Pirongia Update

Wednesday, February 18, 2026

Waipa District is currently in a State of Emergency due to severe weather that caused
flooding, slips and impacts to roads and water infrastructure at the weekend.

Pirongia water update

You have responded so well to using water carefully and
only when essential - thank you. Te Tahi Water Treatment
Plant is offline due to the reservoir and water main
sustaining significant damage. Water has been redirected
to Pirongia from Te Awamutu, and as capacity is lower,
water use needs to be low in the township. These
restrictions should only need to remain in place a few more
days.

There is a new connection being installed to provide more
water capacity by replacing a valve in Te Awamutu with
pipes. Some of Frontier Road will be dug up on Thursday
and Friday to install the pipe. On Saturday, we will make the
connections and test these out. Itis very unlikely there will : _
be any period of no water. If there is, it will only be for Te Tahi reservoir on Saturday, February 14. This is now drained.
Pirongia and will be for a short period Saturday night.

This work does not impact Te Awamutu water. Putting the new pipe through Te Awamutu recently has saved the day.
Without this work, supplying Pirongia from Te Awamutu would have resulted in low water pressure in many parts of Te
Awamutu.

Once the new connection is in place and working - expected by Sunday - you can return to normal indoor water use but
please continue to restrict your use of outdoor water. This includes no washing cars or watering gardens. This will
continue as we test the new system’s resilience.

Any further changes will be advised via the Antenno app, social media, our website, street signage, and digital signage in
the village.

Road closures
Corcoran Road, Te Pahu is closed beyond house number 238. Water levels are down but there will be considerable
more work needed including debris removal.

Mangauika Road, Pirongia is closed at the one-way bridge. Resident access is available from either end. We're currently
working on a permanent solution and hope to have the bridge opened by the end of next week. Cranes are required as
it's a large structure.

O’Shea Road is closed to heavy vehicles.

Closed tracks and reserves
Several tracks and reserves in and around Pirongia are currently closed due to storm damage and safety risks. Do not
access these areas until further notice:

» Pirongia Forest - Mountain Bike Park and Waipa District Council Forestry Block (Sainsbury Road)
e Sainsbury Road Reserve

o Kakepuku Mountain Track ”I///l
« Pirongia Esplanade Track /17777

o Matakitaki Pa (lower platform is closed).

M



Cleaning up advice

As you begin to clean up, it's important to take care of your
health as well as your home. Flooding can leave behind
contaminated water, silt and damp conditions that may
pose health risks. Floodwater can contain harmful germs
from sewage, farm run off and chemicals.

Visit https://bit.ly/cleanupsafely for further guidance or
ring Healthline on 0800 611 116.

Flooding on Corcoran Road in Te Pahu on Saturday, February 14, 2026.

Waipa Mayoral Disaster Relief Fund - Donations Now Being Accepted

The Waipa District Mayoral Disaster Relief Fund has been opened for donations to support people
affected by recent flooding and storm damage across the district. The fund will provide support to
individuals, whanau, small businesses, community organisations and marae experiencing hardship as
recovery gets underway. Donations can be made to:

Account name: Waipa District Council - Mayoral Relief Fund
Bank account: 12 3122 0084701 20 DONATE

If you would like a receipt, please include your phone number as the payment reference or contact
relieffund@waipadc.govt.nz. Information about who can apply for assistance and how to apply will be published once
arrangements are confirmed.

Recycling

There are some limits on our ability to complete kerbside recycling collections safely. If your street is closed or only
partially accessible, please do not place your bins out for collection until we advise that access has been fully restored.
Recycling will be picked up on your next scheduled day or via a special run when access is restored.

Community drop-in session to support recovery.
A community drop-in session will be held on Friday to support people affected by the recent severe weather.

The session will bring together a range of social service agencies to help connect individuals and families with practical
support and advice.

The drop-in will be held at the following location:

Friday 20 February, 11am-7pm
Pirongia Community Centre, 574 Crozier St, Pirongia

Other sessions are being organised in Tokanui and
Otorohanga.

In the meantime, Civil Defence welfare requests are
being co-ordinated through Here to Help U as a one-
stop support service in affected areas. People can
contact 0800 568 273 and leave a call-back request.

Pirongia Community Centre.
Response teams continue to work across the district, and people are reminded to follow safety advice and respect any
signage or road closures in place.

Need help or want to report an issue?

0800568273 @ www.heretohelpu.nz < info@waipadc.govt.nz  If in an emergency or danger: call 111

For more information visit our website https://bit.ly/3McKD8L
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