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STATEMENT OF PROPOSAL

MANAGING OUR 
PUBLIC SPACES
Public Places Bylaw 2018 



This Statement of Proposal is made for the purposes of Sections 83, 86 and 156 of the 
Local Government Act 2002. It includes:

• background to the proposal

• reasons for the proposal

• summary of proposed changes 

• ‘have your say’ details.



HERE’S THE KEY CHANGES WE’RE 
PROPOSING TO MAKE 
The changes we’re proposing make our bylaw clearer and easier to understand and also improve 
Council’s ability to control certain activities that take place on our public places.    

The areas where there are key changes are:

A BIT OF BACKGROUND 
In Waipā we are lucky enough to have a large amount of public spaces like parks, reserves, footpaths 
and roads that we can all use and enjoy. But in order to make sure they are places that are safe and 
accessible for everyone, we need a few standards and guidelines in place. 

Waipa District Council’s Public Places Bylaw is designed to guide the way our public places are used and 
protect our community from activities that are a nuisance.  In Waipā, the bylaw makes sure our public places 
contribute to our community’s unique identity and create spaces we can all enjoy. 

Our Public Places Bylaw must be reviewed every 10 years under the Local Government Act 2002. It was last 
reviewed in 2007 and since then we’ve found  a few issues that need addressing. 

As well as this, other councils have recently reviewed their own Public Places Bylaws, which have shown how we 
could do things better.  We’re proposing to tighten up our bylaw and close any loop holes.  

Several existing bylaws contribute to how Waipā’s public places are used and managed. We’re proposing to 
combine three bylaws in to one, creating a stronger and simpler bylaw. 

Council agreed in July 2017 to combine these three bylaws:
• Public Places Bylaw 2007
• Control of Signs and Sale of Goods in a Public Place Bylaw 2007
• Traffi c and Stock Droving Bylaw 2012.
By combining these documents we can more effectively manage our public places, particularly complex places 
like our roads. A single bylaw helps prevent any confusion.

The proposed new bylaw covers all the issues Council asked to be included and is consistent with the NZ Bill 
Of Rights Act 1990. When adopted, the Public Places Bylaw 2018 (under section 159 of the Local Government 
Act 2002 (LGA)) will replace the above three bylaws. 

A draft Public Places Bylaw 2018 can be found online at waipadc.govt.nz/haveyoursay or picked up at Council 
offi ces or libraries.

signage in public places

space on our footpaths

mobile trading

restrictions on light vehicles



SIGNAGE
Signage is used to advertise events, businesses, organisations and share public messages. More often 
than not these are displayed along our main roads in order to reach the most people. Signs could 
include billboards, posters, placards, fl ags or sandwich boards. 

What we’re doing now

Currently there are rules in the Waipa District Plan covering signs on private property but there aren’t a lot of 
rules for signs on Council’s roads. Signs can be placed on both residential land facing the road (like election 
signs) and also on public land closer to the CBD for both commercial and community purposes. There are  
concerns that in some areas this can look untidy and that the volume of signs is distracting for drivers. 

What we’re proposing

We’re proposing a small change to the bylaw to help manage the amount of signs across the district. 
The change would mean that signs larger than 0.9m wide x 0.9m high x 0.7m deep will require Council 
permission to display on public spaces. Council may require certain conditions to be met before granting 
permission including the type of material it’s made of, intended location and size (a full list is available in 
schedule two of the draft Public Places Bylaw 2018). 

Guidelines around signs smaller than 0.9m wide x 0.9m high x 0.7m deep will not change and they will not 
require a permit.

SPACE ON OUR FOOTPATHS
A footpath can be a high-traffi c area in our towns. On any given day, our footpaths are used by 
pedestrians, shops displaying their goods, chairs and tables outside restaurants and cafes, mobility 
scooters and even pets. There needs to be a clear set of rules in place to ensure that both businesses 
and pedestrians can use these public spaces safely. 

What we’re doing now

Currently 1.5m of free space must be available on the footpath in order for pedestrians to pass safely. 
Businesses can use up to 1m of footpath to display their goods, provided the 1.5m of space for 
pedestrians is left. 

What we’re proposing

We believe we need to have more room available for pedestrians and to do this we’re proposing to increase 
the amount of footpath space that must be kept clear for public access to 2m. This will ensure pedestrians 
and other users have enough space to use the footpath comfortably. 

Businesses can continue to use up to 1m of footpath in front of their property to display goods for sale, as long 
as there is 2m of clear space for other footpath users too. If a business wants to use more than 1m they would 
need to apply for a Council permit. 



MOBILE TRADING
Mobile trading has become very popular throughout the district. A mobile trader is any person who sells 
goods and services by foot, from a vehicle or from a stall. Some examples of popular mobile traders in 
Waipā include food trucks, hair salons and coffee carts. 

What we’re doing now

Currently the only restriction on mobile traders is they must apply for a permit in order to operate in or from  
a public place in Waipā. 

While these traders provide a great service, they are making use of our public places to do their business 
and we need to make sure we are managing this properly. Currently the traders can use up parking spots in 
popular areas and can cause distractions for drivers, so we need to make sure they are operating safely for 
both customers and road users. 

What we’re proposing

 We would like to introduce new rules which will restrict the areas and times mobile traders  
can operate. 

 The areas we are proposing to restrict mobile traders from are areas that are unsafe (such as being too close 
to an intersection) or too close to popular areas (such as town centres where parking spots are at a premium). 

No permits will be issued for mobile traders to trade in any of the following areas in Te Awamutu:

• Alexandra Street from Arawata Street to Rewi Street

• Arawata Street from Alexandra Street to Mahoe Street

• Sloane Street from Alexandra Street to Albert Park Drive

•  Council car parks at Roche Street; Mahoe Street; Jacobs Street; Te Awamutu Events Centre (Selwyn Lane); 
Warehouse/George Street shops.

No permits will be issued for mobile traders to trade in any of the following areas in Cambridge:

• Victoria Street from Wilson Street to Queen Street

• Alpha Street from Victoria Street to Anzac Street

• Duke Street from Wilson Street to Anzac Street

• Council car parks at Hally’s Lane, Anzac Street, Waipa District Council office/library, Wilson Street.

Any exceptions (for example an organised event) would require approval from Council.

You can view the full list of potential permit conditions in schedule one of the draft Public Places Bylaw.



RESTRICTIONS ON LIGHT VEHICLES
Street racing is an issue that faces councils nationwide. With many rural roads in our district and our 
close proximity to Hamilton, this could also become an issue in Waipā.

What we’re doing now

Currently we have no specific restrictions in place that address the issue of street racing. 

Hamilton and Waikato District Councils have recently updated their bylaws to include restrictions on certain 
roads in order to prevent street racing. These restrictions could open Waipā up to become a easy target for 
street racers if we do not also adjust our bylaw to suit. 

What we’re proposing

We’re proposing to give Council the power to close roads to light vehicles at certain times in order to manage 
problem areas for street racing. For example if street racing was frequently occurring on a particular street, 
Council would be able to amend the bylaw to include that street and enforce this clause. Normal road users 
would not be affected. 

This would be consistent with Hamilton City Council and Waikato District Council. Currently we are not 
proposing to include any specific roads on this list; however if an area started to become an issue it would 
give us more freedom to add them into the bylaw more easily, so that we can deal with any issues quickly. Any 
specific roads added to the bylaw would be in consultation with the community. 

OTHER MORE MINOR PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE 
BYLAW INCLUDE:
• clearer permit conditions for stock droving and dairy cattle previously included in Traffic and Stock Droving 

Bylaw 2012 and improving our requirements for new dairy cattle road crossings 

• clarification that all property owners are responsible to maintain the vegetation on the boundary of 
their properties that may adversely affect road safety. This is already stated in Section 355 of the Local 
Government Act 1974 

• allocation of space on roads and other public places for cycle lanes, cycle paths, shared cycle paths

• guidelines around what is considered to be a nuisance in a public place so that any issues can be 
managed better.  These cover several minor behaviours (such as damage, taking or planting vegetation) 
which constitute a nuisance for people or are simply things which people don’t like to see happening).

COST
This bylaw may require more permits to be issued and the costs will be recovered through Council’s 
fees and charges on a user pays basis. Additional costs from these changes will be covered by Council’s 
existing operating budget. There is no direct impact on rates at this stage. 



HAVE YOUR SAY
TELL US WHAT YOU THINK ABOUT THE DRAFT PUBLIC 
PLACES BYLAW 2018 BY MAKING A SUBMISSION.
Copies of the Statement of Proposal, draft Public Places Bylaw 2018 and submission 
forms are available:

online at Council’s website: waipadc.govt.nz/haveyoursay

at Council offices and libraries

by phoning 0800 WAIPADC (924 723) and requesting a copy.

Online: 
waipadc.govt.nz/haveyoursay

Emailed to: 
submissions@waipadc.govt.nz 
with ‘Public Places Bylaw - 
submission’ in the subject line.

Delivering it to Council offices: 
Waipa District Council, 101 Bank St, Te Awamutu
Waipa District Council, 23 Wilson St, Cambridge

Posted to: 
Freepost 167662 (no stamp necessary)
Waipa District Council
Private Bag 2402
TE AWAMUTU 3840

Submissions must be received by 5pm on Friday 20 July 2018.

You can make a submission in the following ways:



Head Office 07 872 0030    ¶ 101 Bank Street, Private Bag 2402, Te Awamutu 3840
Cambridge Office 07 823 3800    ¶ 23 Wilson Street, Cambridge
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