
IN THE MATTER   of the Resource Management Act 

1991 (RMA) 

AND  

IN THE MATTER  of a resource consent application 

by RS Sand Limited to the Waipā 

District Council (LU/0077/23) and 

Waikato Regional Council 

(#26312170) 

 

 

DIRECTION No.2 FROM THE HEARING PANEL 

 

1. Pursuant to s.34A of the RMA, the Waipā District Council (WDC) and the Waikato 

Regional Council (WRC) have appointed hearing commissioners Richard Blakey 

(Chairperson), Ngaire Phillips and Tim Manukau (Panel). The Panel’s function is to 

hear the application and submissions and make a decision on a resource consent 

application by RS Sand Limited (the Applicant) for resource consent to establish and 

operate a sand quarry at 77 Newcombe Road, Cambridge.  It is also to deal with any 

procedural matters. 

2. This Direction follows that which was issued on 7 April 2025 and, at the request of the 

Applicant, sets out a revised timetable for the next stage of the hearing. 

3. In particular, the Panel has received a Memorandum of Counsel from the Applicant 

(dated 15 April 2025, Memorandum) advising that its experts will not be in a position 

to complete the required plans by 22 April. It also proposes, in order to better assist 

the Panel, to prepare visual montages of the changes to the proposal (whereby part of 

the gully wall would be retained through Stages 1 – 4, and not removed until Stage 5). 

It is also proposed to undertake expert caucusing between the landscape witnesses 

prior to the reconvened hearing. As a result, a revised timetable for those matters set 

out in paragraph 4 of Direction 1 is proposed. 

4. The Memorandum advises that its suggested timeframes have been discussed with 

counsel for the Councils and the Powell’s, who are supportive of the revised timetable 

(as set out in paragraph 5 of the Memorandum). The Panel is also advised that, in 

respect of its own availability and that of the venue, that the WDC Chambers will be 

available on 13 June 2025.  

5. The Panel agrees to the requested changes and therefore confirms its amended 

directions for the next stages of the hearing as follows: 

(a) The Applicant is to provide, by 13 May 2025: 
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(i) Updated staging and sequencing plans to reflect the changes referred to 

on the first day of the hearing, including 2D and 3D modelling of the Gully 

Wall Bund and Gully E (and supplementary evidence from Mr Mansergh in 

respect of landscape effects in respect of this change); 

(ii) Updated Vegetation Restoration Plans; 

(iii) Updated Erosion and Sediment Control Plans (including staging, duration 

and areas); 

(iv) Land remediation plans/proposals; 

(v) Management Plan conditions, including a draft Groundwater Management 

Plan;  

(vi) Advice as to the outcome of further consultation with submitters at 41 

Newcombe Road; and 

(vii) Further commentary on the need or otherwise for a further consent in 

respect of air discharge. 

 

(b) Expert conferencing between landscape experts for the Powell interests, the 

WDC and the Applicant is to occur at a time to be agreed between the experts, 

but with a Joint Witness Statement (JWS) to be filed by 23 May 2025. 

 

(c) The Councils are to provide a revised set of proposed conditions in response to 

the evidence received at the hearing and the amended information identified in 

(a) above (and any related matters arising from the JWS) by 27 May 2025. 

 
(d) The hearing is to be reconvened at Council Chambers, 101 Bank Street, Te 

Awamutu, at 9.30am on Friday 13 June 2025. The indicative order of 

proceedings is as follows: 

 
(i) Counsel for the Applicant will provide an overview of the additional 

information and updated conditions; 

(ii) Any submitters who wish to attend will have an opportunity to respond to 

the additional information and updated conditions (including the material 

referred to at paragraph 5(a) above); and 

(iii) Officers and advisers to the Councils will provide responses to the 

evidence heard and the updated information and conditions (the Panel 

requests that this include written memoranda). 

 

6. In summary, the Panel directs: 

 

(a) That the Applicant file the information required by paragraph 5(a) above by 12pm 

on 13 May 2025, to enable this to be circulated and placed on the respective 

Councils’ websites by 5pm that day. 

 

(b) That the experts file the JWS by 12pm on 23 May 2025 to enable this to be 

circulated and placed on the WDC’s website by 5pm that day. 
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(c) That the Councils file the updated proposed conditions required by paragraph 

5(c) above by midday on 27 May 2025, to enable this to be circulated and placed 

on the respective Councils’ websites by 5pm that day. 

 
7. The Panel advises that the hearing remains adjourned in the meantime. 

8. Any enquiries in respect of this Direction, or any other matters relating to the hearing, 

should be directed to Tracee Berry, the Council’s Senior Planning Technical Officer, by 

email at tracee.berry@waipadc.govt.nz. 

 

 

 

Richard Blakey  

Chairperson   

 

16 April 2025 
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