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NPS-IB assessment  

NPS-IB Provision Comment 

Objective  

1 a) to maintain indigenous biodiversity across Aotearoa New Zealand so that 
there is at least no overall loss in indigenous biodiversity after the 
commencement date; and 

The proposal leads to the loss of 0.174ha of seepage wetland. 
A total of 3.69ha of gully basin, floodplain and seepage wetland is proposed. 
 
A total of 0.307 ha of seepage wetland habitat will be enhanced for indigenous 
biodiversity, across a total of six existing wetlands located on the subject site.  
Four of those wetlands are devoid of native vegetation.  Two wetlands are dominated 
by native vegetation.  

(b) to achieve this: 
(i) through recognising the mana of tangata whenua as kaitiaki of indigenous 
biodiversity; and 

The Applicant has engaged with tangata whenua and a CIA has been provided.  
A memorandum of understanding has also been entered into with the two iwi with an 
acknowledged mandate.  
 
The CIA acknowledges the significance of the wetlands and states that ecological  
mitigation and compensation developed by the Applicant will help with the restoration 
and enhancement of the site area. 

(ii) by recognising people and communities, including landowners, as stewards 
of indigenous biodiversity; and 

The Applicant will be the consent holder implementing the proposed mitigation and 
enhancement across the site.   

(iii) by protecting and restoring indigenous biodiversity as necessary to achieve 
the overall maintenance of indigenous biodiversity; and 

While there will be an initial loss of 0.174ha of seepage wetland, there is compensation 
offered via the restoration of 0.307ha of specific seepage wetland proposed.   
14ha of restoration and enhancement is proposed on the subject site, including the 
retirement of grazing land. 

(iv) while providing for the social, economic, and cultural wellbeing of people 
and communities now and in the future 

The loss of seepage wetlands is unavoidable given the nature of the site and the 
location of the available sand resource.    The sand resource provides for significant 
regional benefits.   

Policies  

Policy 1: Indigenous biodiversity is managed in a way that gives effect to the 
decision making principles and takes into account the principles of the Treaty of 
Waitangi. 

The Applicant has engaged with tangata whenua and a CIA has been provided.  
A memorandum of understanding has also been entered into with the two iwi with an 
acknowledged mandate.  
 
It is considered that this is consistent with the principles of partnership and self-
determination.  

Policy 2: Tangata whenua exercise kaitiakitanga for indigenous biodiversity in 
their rohe, including through: 

The Applicant has engaged with tangata whenua and a CIA has been provided.  



(a) managing indigenous biodiversity on their land; and 
(b) identifying and protecting indigenous species, populations and ecosystems 
that are taonga; and 
(c) actively participating in other decision-making about indigenous biodiversity. 

A memorandum of understanding has also been entered into with the two iwi with an 
acknowledged mandate.  
The CIA acknowledges the significance of the wetlands and states that ecological  
mitigation and compensation developed by the Applicant will help with the restoration 
and enhancement of the site area. 

Policy 3: A precautionary approach is adopted when considering adverse effects 
on indigenous biodiversity.  

The loss of wetland habitat is relatively small in area and is offset by restoration 
elsewhere on the subject site.   

Policy 4: Indigenous biodiversity is managed to promote resilience to the effects 
of climate change. 

Any increase in flood levels of the Karapiro Stream as a result of climate change, is likely 
to be addressed by species selection in floodprone areas subject to restoration.  

Policy 5: Indigenous biodiversity is managed in an integrated way, within and 
across administrative boundaries. 

N/A 
 

Policy 6: Significant indigenous vegetation and significant habitats of indigenous 
fauna are identified as SNAs using a consistent approach. 

N/A 
 

Policy 7: SNAs are protected by avoiding or managing adverse effects from new 
subdivision, use and development. 

N/A 

Policy 8: The importance of maintaining indigenous biodiversity outside SNAs is 
recognised and provided for. 

The offset mitigation and enhancement maintains and enhances indigenous 
biodiversity at the site.  

Policy 9: Certain established activities are provided for within and outside SNAs. N/A 

Policy 10: Activities that contribute to New Zealand’s social, economic, cultural, 
and environmental wellbeing are recognised and provided for as set out in this 
National Policy Statement. 

N/A (the proposal is not for specified infrastructure)  

Policy 11: Geothermal SNAs are protected at a level that reflects their 
vulnerability, or in accordance with any pre-existing underlying geothermal 
system classification. 

N/A 

Policy 12: Indigenous biodiversity is managed within plantation forestry while 
providing for plantation forestry activities. 

N/A 

Policy 13: Restoration of indigenous biodiversity is promoted and provided for. The offset mitigation and enhancement maintains and enhances indigenous 
biodiversity at the site.  
 

Policy 14: Increased indigenous vegetation cover is promoted in both urban and 
nonurban environments. 

Policy 15: Areas outside SNAs that support specified highly mobile fauna are 
identified and managed to maintain their populations across their natural 
range, and information and awareness of highly mobile fauna is improved. 
 

Highly mobile fauna are being addressed by Waipa District Council’s reporting. 

Policy 16: Regional biodiversity strategies are developed and implemented to 
maintain and restore indigenous biodiversity at a landscape scale. 

N/A 

Policy 17: There is improved information and regular monitoring of indigenous 
biodiversity. 

Monitoring will be undertaken as part of the wider environmental management 
proposal. 

 


