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Imagine a place where  
everyone belongs. 
A place for young and old.
A place of discovery.
A place full of activity.
A place to remember the past  
and welcome the future.
A place that tells our story. 

Whakaarohia rawatia  
He papa kainga ki te katoa
Pakeke, rangatahi
Kia kimihia
Kia karawhiua 
Kia ekea paingia
Kia pūrākaungia.

Our
SPACE

In the heart of  

Te Awamutu.
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Waipa is a district 
full of rich cultural 
and environmental 
heritage.
Located in the heart of the district,  
Te Awamutu has a great story to tell.

Not only does Te Awamutu have a fantastic 
community spirit, the town has a strong 
and resilient economy and is the backbone 
for a wide range of robust and diverse 
agricultural and horticultural enterprises.

Te Awamutu is growing and by 2050 
another 5,440 people will choose to call  
Te Awamutu home.
We want to make sure our town is ready to 
welcome these new people while retaining 
the history and character of Te Awamutu.

Our goal
The Town Concept Plan includes a very clear 
vision: create a vibrant town centre – the 
heart of Te Awamutu – that blends the modern 
and historical to provide a unique ambience. 

Our goal is to create a central meeting 
place for our community. A place that offers 
recreational, social, cultural and educational 
activities – all in one central area. 

We also want to create a vibrant centre that 
encourages visitors to spend time in our 
district and contribute to our local economy.

We want our town centre to continue to grow 
as an attractive, lively and functional heart 
of Te Awamutu. But it doesn’t stop there. Our 
centre needs to be accessible and strongly 
connected to the wider district through 
pedestrian and cycle links.

The next step in  
our journey.
We are looking at ways to make the town 
and our district even more active and vibrant. 

Over the past 10 years, Council has worked 
on redeveloping the area around Selwyn 
Park, currently being referred to as ‘the hub’ 
development. We have already seen the 
creation of the events centre, playground, 
library and now it’s time to take it to the  
next level. 

The development of ‘the hub’ precinct came 
from the Te Awamutu Town Concept Plan  
in 2010.

Full of rich

and environmentalcultural

heritage
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Mt. Pirongia

Maungatautari 
Sanctuary Mountain

Ohaupo

Pirongia
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Lake Ngaroto Lake Karapiro

Mt. Kakepuku

Kihikihi

Te Awamutu

Waikato River

Waipa District

Our space in the heart of Te Awamutu… 
and in the heart of Waipa.
Situated in the centre of Te Awamutu and our district, the new space will provide a hub 
where people can meet and learn about everything our district has to offer. 

11.6km
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12km

7km

12km
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Te Awamutu

Waikato River

Waipa District

We are looking to create a network of trails and roads for locals and tourists to explore and 
discover key cultural, heritage, environmental and recreational sites throughout the district.

It’s about making it easy for our community and our visitors to spend time in our district and  
enjoy the stunning landscapes and journeys we have to offer.

26km

32km

35km

5.2km
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What’s there already?
The hub precinct already contains key 
facilities that support our Town Concept 
Plan vision. These include: 

• the Te Awamutu Events Centre – 
including a swimming, multi-sports 
facility and gym

• a playground

• the Te Awamutu i-SITE

• the Te Awamutu Library.

What’s coming?
There are a variety of facilities being 
planned for the area: 

• a revamped destination playground

• a children’s bike skills park

• potentially a new discovery centre which 
could incorporate museum services, an 
interactive space and the Te Awamutu i-SITE.

Accommodation and 
office/entertainment
We want to make sure the area is an active 
and vibrant space at all times of the day. 

To do this we need to make sure we have 
the right facilities in the right place and we 
also need a level of business activity and 
residential development. 
Alexandra Street will remain our main retail 
precinct and we are working closely with 
retailers to improve our retail offering. 

The right

in the right
Facilities

Place!
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Land use and urban design
Creating a new central area requires a lot 
of work around how the place should look, 
what type of development should go where  
and how it all works together.

Our plans for the future will involve changing 
the way some of the land is used in that area. 
This is required to make sure the whole area 
flows the way it should, the right things are 
connected and so that space is maximised. 

We’re looking to create six zones:

• commercial

• cultural (proposed site for discovery centre)

• residential

• recreation (new destination playground, 
bike skills park, rose gardens)

• sports/health (events centre)

• retail.

Maximising
the space!
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Check out our
Concept

PLAN

Draft sketch only
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History of the area
Tainui Māori first explored and settled  
the Waipa area as early as the  
14th Century.

Initially pā were established along navigable 
waterways, on prominent ridgelines and 
around lake margins. By the early 1800s, 
several pā were established in the Te 
Awamutu area (then known as Ōtāwhao) 
due to the excellent growing conditions  
and river access.

Pā were constructed at many points along 
the entire course of both the Mangaohoi 
and Mangapiko streams. The streams  
were used for travel and fishing purposes.

Prior to the Waikato Land Wars, the  
tangata whenua of Te Awamutu had 
evolved a prosperous style of farming.  
Māori were industrious, they quickly 
adapted themselves to European crops  
and farming technologies. 

After every harvest the local rivers were 
busy with canoe transport taking their 
goods to the Auckland markets and further 
afield to both Australia and the Californian 
goldfields. These goods included flour, 
dressed flax, pigs and potatoes.

The name Te Awamutu refers to the end of 
the navigable river. Canoes could navigate 
from the Waipa River up the Mangapiko 
Stream as far as Te Awamutu to the 
confluence of the Mangaohoi Stream. From 
there travel had to be across land because 
both streams were blocked by snags and 
unsuitable for navigation by canoes.

Arrival of missionaries
In 1841 Rev. John Morgan was appointed to 
the Ōtāwhao Mission which occupied the 
present day Selwyn Park opposite the site 
where St. John’s church now stands.  
Morgan established a school and 
encouraged the use of European styles  
of agriculture and horticulture.

By 1864, conflict between the British and 
Maori Kingitanga movement had escalated 
and land wars erupted.

The Mission Station and surrounding land 
was used by troops as a base camp for the 
next three years. All of the land around the 
township was confiscated with 3000 military 
settlers given sections ranging in size from 
50 to 400 acres. Many of these men did not 
continue to farm the land, and the Mission 
Farm returned to grass from the spectacular 
wheat fields of previous years.

The Mission Farm was sold in 1907, to allow 
for further growth. It was used as a camping 
ground before becoming the reserve we 
have today.

The 'Hub area’

vibrant
was once part of a

trading station.
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Our heritage
Te Awamutu and Waipa district is rich in 
cultural and natural heritage. We have a great 
deal to share and an important story to tell.

We are home to many significant sites. Some 
of these are managed by Council but many 
are managed by community groups such as 
the Cambridge Museum and the Pirongia 
Visitor Centre. 

As a Council, we have a legal responsibility 
to protect and promote our district’s natural 
and cultural taonga and our unique 
character and identity. But we can, and we 
should do more.

By exploring, celebrating and protecting 
our shared heritage, we’ll build a stronger 
foundation for our communities to 
develop and grow. By acknowledging 

Our opportunity
Right now we have an opportunity to make 
sure our stories of who we were and who we 
are today are not lost. 

In partnership with Iwi, we have an 
opportunity to provide a space where our 
community can discover Waipa’s diverse 
and largely unknown social, cultural, and 
natural history. 

What’s more, we have an opportunity to 
create a visitor attraction for those beyond 
our borders.

and commemorating our past, we’ll be 
empowered to build the best possible future.

We can help make Waipa’s past meaningful 
in today’s world and celebrate the unique 
identity that is Waipa.
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The start of our journey
Using a combination of digital storytelling 
apps, interpretative signage and an 
extensive network of cycleways and trails, 
we will be able to take our locals and visitors 
beyond the walls of the centre and on a 
journey through our district’s significant sites 
– so they can truly discover who we were, 
and who we are today.

The proposal
As well as continued investment in our 
heritage sites (such as Lake Ngaroto, 
Yarndley’s Bush and significant pā and battle 
sites), Council is considering building a 
centre that would enable our community and 
visitors to discover our wonderful district.

The proposed discovery centre could sit 
alongside our library and could include:

• a new space to house and showcase our 
precious collection of taonga

• ever-changing exhibition spaces and 
interactive zones that tell our unique 
Waipa stories

• stories that connect to the actual sites  
of significance

• a research centre and ability to offer 
more research services to our community

• a hub for our school and education 
programmes

• the Te Awamutu i-SITE

• spaces for our community to gather.

It will be a space where we can discover  
and understand our past, and a place  
that showcases where we have come from, 
who we were and who we are today. It will 
be the cultural heart of Waipa.

A visitor
 Attraction
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Waipa trails
Waipa is already home to a number of key 
cycling and walking trails and we have 
exciting plans to build more throughout  
the district.

Our focus is to create a safe network of trails 
that enable our community and visitors to 
enjoy our stunning landscapes and discover 
our towns and significant sites.

For us, cycling is more than a  
recreational activity.

• Cycling is business: Our trails and 
cycling events brings in business and 
tourism opportunities.

• Cycling helps tell our story: By 
connecting our towns and significant 
sites we can share and promote our  
rich history.

• Cycling connects communities: It’s 
affordable, keeps us healthy and is an 
activity that friends and families can  
do together.

• Cycling creates social fabric: It allows all 
kinds of people to participate and share 
a journey.

In our last 10-Year Plan, Council decided 
to fund the Te Awa River ride which largely 
runs throughout the eastern (Cambridge) 
side of the district. 

As well as this, Council has completed 
a new trail that connects Te Awamutu to 
Kihikihi and plans are well underway for 
a new trail connecting Te Awamutu, Lake 
Ngaroto and Pirongia.

It’s about

our people,

and our sites!

Connecting

Our towns,
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Destination 
playground/bike 
skills park
The play space will be built near Selwyn 
Park and along the Mangaohoi Stream,  
and we hope it will become a central  
place the community can enjoy together. 

The space will be transformed into a  
grass terraced area with seating and  
picnic areas. The current playground  
will get a refresh and there are lots of  
new features too. 

Some features of the new play  
space include:

• a water play area

• a slide and balance area

• new playground equipment

• a new fenced under-5 play area

• a bike skills area.

A central

the community can

together!

place
enjoy

Mangaohoi Stream
This stream is precious and we want to make 
sure it’s protected for years to come.

We’re looking at implementing a restoration 
plan that will involve planting and also  
weed control. 

As well as this, we want to fix the erosion 
issues along the stream and make sure  
it’s a place our community can appreciate 
and enjoy.
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New fenced under-5 play areaNew fenced under-5 play area

Selwyn ParkSelwyn Park

Upgraded BBQ 
and picnic area
Upgraded BBQ 
and picnic areaNew water play areaNew water play area New terraced picnic 

and family area
New terraced picnic 

and family area

New slide and
balance area

New slide and
balance area

New playground
equipment

New playground
equipment

Existing playground equipmentExisting playground equipment

New rose bedsNew rose beds

New bike skills parkNew bike skills park

NEW 
SLIDE AND 

BALANCE 
AREA

NEW 
PLAYGROUND 
EQUIPMENTNEW FENCED 

UNDER-5 
PLAY AREA

EXISTING PLAYGROUND 
EQUIPMENT

NEW 
WATER 
PLAY AREA UPGRADED 

BBQ AND 
PICNIC AREA

NEW TERRACED 
PICNIC AND FAMILY 
AREA

NEW BIKE 
SKILLS PARK

EXISTING 
ROSE 
GARDENS

NEW 
BEDS

SELWYN PARK

SELWYN PARK
TE AWAMUTU 

LIBRARY

Existing rose gardensExisting rose gardens
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The future of  
Market Street
Market Street will be a key connector street 
linking the main street with the hub area.

A place that opens out into the public area 
and enables retail/commercial development.

A place of trees, wide footpaths and small 
boutique shops.

A place that is easy to walk around and enjoy. 
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Street
MARKET
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The future of  
Mahoe Street
Mahoe Street will be an area including a 
mix of restaurants, offices and potentially 
higher-density residential housing. 

A place that welcomes you to the hub area.

A place that is attractive for pedestrians.

A place with underground power and  
leafy trees.
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Street
Mahoe



18 Our space In the heart of Te Awamutu

The future of  
Churchill Street
Churchill Street is currently a largely  
un-used area that is perfect for residential 
and visitor accommodation. 

A place that means people can live close  
to the hub.

A place that borders the Mangaohoi Stream.

A place that will add to the vibrancy of the 
area by keeping it active and alive at all 
times of the day.

People can live

in the heart ofand stay

Te Awamutu
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StreetChurchill
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Social spaces
We want to create formalised public/social spaces that link all parts of the area together. 

A place that connects our facilities to our green spaces.

A place for events and gatherings. 

A place where people come together and celebrate.

Link all parts of the

hub together
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Be part of it
Right now, we’re preparing  
a draft 10-Year Plan for  
Waipa District.

Our 10-Year Plan is our story 
for the district. It sets out what Council plans 
to do over the next decade – and how we 
intend to pay for it. It’s about balancing 
what we need and want to have in the 
district with what is affordable for  
our community.

The projects outlined in this booklet 
represent our long-term vision for the future; 
it won’t all happen at once. As part of our 
10-Year Plan, some of these projects will be 
up for discussion so we want to know what 
you think about them!

There will be plenty of ways for you to 
join the discussion. Keep an eye out in the 
newspapers, on our website and on our 
social media pages. We may even pop up 
at your local farmers’ market or outside your 
favourite coffee shop. 

The more people involved, the better.

Stay tuned.

you to be We’d love

part of it!futurewaipa.co.nz

facebook.com/WaipaDistrictCouncil

twitter.com/Waipa_DC

instagram.com/Waipa_NZ
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Phone 07 872 0030
Fax 07 872 0033


