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MAY IT PLEASE THE COMMISSIONERS: 

 

1. This memorandum responds to the memorandum filed by Counsel for the 

Applicant, dated 4 April 2025. 

 

2. Our position is that the Panel was correct to make the directions and 

approve the timetable as circulated on 3 June 2025, and that there is no 

reason to change the direction or timetable as requested by the 

Applicant.  

 

3. It is unorthodox to challenge the time requested by a submitter to speak. 

An attempt to curtail the ability of a submitter to respond to new 

information is out of line with the principles of natural justice.1 

 

4. As the Panel is aware, the Applicant altered their proposal and introduced 

new evidence at the start of the hearing ,2 then during the hearing.3  

 

5. The Councils then requested adjournment of the hearing before making 

their recommendation on the application - presumably as they did not 

feel comfortable making their recommendation on the day in the face of 

a large volume of last minute information provided by the Applicant, 

which they had not had time to consider.  

 

6. The Panel then directed the Applicant to provide a substantive list of 

additional information, to clarify their proposals.4 This was provided by 

the Applicant during the adjournment. The additional information 

provided totalled 258 pages across 8 technical documents. 

 

 
1 Being that individuals or parties affected by a decision should have the opportunity to present their case 
and be heard. 
2 To remove the top third of the Gully Wall and retain the remaining wall until Stage 5 of the proposed 
quarry operation. 
3 Two sets of previously unprovided testing results. 
4 As detailed in Direction 2. 
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7. The Panel has correctly directed that submitters should have an 

opportunity to respond to this new material provided during and after 

the hearing. To confirm, Mr Powell intends to respond to the new 

material. Considering the breadth and timing of the material provided, 

the time requested by Mr Powell to respond at the reconvened hearing 

is entirely reasonable.  

 

8. Mr Powell also wishes to draw to the Panel’s attention that the 

reconvened hearing date coincides with Fieldays, and associated traffic 

may make a start time earlier than 930am difficult for those travelling.  

 

 

DATED this 4th day of June 2025 

 

______________________________ 
Jemma Hollis 
Counsel for Rhys Powell 
 


