
Notes on Registration
All dog owners with dogs ordinarily kept in the Waipa District 
must register with the Waipa District Council.

All dogs must be registered from 3 months of age.

If any puppy is first required to be registered after 1 August in 
any registration year, the fee shall be 1/12th of the annual fee 
for each complete month remaining in the registration year 
after the date of such registration.

It is an offence to keep a dog older than 3 months which is 
unregistered. On conviction a Court may impose a fine up to 
$3,000, or Council may issue an infringement notice with a fine 
of $300 and/or a dog control officer or dog ranger may seize 
and impound an unregistered dog.

The application form must be completed and returned with 
the appropriate fees payable:
• by post to Dog Registration, Waipa District Council, Private 

Bag 2402, TE AWAMUTU 3840
• delivered to the offices either at 101 Bank Street, TE 

AWAMUTU or 23 Wilson Street, CAMBRIDGE
• by email to info@waipadc.govt.nz 

(fees can be paid via internet banking or online by credit 
card – see registration notice for details).

When completing your dog’s details on the registration form, 
please record your dog’s breed as accurately as possible. In the 
event of a mixed breed dog, please indicate the predominant 
breed first. 

Failure to supply any of the information requested in this form 
that is relevant to your application may prevent the registration 
of your dog. You are encouraged to request the Waipa District 
Council to correct or amend any of these details if you discover 
a mistake or if the relevant circumstances change.

Any dog being registered for the first time on or after 1 July 
2006 must be implanted with a micro-chip transponder of 
the prescribed type and in the prescribed manner within two 
months of registration. This requirement does not apply to 
dogs used soley or principally for the purpose of herding stock.

It is an offence in making an application for the registration of 
a dog to make any written statement knowing that statement 
to be false. On conviction a Court may impose a fine of up to 
$3,000, or Council may issue an infringement 
notice  with a fine of $750.

Replacement tags may be obtained at a cost of $3 each from 
the Waipa District Council if the current tag has been lost or 
stolen.

Any dog not wearing a collar having a current registration tag 
or disc attached will, until the contrary is proved, be treated as 
unregistered.

On change of ownership of any registered dog, both the 
previous owner and the new owner must, within 14 days, 
give written notice to Waipa District Council of the change 
of ownership and the residential address of the new owner 
and the address at which the dog will be kept. It is an offence 
not to comply with this requirement. On conviction, a court 
may impose a fine of up to $500, or Council may issue an 
infringement notice with a fine of $100.

If the owner’s address is changed within the district, the owner 
must within 14 days give written notice of the change to 
Waipa District Council. It is an offence not to comply with this 
requirement. On conviction a court may impose a fine of up to 
$500, or Council may issue an infringement notice with a fine 
of $100.

If any dog is transferred to the district of another Council for 
one month or more, the owner must, within six weeks of the 
transfer, give written notice of the transfer to both councils 
setting out the address at which the dog will be kept. It is an 
offence not to comply with this requirement. On conviction a 
court may impose a fine of up to $500, or Council may issue an 
infringement notice with a fine of $100.

Where the fee for the registration of a dog is paid and that dog 
dies, a refund for the remaining months of that registration 
year will be made upon receiving written request. Please 
note, refunds can only be made from the date of request, and 
cannot be back-dated to the date of death.

The registration fees include GST, and a tax receipt will be 
issued at the time of payment, with the dog tag.  

Urban owners wishing to claim a reduced fee for neutered 
dogs must produce a veterinary surgeon’s certificate certifying 
that the dog has been neutered.

Your date of birth is required to enable you to be distinguished 
from other persons with the same name. Certainty of 
identification is required in the enforcement of the provisions 
of the Dog Control Act 1996.

(Important Information - please read)



Notes on Registration
(Important Information - please read)

Control of Dogs
Sections 52, 53 and 54A, Dog Control Act 1996

The owner of any dog must keep that dog under control at 
all times and, when in a public place, must use or carry a 
leash at all times (note Waipa District Council’s Dog Control 
Bylaw 2015 requires dogs in a public place to be leashed at 
all times unless in a designated dog exercise area).

A dog will be deemed to be not under control:

• if it is found at large on any land or premises other 
than a public place or a private way without the 
consent (express or implied) of the occupier or person 
in charge of the land or those premises; or

• if it is found at large in any public place or in any 
private way in contravention of any regulation or 
bylaw.

If your dog is not kept under control, you will be committing 
an offence and be liable for a fine of up to $3,000.00. 
Alternatively, Council may issue an infringement notice with 
a fine of $200.00. In addition, a dog control officer or dog 
ranger may impound the dog.

Release of your information
The information provided on your registration 
form will be kept by Waipa District Council but may 
only be used for lawful official purposes and will 
not be generally available to the public. However, 
Section 35 of the Dog Control Act 1996 allows the 
name and address of the owner of any specified 
dog to be made available to any person who has 

made a written application for that information. 
Before supplying the information, Waipa District 
Council must be satisfied of the identity of the 
applicant and that the information is required for 
one of a limited number of specified purposes, 
such as returning a lost dog to its owner or seeking 
compensation for damage.

Obligations of dog owner on owner’s 
property
Section 52A Dog Control Act 1996

The owner of a dog must ensure, when the dog is on land or premises 
occupied by the owner:

• that the dog is under the direct control of a person; or

• that the dog is confined within the land or premises in such a way 
that it cannot freely leave the land or premises.

You will commit an offence and be liable on conviction to a fine of $3,000 
or Council may issue an infringement notice with a fine of $200 if you 
fail to comply with this provision. In addition, a dog control officer or dog 
ranger may seize and impound the dog.

Obligations of Dog Owner
Section 54, Dog Control Act 1996

The owner of any dog must:

• ensure that the dog receives proper care and attention and is 
supplied with proper and sufficient food, water and shelter, and

• ensure that the dog receives adequate exercise.

You will commit an offence and be liable on conviction to imprisonment 
for up to three months or to a fine not exceeding $5,000, or Council may 
issue an infringement notice with a fine of $300 if you fail to comply with 
this provision. 

WAIPA DISTRICT COUNCIL 
ANIMAL CONTROL SERVICES
We offer a 24 hours dog/stock control service:

8am to 5pm – Customer support staff are 
available to take calls

5pm to 8am week days, weekends, and public 
holidays – after-hours staff are available to 
deal with urgent incidents. 

Contact us on (0800) 924 723 all 
hours.
You can also contact Council’s customer 
support staff for non-urgent matters via email 
at info@waipadc.govt.nz or visit Council’s 
website www.waipadc.govt.nz


