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BEFORE THE INDEPENDENT HEARING PANEL 

UNDER   the Resource Management Act 1991  

AND 

IN THE MATTER OF a resource consent application by RS Sands Limited to the Waipa 

District Council and the Waikato Regional Council to establish and 

operate a sand quarry at 77 Newcombe Road, Cambridge. 

 
 
 
 

STATEMENT OF EVIDENCE OF ANTOINETTE VINA-JEAN QUITERIO POWELL  
  
 
 
Introduction 

 

1. My full name is Antoinette Vina-Jean Quiterio Powell.  

 

2. I am a direct neighbour to the proposed quarry site.  I live at 42 French Pass 

Road with my husband Rhys, our two young boys, Owen (8) and Ryder (4).  My 

parents, Colin and Candida Bailey also live on the property in the cottage. We 

have lived there since 2016.  

Our home, the cottage my parents live in, my boys playing area – keen 

footballers and bike riders, the barn with the stables and arena, as well as our 

horse and cow grazing is on the northern side of the proposed sand quarry at 

77 Newcombe Road: 

 

I have a number of concerns relating to the proposed sand quarry, particularly 

in relation to the landscape – visuals, amenities, the health and wellbeing 

effect on my family and my horses, as well as the equestrian community. As a 

member Cambridge I also can relate first hand how the concerns affect the 

community. 
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The property and the sand quarry 

3. Our property has exceptionally high amenity values. It is not just a home — it 

is a place of recreation, being able to give my young boys nature connection to 

nature, teaching them about the outdoors, as well as providing the equestrian 

community a high-class training facility. From the top of the hill to the Karapiro 

Stream, every part of this property is actively used and valued. The proposed 

quarry, with its open-pit design and removal of the natural riverbank, even if 

only 10m at Stage 1 as revised but finally all of it in stage 5, would directly 

undermine all of these qualities and our views/landscape. Our amenity values 

are not general — they are specific, intensive, and highly sensitive to the 

proposed activity. 

 

4. Rhys and I have built our lives here, and the proposed quarry at 77 Newcombe 

Road threatens everything we love about our home.  We fell in love with this 

property back in 2015, it’s truly special and it’s beautiful with the stream, the 

river banks, it’s one of a kind to us and after what I heard yesterday from some 

of the expert witnesses I am truly frightened that not only is the lifestyle we 

have worked so hard on developing at risk but also the health risks to my two 

gorgeous little boys due to the lack of correct testing on the soils as well as the 

lack of proposed monitoring. 

 

5. We have lived here for nearly 9 years and from that experience alone I can tell 

you the wind comes straight at us from the proposed quarry site, the quarry 

site will not be manned 24/7, the wind will not stop when the staff clock off. 

So I am concerned about the dust on our property, even with part of river bank 

present.  The dust will coat the water in the troughs, will end up in our water 

tank as we are on rain water (which is collected from the roofs of the barn, 

arena and our home where the dust will settle), the dust will end up in our 

arena and barn as well.  But more importantly I am concerned that it was 

proposed by the Applicant expert that there is no need for dust/air monitoring.  

Not only is the dust a nuisance but the health implications on all of us, 
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especially to my little boys is truly frightening.  Our plan has always been that 

this is their home for us to leave to them and for them to be exposed to dust 

for this long scares me, especially when you look at some of the evidence 

coming out of Australia on sand quarries and silicosis, for example the office 

worker at a quarry who developed silicosis.  Videos | NZ Sustainability Society 

Inc. It is being said that silica is the new asbestos, I’m no expert but I do hope 

New Zealand keeps up to date with the testing and developments in this area. 

If the proposed quarry was to be given consent I would expect at least dust 

monitors and CCTV to be placed at relevant locations to our home/property 

for the life of the quarry. 

 

6. In case you hadn’t noticed my boys, Owen and Ryder, are my absolute world. 

Their health — both physical and mental — is my top priority. I want them to 

feel free to explore, play, ride their bikes, search for fish and eels in the stream, 

and kick a football around without being told they can’t — because of quarry 

dust, or workers looking directly into our property. The thought of them 

growing up next to a quarry like this, exposed every day to its risks for the 

entire life of the operation, genuinely frightens me. 

 

7. Every time I leave my front door I will be looking straight into this quarry, even 

with the bank staying up (less 10m) we would still be looking into the workings 

of a quarry, the ‘pit’.   So every time I go outside to watch my boys play football 

on our front lawn, or ride their bikes, or go out to do a feed run the quarry will 

be there, my young boys will be exposed to this quarry every time they are 

outside, even when I hang up my washing I’ll have a view of the quarry, and 

also when I open my curtains from our bedroom I’ll be able to see the quarry 

site. 

 

8. As the majority of our property faces the proposed excavation site about 80% 

of the places I go on my property, whether it be to feed my horses and cows, 

ride in my arena, play football with the kids or anything with my kids outside 

around the house we’d look right down on a working quarry site and quite 
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frankly that is an eye sore and takes away the amenity value of our beautiful 

property.  And I believe this would still be the case even with the new proposal 

to keep part of the riverbank, to me this does not make a difference because 

at the end of day or when Stage 5 commences we have the same effect as 

Stage 1.   

 If this quarry was to go ahead as it is designed these moments and my lifestyle 

will no longer what it is — it will be overshadowed by the visual impact it’ll 

have, the dust, the industrial activity of the quarry, and most importantly the 

health of my kids is at risk.  Down at the bottom of our property, along the 

beautiful Karapiro stream, where we spend countless hours as a family, where 

we ride our horses, where our cows graze, where my children explore nature—

the quarry will be right there, inescapable. 

This is not just about aesthetics — it is about the total amenity and liveability 

of our home and the use of our land, which includes visual outlook, privacy, 

natural quiet, access to clean air and water, and the peaceful enjoyment of our 

land. 

Another concern is that if we don’t request this application be denied our 

property’s value will be impacted as will the legacy we leave for our children. 

 

9. As I’m sure you have gathered, we are horse riders, we are also sport horse 

breeders, so we have some high valued international class horses. We have 

one of the best indoor arenas in New Zealand—top coaches have trained elite 

riders at our facility, including those who represent New Zealand. The noise 

and dust from the quarry will not only disrupt this, but it will also put our horses 

at risk, as well as some of New Zealand’s top horses.  Our horses graze right 

next to the proposed site in a peaceful, natural environment. That peace will 

be shattered. Horses are flight animals—sudden loud noises, loud machinery 

will create a dangerous environment, increasing the risk of stress-related 

injuries and paddock accidents. Why should we have to change our lifestyle, 

not be able to provide these facilities to the top equestrian community or 

compromise our horses' well-being because of this quarry?  I am also deeply 

concerned for my own and those that ride on our property’s safety. There are 
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many riders that regularly ride on our property, in the arena, using the area 

down the bottom for fitness work, right next to the proposed pit area. If this 

quarry goes ahead, the risks of riding in my own back yard will be significantly 

heightened. I should not have to reconsider my safety or change how we use 

our land due to an industrial operation in rural landscape. 

 

10. This is the property we bought to live our life — not as a short-term 

investment, but as a long-term dream to leave to our boys. We chose 

Cambridge for its beauty, its horses, streams, hills, and the peace and quiet it 

offered. The proposed quarry, with 25 years of operation and a 35-year 

consent or whatever it is as I am confused, brings with it long-term uncertainty 

— about our landscape, the visual impact on our home, and most importantly, 

the health effects on our family. 

While what the Applicant has proposed with the bank is noted I feel there has 

been nothing else to mitigate our concerns as direct neighbours. I want this 

application denied. However, if it is to be consented, at the very least, retaining 

the riverbank in full — leaving it forever and permanently untouched — 

planting of trees on the top of the riverbank to provide a shelter belt, could 

help reduce the effects on our health, lifestyle, and this beautiful property we 

call home – as well as dust monitoring systems (multiple if needed) and CCTV 

in correct locations. 

 

In urban areas, amenity is often defined by proximity to cafes and clean parks. 

In our rural setting, amenity means something deeper: clean air, wide views, 

quietude, the ability for children to safely roam outdoors, and the freedom to 

live in harmony with animals and nature. That is what we have created. And 

that is what this quarry would destroy. 

 

Traffic 

 

11. I’m not sure how many of you have driven through Cambridge lately. I invite 

you all to have lunch in Cambridge on a Friday or head into town on an 
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afternoon between 3 and 5pm – it is so congested and exactly on the routes 

that Mr Hall outlined for trucks heading north of the old State Highway 1 – 

Carters Flat, Queen Street, onto Victoria Rd – and also coming into Cambridge 

from the North along Victoria Rd and going to 77 Newcombe Road, it is already 

mayhem, I am confused on how there will be no adverse effect on the traffic, 

I feel like it’s going to go from bad to so much worse. 

 

Bats 

 

12. Just something I noted and I’m no expert - Mr Kessells stated the Karapiro Gully 

provides a “navigational aid” for the bats to head ‘home’ to roost, I can only 

imagine that even taking the top 10m off the top of the bank in stage 1 will 

have an effect and some bats will get ‘lost’ but when the bank goes completely 

in stage 5 then there will be lots of lost bats, not sure how this protects these 

species at risk. 

` 

Concluding Comments 

 

13. The proposed quarry at 77 Newcombe Road will have a devastating and 

irreversible impact on my family’s home, lifestyle, and well-being. The dust, 

and visual intrusion will degrade our quality of life, compromise our children’s 

health, as well as mine, Rhys’s and my parents, and make our property unsafe 

for our horses and ourselves, it will create a loss to the equestrian community. 

The applicant has failed to meaningfully address these impacts, and the long-

term consequences for our land, environment, and wellbeing are too severe 

to ignore. 

Our amenity is not hypothetical or minor. It is demonstrably high and will be 

permanently and significantly degraded by this quarry if it proceeds as 

proposed. 

This is not just about aesthetics — it is about the total amenity and liveability 

of our home and land, which includes visual outlook, privacy, natural quiet, 

access to clean air and water, and the peaceful enjoyment of our land. 
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For these reasons, I strongly urge the council to deny this application. Allowing 

this quarry to proceed would be a grave mistake, one that will irreversibly harm 

our property, our health, and the character of this community. 

 

 

Antoinette Powell 
2nd April 2025 


