IN THE MATTER of the Resource Management Act
1991 (RMA)

AND

IN THE MATTER of a resource consent application
by RS Sand Limited to the Waipa
District Council (LU/0077/23) and
the Waikato Regional Council
(#26312170)

MINUTE No.4 FROM THE HEARING PANEL

Pursuant to s.34A of the RMA, the Waipa District Council (WDC) and the Waikato
Regional Council (WRC) have appointed hearing commissioners Richard Blakey
(Chairperson), Ngaire Phillips and Tim Manukau (Panel). The Panel’s function is to
hear the application and submissions and make a decision on a resource consent
application by RS Sand Limited (the Applicant) for resource consent to establish and
operate a sand quarry at 77 Newcombe Road, Cambridge. It is also to deal with any
procedural matters.

The purpose of this Minute is to acknowledge receipt of the further materials received
in response to the Panel’s Direction 2, and to provide an outline of some of the key
matters (in response to the matters raised in the hearing to date and the further
materials since received) that the Panel wishes to traverse with the parties at the
reconvened hearing on 13 June 2025. This is in order to ensure the most efficient use
of the time available.

The Panel acknowledges receipt of:

(a) the further information and supplementary evidence received from the Applicant
on 13 May 2025;

(b) the Joint Witness Statement (JWS) from the landscape experts received on 26
May 2025; and

(c) the updated proposed conditions and associated memoranda from the Councils
received on 27 May 2025.

As part of Direction 2 (at paragraph 5(d)), the Panel provided an indicative outline of
proceedings for the reconvened hearing, as follows:

(i) Counsel for the Applicant will provide an overview of the additional
information (13 May) and updated conditions (27 May);

(i)  Any submitters respond to the additional information and updated
conditions (including the material referred to at paragraph 5(a) above); and



(i) Officers and advisers to the Councils will provide responses to the
evidence heard and the updated information and conditions (the Panel
requests that this include written memoranda).

On further reflection, and having regard to the information that has since been
received, the Panel considers that a revised (but still indicative) order of proceedings
is required to assist the parties in preparation for the reconvened hearing. We have
incorporated in this revision an outline of key matters that we propose to traverse with
counsel and the relevant witnesses:

(a) Applicant: To provide an overview of the information provided on 13 May 2025,
with reference to the Council’s updated conditions (27 May) as required. Counsel
and the relevant witnesses may speak to those materials (and the Panel does
not direct the provision of further supplementary evidence at this time). Matters
of particular interest to the Panel include:

(i) Landscape visualisations and assumptions with respect to the Ecological
Management Plan (EMP) as to mitigation planting details and the effect of
Transpower-related limitations.

(i)  Planting details within the EMP.

(i) Updated Erosion and Sediment Control Plans.

(iv) The Groundwater Management Plan.

(v) Information relating to site reinstatement, including topsoil availability.

(vi) Clarification as to transport and distribution assumptions (relative to the
revised proportion of quarry sand for concrete production).

(vii) The need or otherwise to strike the SGS Galston letter from the evidence
record.

(b) Councils: To provide an overview of the revisions to the updated conditions (and
supporting memoranda). Matters of particular interest to the Panel include:

(i)  Alignment between WDC and WRC conditions relating to the EMP, Quarry
Management Plan, and site rehabilitation in particular.

(i) Timing of implementation of the EMP relative to quarry stages.

(i)  Intended content of a ‘Covenant Plan’.

(iv) Need or otherwise for an air quality discharge consent.

(c) Submitters: to respond to the additional information and updated conditions.

The Panel will also address matters raised in the JWS with the relevant experts as part
of the above proceedings.

We will then hear from the Council as to their response to the evidence (including prior
to the adjournment).
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The Applicant may then provide an oral reply, with a date to then be set for receipt of
its written reply and any further updates to the proposed conditions (anticipated to be
on or about 20 June 2025).

For the information of the parties, and the submitters in particular, the above lists of
issues at paragraph 5 are in summary form only, and should not be interpreted to mean
that these represent the matters of contention on which we need to make findings on.
They relate to matters on which we need to have a better understanding, and are being
raised now so as to assist the parties in their preparation for the reconvened hearing.

The Panel also notes that as Commissioner Phillips will be attending the reconvened
hearing remotely, any additional materials proposed to be presented are requested to
also be provided in electronic format.

A schedule will be provided prior to the reconvened hearing.

Any enquiries in respect of this Minute, or any other matters relating to the proposed
conduct and order of proceedings for the reconvened hearing, should be directed to
Tracee Berry, the Council’'s Senior Planning Technical Officer, by email at
tracee.berry@waipadc.govt.nz.

Richard Blakey

Chairperson

30 May 2025
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