Pirongia Community Update

Wednesday, March 18, 2026

The State of Emergency for the Waipa District has been lifted following last month’s severe storm and flooding. While the
emergency response phase has ended, we are in now the transition phase working towards recovery. Our teams are working
hard to restore services and repair damage to roads, water systems, and tracks and reserves. This update provides some key
updates on the recovery process and where to find support if you need a helping hand.
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Mayor Mike Pettit and Deputy Mayor Jo-Davies Colley stopped by the Cou;vtry Bakery Cafe in Pirongia to enjoy some

Road closures, access and repairs
+ Corcoran Road is open for resident only access around current site works. Where possible, we encourage non-

residents to avoid this route as repairs to road surface and edges take place over the next two weeks.
+« Whatauri Road has a temporary bridge in place with weight restrictions. It is open to residents only.
+ Mangati Bridge SH39 is due to open this week following the installation of a temporary bridge. ”Illll

The following roads are now open to all traffic following slip repairs and clearing of debris:
« Gray Road - minor work will be undertaken to unblock culvert in the coming weeks. ’IIIII/‘

 Mangauika Road Bridge - with speed restrictions.

¢ Pokuru Road

+ Sainsbury Road

« Waikoha Road - minor work will be undertaken to culverts and retaining walls in the coming weeks.

For the latest road status updates, please visit our website.

Water and wastewater systems
e Pirongia remains at a Water Alert Level 2, in line with the rest of the Waipa District.
« The Te Tahi Dam has been drained to eliminate the risk of dam failure resulting from the storm damage.
« With help from Waikato Regional Council, damaged pipes and infrastructure are being cleared.
e Our teams have installed a new connection in Te Awamutu to help secure water supply for Pirongia residents.
» We are also working on a long-term programme to support Waipa District’s water supply in the years ahead,
particularly during the summer period.

Tracks and reserves
Some of Pirongia’s reserves and walking tracks have experienced flooding, fallen trees or erosion. Inspections are
ongoing to identify hazards such as unstable ground, slips and damaged bridges.
« PirongiaEsplanadeis open
¢ Both the KakepukuMountain trackand 205 Sainsbury Rd Reserveremain closed
+ Pirongia Mountain bike tracks remain closed
+ Pirongia Forest Park (Department of Conservation)
o Nikau Walk and Loop Walk have reopened.
o Pahautea Hut and campsite are open for bookings. Visitor access is restricted to the Waite Rd entry via the
Ruapane and Tirohanga tracks.
o The Mangakara Nature Walk remains closed.
o The Bell Track and Mahaukura Track were significantly damaged by slips and require further assessment. The
Hihikiwi Track remains unavailable due to surrounding public roads being closed.

We appreciate your help with keeping these areas safe by respecting closures and avoiding damaged tracks.
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Mayoral Disaster Relief Fund
If you're a resident, ratepayer, business owner, community group or marae and you’ve been .

affected by the recent flooding and storm damage, the Mayoral Disaster Relief Fund may be able
to help.

To find out more or apply visit: waipadc.govt.nz/relieffund. Alternatively, pick up a form from:
Waipa District Council office (101 Bank Street, Te Awamutu), or Te Awamutu Library (Selwyn
Lane).

If you are an Otorohanga resident, please refer to the Otorohanga District Council website: otodc.govt.nz/

Want to make a donation? Help our community get back on its feet

Waipa District Council - Mayoral Relief Fund

Bank account:12 3122 0084701 20.

If you would like a receipt, please include your phone number as the payment reference.

Where to find support
If you or someone you know needs support, there are a number of organisations available to help. Our local council team
can help connect you with the appropriate services if needed.

Local council and emergency support

Waipa District Council
e Recovery updates, infrastructure repairs, welfare co-ordination and local recovery support.
* Phone: 0800924 723 (0800 WAIPADC)
¢ Email:info@waipadc.govt.nz

Waikato Civil Defence Emergency Management Group
o Welfare support and recovery assistance during major events. Follow official Civil Defence updates and emergency
alerts through council channels.

Welfare and recovery support
Here toHelp U
* A one-stop support service co-ordinating welfare requests, food parcels, financial hardship support and referrals to
social services.
e Phone: 0800 568 273. You can also request a callback via their website: www.heretohelpu.nz

Ministry of Social Development
e Financial assistance and welfare support.
e Phone: 0800 559 009 or visit your local MSD office.

Rural Support Trust
« Practical and emotional support for farmers, growers and rural whanaufacing stress, damage to property or loss.
e Phone: 0800 787 254

1737 - Need to Talk?
» Free, confidential counselling and wellbeing support available 24 hours a day via phone or text.
o Callortext1737
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Mayor Mike updating the residents of Corcoran Road, Te Pahu, about progress to clear the blocked culvert


https://mcas-proxyweb.mcas.ms/certificate-checker?login=false&originalUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.heretohelpu.nz.mcas.ms%3FMcasTsid%3D15600&McasCSRF=d4c2048899ba4509663d9c3c78a4ea83a9fd7aa5ca7e6ad3625ce5a348ccdb28
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.heretohelpu.nz%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEyMFZwaVFmM3JORk5reFQyMHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7ED3MqgUjh3iIiGTHubcBZRwW69jrNMX33sQTKrESXO3yg8TNxISmJ3aNnOA_aem_TZ8SdqRvZfhgPkL47jSNFw&h=AT0M7D7FBZd62xBGKyrxAHHt0lVlVGEx5lCmrkz1ftJoQ9JyyCiZx8EnI-fkno1iDpMF37S2vfH5PYzm5Vtn8HxoqYpE-BRiEtOs0JgKVjBx2xp8k-9kFpUyTPl2LZ8qM9srEL-8k6BLE8Xo&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1JEbe4itYp7DamxIZWV4GPGgGVtVeJJJ9ong6Boy4CbOUcacBT5BOvwtUAqvCTVjknIYOOlYavAf3lb31tXw85-xdMBP6qtwgU9DWcLuJIREzreyn6yQthwi5HT7Vgfha5vpibxqqWIy5k64F87_MaCyx1OlzpISsqT79RTLxn-6SvGjdsMmL0GhCztcrjCbvhUxDdegK9-Uy2JHLzERE4aA
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