




























































Ka maatakitaki iho ki te 
riu o Waikato - Protection 
of landscape values and 
viewshafts

Whaainga - Objective: 

1. Protect and enhance the scenic and landscape 
values of Maungatautari Scenic Reserve. 

Kaupapa here - Policies: 

1. Ensure activities are managed and facilities 
are designed and located to avoid any loss of 
identified landscape values and viewshafts.

2. Actively manage vegetation where necessary 
to protect scenic and panoramic views.

3. Strongly advocate for the protection of 
viewshafts to Maungatautari Scenic Reserve 
and developments that are in keeping with its 
status as an Outstanding Natural Feature and 
Landscape as defined in the Waipā District Plan.

He kupu whakamaarama - Explanation: 

Maungatautari visually dominates the landscape of 
the central Waikato basin. It is integral to the identity 
of mana whenua and to many Waipā residents.  

The Waipā District Plan identifies Maungatautari as 
being part of the Maungatautari cultural landscape, 
as an Outstanding Natural Feature and Landscape, 
and as a Significant Natural Area. It also identifies 
the need to maintain viewshafts to Maungatautari.   

The Waipā District Plan accordingly manages activities 
within these landscapes and within the viewshafts. 
This RMP is consistent with the Waipā District Plan 
policy direction on landscapes and viewshafts. 
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Te Whakamahi i te Mahere - 
Implementation of the Plan

Whaainga - Objective: 

1. The vision for Maungatautari Scenic 
Reserve is achieved through Council’s 
active involvement, alongside mana 
whenua and Te Hapori o Maungatautari, 
in the implementation of this Plan.

Kaupapa here - Policies: 

1. Manage and administer Maungatautari Scenic 
Reserve in a way that recognises Council’s 
ongoing commitment to Maungatautari, 
gives effect to this RMP and meets legislative 
obligations and responsibilities. 

2. Provide an appropriate and consistent level of 
resourcing that facilitates the implementation 
of this RMP and recognises the significance 
of the maunga to mana whenua and our 
wider community in terms of biodiversity, 
cultural and recreational values.

3. Actively encourage partners to provide an 
appropriate and consistent level of resourcing 
that facilitates the implementation of this RMP.

4. Identify, investigate and pursue opportunities 
to increase revenue streams over the 
long term to support the Maungatautari 
ecological restoration project. 

5. Develop an annual operations plan outlining 
the day-to-day operations of the reserve 
including, but not limited to, the following: 

a. Activities to manage and maintain 
the pest-proof fence

b. Monitoring of mammalian and weed pests

c. Maintaining assets and 
recreational infrastructure

d. Engagement activities with the 
communities of Maungatautari

e. Maintaining the biodiversity 
advisory committee

f. Reporting to Waipā District Council; and

g. Any planned new activities.

8. 

9. Develop an annual report outlining 
the following matters:

a. The number of pest mammals, other 
than mice, detected and trapped 
inside the pest-proof fence

b. The area (hectares) in the reserve 
dominated by adventive plant species

c. The number of pest plant 
species in the reserve

d. The proportion of species present as 
self-sustaining populations relative to a 
hypothetically fully-occupied ecosystem

e. The number of species translocated into the 
reserve and the number of these species that 
have achieved self-sustaining populations

f. The number of visitors to the maunga annually

g. The number of volunteers

h. The number of students that visit the 
maunga for educational purposes; and

i. The number and nature of concessions 
applied for and granted.

He kupu whakamaarama -  
Explanation: 

Council is committed to Maungatautari Scenic 
Reserve. The forest on Maungatautari represents 
the largest area of intact remnant indigenous forest 
remaining within the Waipā District. It is a place 
of spiritual, cultural and historical significance to 
Ngaati Koroki Kahukura, Waikato-Tainui, Ngaati 
Hauaa and Raukawa. It is a special place for 
landowners, volunteers, and our community. 

Council is committed to managing and administering 
the reserve in accordance with legislative 
requirements and in the interests of mana whenua 
and the wider community. Regular and transparent 
operational planning and reporting will facilitate this.  

A key challenge for implementation of this RMP is 
obtaining a consistent and appropriate level of funding 
to support the operational and capital investment 
required to run the ecological restoration project. 
Funding is currently provided by Waipā District 
Council, WRC, DoC, iwi partners, MEIT, and a wide 
range of corporate and non-corporate sponsors. 
The success of the project relies on a continuation 
of this support, as well as identifying, investigating 
and pursuing other funding opportunities.  

 

6.
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Whatungarongaro 
te tangata, toituu 
te whenua -
As humans 
disappear from 
sight, the land 
remains



Ngaa kupu Maaori - 
Glossary
Ahi kaa - burning fires of occupation, 
continuous occupation

Kaitiaki - based on whakapapa, kaitiaki are 
tribal custodians, guardians and protectors over 
tribal lands and waters, and the life within

Maimai aroha - lament

Mana - authority, prestige

Mana whenua - based on tikanga such 
as ahi kaa roa and whakapapa, tangata 
whenua who have the authority to make key 
decisions within their tribal territory

Maungatautari - a mountain in the Waikato region

Maungatautari Ecological Island Trust (MEIT) - a trust 
established to manage the ecological restoration 
project branded as Sanctuary Mountain Maungatautari

Maungatautari Scenic Reserve (the Reserve) 
- this applies to land vested in Te Hapori o 
Maungatautari, administered by Council and 
classified as scenic reserve under the Reserves Act

Mauri - life principle

Ngaahere - bush   

Rangatahi - the younger generation

Sanctuary Mountain Maungatautari - is an ecological 
restoration project which aims to continue the species 
re-introductions and breeding programmes to create 
bio-diversity in a sound ecological environment. 
Sanctuary Mountain Maungatautari is governed by 
a trust made up of members from the community, 
landowners and local iwi representatives

Te Hapori o Maungatautari - this term is used in 
the Ngāti Koroki Kahukura Claims Settlement 
Act 2014 and refers to the Maungatautari 
community as defined in the Act

Tangata whenua - the first peoples of Aotearoa 
New Zealand - who belong to a particular place

Taonga - treasure

Taonga Tuku Iho - treasures handed 
down by our ancestors

Tupuna - ancestor.
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