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Waipā District Council’s submission on speed limits under the New 
Speed Rule (Waikato) 

 

To:  NZ Transport Agency Waka Kotahi 

 Submitted via online survey: info@nzta.govt.nz 

 

1. Waipā District Council (Council) appreciates the opportunity to make a submission on speed 
limits under the New Speed Rule in the Waikato region. 

Waipā District Council strongly supports retaining the current 80 km/h speed limit on State 
Highway Three north of Rukuhia village for the following reasons: 

1. High Crash Rate and Unfunded Infrastructure Needs: 
The area has a history of a high crash rate, and the Raynes Road intersection requires an 
upgrade to a roundabout to improve safety.  However, this critical infrastructure work 
remains unfunded. Retaining the 80 km/h speed limit is a necessary interim measure to 
mitigate risks until the intersection can be upgraded. 

 

2. Safety for Bus Passengers and Pedestrians: 
The Te Awamutu bus service operates in this area, picking up and dropping off 
passengers, including school children. As a rural area with no footpaths, passengers 
must walk on the shoulder of the road. A lower speed limit enhances safety for these 
vulnerable road users. 

 

3. Traffic Conditions and Road Alignment: 
Even prior to the speed limit reduction from 100 km/h to 80 km/h, most vehicles were 
travelling at lower speeds due to congestion and the curvilinear road alignment, which 
inherently restricts higher speeds. The current 80 km/h limit aligns with actual traffic 
behaviour and road conditions. 
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Additional Analysis: Travel Time and Crash Data 

• Route Length: 3.3 km 

• Travel Time at 100 km/h: 118.8 seconds 

• Travel Time at 80 km/h: 148.5 seconds 

• Maximum Time Saving: 27.9 seconds (under ideal conditions, excluding the 60 km/h 
variable speed limit at Raynes intersection and potential traffic delays). 

• Crash Data: 

o Since the implementation of the reduced speed limit, several crashes have 
occurred, including: 

 One fatal crash, where speed and driver-related issues were suspected. 

 One serious injury crash at the Raynes Road intersection, attributed to 
failure to give way, likely due to visibility issues caused by a shielding 
vehicle.  Notably, the driver on SH3 was travelling at 75 km/h, exceeding 
the 60 km/h variable speed limit. 

o While the timeframe since the speed limit reduction is insufficient for robust crash 
rate analysis, severe injury crashes recorded were primarily due to road user  
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factors. No serious injuries have been attributed to drivers complying with the 
lower speed limits. 

 

4. Speed Limit Compliance and Crash Risk: 

o Retaining the 80 km/h speed limit ensures better compliance with the 60 km/h 
variable speed zone at Raynes Road.  A smaller speed differential (20 km/h) is 
more achievable for motorists, reducing the likelihood and severity of crashes. 

o Raising the speed limit to 100 km/h would create a larger speed differential (40 
km/h), likely reducing compliance with the 60 km/h zone and increasing crash 
risks. 

 

5. Negligible Time Savings vs Safety Trade-Off: 

o The maximum time saving of 30 seconds (under optimal conditions) is negligible 
and does not justify the increased risk of casualties associated with higher speeds. 

 

 

Conclusion 
The 80 km/h speed limit should be retained due to its alignment with actual traffic conditions, 
improved compliance with the 60 km/h variable speed zone, and the negligible time savings 
offered by a higher limit.  

The potential increase in crash risk and severity outweighs the minimal benefits of a 100 km/h 
speed limit.  

Retaining the current limit ensures the safety of all road users, particularly vulnerable pedestrians 
and bus passengers, while addressing the area's high crash rate and unfunded infrastructure 
needs. 

 

Endorsed by: 

 

 
 
Steph O’Sullivan 
CHIEF EXECUVITE  
12 March 2025 
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