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Foreword from the Mayor  - The Transport Strategy, helping Waipā to move 
with the times 

The Waipā population is growing rapidly as more people recognise our district is a hidden gem. And 
who can blame them? We offer an attractive lifestyle that’s just a stone’s throw to Auckland, Bay of 
Plenty and the great outdoors of the central plateau. People love our community spirit and boutique 
townships brimming with character. 

Progress is a positive thing for Waipā, but it comes with a caveat. As our communities become larger, 
we’re experiencing some growing pains. These may already be noticeable with traffic congestion or 
delays with public transport; but as with most things, we have a plan in place to set us up for the 
future. 

We need more transport options to connect our people with the places they love. It is essential we 
future proof our transport system to protect against climate change and the extraordinary growth 
we’re facing. 

The boom we are experiencing right now gives us an opportunity to rethink a new future with the 
Transport Strategy. Travel affects everyone, so we’re developed our vision with people at its core;  

People and freight in Waipā have access to an integrated, safe, sustainable transport system 
that provides a range of travel choices.   

Transport plays an important role in enhancing wellbeing and liveability in New Zealand communities. 
In the future, residents will have the power to choose more sustainable and diverse travel modes to 
reduce carbon emissions and reliance on private motor vehicles. 

Local producers and the primary sector are at the heart of our flourishing economy. We need to better 
support them by improving freight connections for transiting Waipā goods across the country. 

We’d like to embrace new and innovative transport technologies that encourage safety, public 
transport and lower carbon emissions. While we can’t always predict new technological changes, our 
strategy will be ready to respond when they arrive. 

Covid-19 has changed travel and exercise habits. More residents are choosing to walk, run or cycle as 
they become accustomed to working from home and living with restrictions. The pandemic has 
created funding uncertainty and forced us to think strategically about what projects to prioritise. Rest 
assured, we’ll continue to maintain our roading network and invest in projects that contribute to 
positive transport outcomes. 

The Transport Strategy is a journey in itself; and I encourage you to read on for a glimpse into what 
the next 30 years will look like. This document supersedes the 2010 Waipā Integrated Transport 
Strategy and will be reviewed every five years. 

Waipā is moving with the times. On behalf of myself and the elected members, we look forward to 
your feedback and the new possibilities the Strategy creates for our district.  

Kind regards, 

Mayor Jim Mylchreest (JP)  
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Executive Summary 

The transport system is vital for our communities, businesses and the economy. Waipā residents make 
a large number of daily trips, including for work, education, shopping, access to community services, 
socialising, or for trips to other centres such as Hamilton City and beyond. There are also a number of 
daily freight movements through and within the district to support the strong rural economy in the 
delivery of goods and services.   

Waipā is growing and changing. This presents challenges in how we plan the transport network now 
and safe-guard for the future. While growth continues, vehicles will still be part of the transport 
solution, but we also need to prioritise low carbon solutions, improve people’s access and mobility 
and support community and stakeholder aspirations.   

We also need to continue to address the district’s high fatal and serious crash rate, integrate transport 
and land-use planning alongside our planning partners, support the economy with safe and efficient 
transport routes and embrace technological advancements that can help us move around the 
transport network.   

This transport strategy supersedes the Waipā Integrated Transport Strategy developed in 2010 with 
an updated vision, priority areas of focus, objectives and outcomes.    

Iwi partners and key stakeholders have provided input into the development of the strategy. 

The strategy framework is outlined below. It shows the vision, focus areas, key objectives, and 
outcomes and priority actions for the strategy to address. 
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Our strategic priorities and key projects: 

 Tackling climate change by reducing greenhouse gas emissions from transport, prioritizing 
sustainable transport modes and monitoring our network to ensure it is resilient to natural 
hazards and extreme weather events. 

 Continuing to manage and maintain the transport network whilst making best use of existing 
infrastructure.  

 Supporting new growth and development with multi-modal transport options to encourage 
mode shift. 

 Identifying and protecting key transport corridors (freight, public transport) through the One 
Network Framework.  

 Continuing our commitment to road safety and the vision of a safe transport system where no 
one is killed or seriously injured. 

 Investing in urban mobility networks in our towns to prioritize more walking, wheeling and 
cycling. 

 Growing public transport patronage. 

 Exploring rural transport options and enhanced services for people transport-disadvantaged 
(e.g. people with disabilities, elderly).  

 Continuing to work with our key regional and sub-regional partners through workstreams such 
as the Regional Land Transport Plan, Future Proof, Hamilton Waikato Metro Spatial Plan to 
ensure the best planning and transport outcomes for the district.  

 Progressing with Te Awamutu Western Arterial/strategic road network and safety 
improvements. 

 Completing Cambridge transport network and safety improvements / investigation of third 
bridge business case. 

 Monitoring future technology trends for new opportunities. 
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Map 1: Map showing future transportation projects across the Waipā district 

 


