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Waipā sign regulations for builders and developers 
Waipā District Council is responsible for keeping the districts’ roads and footpaths accessible and safe 
for all users. Therefore, we need builders and developers to comply with the district’s Public Places 
Bylaw 2023 and District Plan provisions for roadside signage. The key points that apply to 
builder/developer signs are given below and the full bylaw and plan are available on our website – 
www.waipadc.govt.nz 

Signs in public places 
Signs in public places fall under the Waipa District Council Public Places Bylaw 2023. Key points for 
builder/developer signs are: 

• Maximum dimensions (including frames and 
supports) are 1.0m tall; 1.0m wide; and 0.7m 
deep. 

• Signs can be displayed for up to eight weeks in 
any 12-month period. If your project is going to 
take longer than eight weeks, you will need to 
erect any signs to help subcontractors and 
delivery vehicles to the site within the property 
boundaries. 

• Locations should be chosen to ensure signs: 
- Are well off the road and allow unobstructed access to all roads and footpaths 
- Leave clear visibility for all drivers and pedestrians, and 
- Don’t distract drivers at high-risk locations like intersections, driveways, or pedestrian crossings. 

• Signs can only be displayed immediately outside the project property – not at other locations for 
better visibility or to direct potential buyers to the project property. Rear sections may be signed 
outside a neighbouring property, with the owner’s permission. 

• Signs cannot be attached to any public fixtures e.g. public buildings; lamp posts; road/community 
signs; trees; rubbish bins; bus shelters; bridges; road railings; street bollards; and public fences. 

• Signs must not be internally illuminated, flashing or incorporate fluorescent or moving materials 
(e.g. flags) and must not use colours associated with traffic signals. 

We encourage builders and developers to keep content brief and use clear, large text so drivers can 
quickly and safely read the sign without taking their eyes off the road for too long. Key information is: 

- Name of the builder/developer involved in the project 
- Website or social media reference to provide more information to the interested public 

and this must be clearly readable from a moving vehicle. Signs may also include a logo and image and 
key project dates. 

Any additional information must be small enough that it is not visible to traffic and can only be read by 
pedestrians. 

For any questions about signs in the public roadside, contact Waipā District Council’s Transportation 
Safety Officer on 0800 924 723 or at info@waipadc.govt.nz. 

http://www.waipadc.govt.nz/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.waipadc.govt.nz%2Frepository%2Flibraries%2Fid%3A26zgz4o7s1cxbyk7hfo7%2Fhierarchy%2Four-council%2Fbylawsandpolicies%2Fbylaws%2Fdocuments%2FPublic%2520Places%2520Bylaw%25202023&data=05%7C02%7CRuth.Dolan%40waipadc.govt.nz%7C13c122f828a546feb55408ddddfd2c4d%7C612be5fd95854b98ab37699361a6452f%7C0%7C0%7C638910801623811147%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FnOcr%2BksUTxJnkXiGSJ2A7pW2WGWztP8P5dlKrQdtC0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:info@waipadc.govt.nz
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Signs on private properties 
Signage rules for private property depend on what zone the property is in. The following rules from 
the Waipa District Plan apply to builder/developer signs in Residential Zone, Large Lot Residential,  

Rural Zone, Commercial Zone, and Industrial Zone. 

• One sign with maximum area 2sqm is permitted on the site giving details of the project 

• Signs can only be displayed on the property that is being built on or developed - not at other 
locations for better visibility or to direct potential customers to the project site. 

• Signs must not extend above any building, fence or wall they are attached to. 

• Signs must be at least 20m from any intersection and must not block visibility for any drivers or 
pedestrians. 

• Signs must not be internally illuminated, flashing or incorporate fluorescent or moving materials 
(e.g. flags) and must not use colours associated with traffic signals. 

• Signs must be removed when the project is completed. 

• The maximum point above ground (including all supports and framing) depends on the zone: 
 

Zone Maximum point 
above ground 

Residential 2m 
Large-lot residential 2m 
Rural 2m 
Commercial 4m 
Industrial 7.5m 

Exceptions 

Specific rules apply to the following areas and builders and developers should consult the Waipā District 
Plan for more information about erecting signs in these areas: 

- Hautapu Industrial Structure Plan Area 
- Bardowie Industrial Precinct Structure Plan 

Area 
- Significant Mineral Extraction Zones 
- Lake Karapiro Events Zone 
- Mystery Creek Events Zone 
- Airport Business Zone 

- St Peters School Zone 
- Heritage items or sites containing heritage 

items 
- Karapiro and Arapuni Hydro Power Zone 
- Marae Development Zone 
- Deferred Zone 

As with signs on public property, Council encourages builders and developers to keep content brief 
and use clear, large text so drivers can quickly and safely read the key messages without taking their 
eyes off the road for too long (see overleaf). 

For any questions about building or development signs on private property, contact Waipā District 
Council’s Planning team on 0800 924 723 or at info@waipadc.govt.nz. 

https://www.waipadc.govt.nz/our-council/waipa-district-plan/waipa-district-plan
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.waipadc.govt.nz%2Four-council%2Fwaipa-district-plan&data=05%7C02%7CRuth.Dolan%40waipadc.govt.nz%7C13c122f828a546feb55408ddddfd2c4d%7C612be5fd95854b98ab37699361a6452f%7C0%7C0%7C638910801623827171%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=b3v6zgf2HPoah54hkSiauMqqfE0cHIsd1HHlTzi3KCg%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feplan.waipadc.govt.nz%2Feplan%2Frules%2F0%2F33%2F0%2F0%2F0%2F84&data=05%7C02%7CRuth.Dolan%40waipadc.govt.nz%7C13c122f828a546feb55408ddddfd2c4d%7C612be5fd95854b98ab37699361a6452f%7C0%7C0%7C638910801623842748%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=eOvplgP2xICLoI%2BrGqajhQZsMqFBzLM2wKIltKfTTFs%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feplan.waipadc.govt.nz%2Feplan%2Frules%2F0%2F32%2F0%2F0%2F0%2F84&data=05%7C02%7CRuth.Dolan%40waipadc.govt.nz%7C13c122f828a546feb55408ddddfd2c4d%7C612be5fd95854b98ab37699361a6452f%7C0%7C0%7C638910801623857870%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tGM%2FfWWVjt6MndndYc0ZnG0YnK1ec%2FUBuuYRRKRvsX4%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feplan.waipadc.govt.nz%2Feplan%2Frules%2F0%2F31%2F0%2F0%2F0%2F84&data=05%7C02%7CRuth.Dolan%40waipadc.govt.nz%7C13c122f828a546feb55408ddddfd2c4d%7C612be5fd95854b98ab37699361a6452f%7C0%7C0%7C638910801623872045%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PoqTCeeG1KAiVPJ62qoGurhOtC1MWeHhK%2FNCyGh07L4%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feplan.waipadc.govt.nz%2Feplan%2Frules%2F0%2F28%2F0%2F0%2F0%2F84&data=05%7C02%7CRuth.Dolan%40waipadc.govt.nz%7C13c122f828a546feb55408ddddfd2c4d%7C612be5fd95854b98ab37699361a6452f%7C0%7C0%7C638910801623883718%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xO%2B6y03sIOoBVDXv2PsB2%2BpNGpEHTddv2dSQTLKu3Vw%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feplan.waipadc.govt.nz%2Feplan%2Frules%2F0%2F27%2F0%2F0%2F0%2F84&data=05%7C02%7CRuth.Dolan%40waipadc.govt.nz%7C13c122f828a546feb55408ddddfd2c4d%7C612be5fd95854b98ab37699361a6452f%7C0%7C0%7C638910801623894786%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HGfgKtFNbGEa4ShDNrCbO%2B2Tbyy6wkgIYdwxwNs5G9g%3D&reserved=0
mailto:info@waipadc.govt.nz
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