 Mixed-Use Properties: 

It is also noted that some mixed-use properties in central Te Awamutu with residential 
components are incorrectly categorised as "unserviced." 
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1.4.2 Future Development Areas: 

It is also noted that some areas designated for post-2035 urban development (including 
C11, C5, T6, T14, and T4) are currently classified as "serviced" despite their current rural 
status. 

1.5 Conclusion 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide a submission.  The Council supports the overall 
direction of the proposed rating system, however highlights the need for some technical 
changes to the categories to ensure the accurate and equitable implementation of the 
proposed rating system. 

We are happy to work with Regional Council staff to identify and correct these mapping 
anomalies to ensure fair and accurate rating applications. 

We do not wish to speak in support of the submission but are happy to clarify any points 
raised.   

 
Please contact the following Council staff member if you have any questions: 

 
Bryan Hudson 
Transportation Manager 
Bryan.Hudson@Waipādc.govt.nz  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Approved by: Steph O’Sullivan 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 
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