
Good morning, thank you for allowing us �me to submit on this applica�on and 
speak to it this morning. My name is Jo Davies-Colley, I am the chair of the 
Cambridge community board and this is Elise Badger the deputy chair. Our role 
as a community board is to advocate on behalf of our community and 
represent in the best way we can, the thoughts and concerns of the Cambridge 
Community. You will see that we selected neutral on our submission. This is 
because as representa�ves of the Cambridge community we understand and 
acknowledge the need for the procurement of both concrete sand and fill-sand 
for development in our district. Cambridge is a small town but it is growing and 
local sand quarries are part of the growth that supports our development and 
construc�on industry. However, the proposed quarry on Newcombe Road is a 
large one and the number of truck movements proposed in the applica�on is 
substan�al, (up to 200 per day) and it lies adjacent to our small town. The 
concerns we want to highlight to you today are around the effect of increased 
truck movements though our CBD and Leamington village.  

When we have spoken to residents in our community about this applica�on, 
what we have heard is their concerns around dust coming off trucks, noise 
pollu�on, increased traffic and poten�al safety concerns. If you have driven 
though Cambridge recently, you will have experienced our increasing traffic 
woes. At par�cular �mes of the day, our small town becomes incredibly 
congested. We have concerns that a quarry so close to town that introduces 
increased traffic will only exacerbate this problem. We are also a town filled 
with young families and I want to highlight to you that the majority of 
Cambridge schools lie within very close proximity to the CBD. Many parents 
encourage their kids to walk and bike to school, many crossing and travelling 
close to the roads and the poten�al increased heavy traffic from the quarry. We 
note in par�cular St Peters Catholic school, a primary school that sits directly 
on the main truck route through the CBD. Children rou�nely travel along that 
main road with only a traffic refuge as their crossing point. We want our CBD to 
be as safe as possible and the community is concerned an increase in heavy 
traffic will create further hazards for all pedestrians and cyclists. The enjoyment 
of living in a small town is quickly diminished when you are stuck in traffic. 

 

  



Today we wanted to paint a litle bit of a picture of our town for you; so we 
might all understand what our community feels is at risk should Between 8 and 
20 trucks per hour (every 3 minutes) rumble through the streets. 
 
Cambridge is a unique town, renowned for its tree-lined avenues, strong 
community, quiet residen�al neighbourhoods, Cambridge is beau�ful township 
with the lovely hustle bustle of a thriving community, but also the easy 
accessibility of a village, it’s walkability is one of the joys as children get to 
school or kindergarten on bikes and scooters, right up to the wisest in our 
communi�es heading to the farmers market on their mobility scooters on a 
Saturday morning. As the ‘Town of Trees and Champions,’ we cherish our green 
spaces, connectedness, walkability, cycleways, and heritage landmarks - all 
which make Cambridge the desirable place to live it has been and con�nues to 
be. 

Our CBD, on both sides of the bridge, supports residents of all ages, with 
kindergartens, schools, and aged-care facili�es all within close proximity of 
retail, commercial and service. Our town is designed for people, not just 
vehicles, and growth is already straining our roading infrastructure. Increasing 
traffic conges�on and road safety concerns, especially for schoolchildren and 
pedestrians, require urgent aten�on. 

Would an increase in truck numbers through Cambridge align with our goal of a 
liveable, safe, and connected town? 

This is a crucial moment to ensure that short-term development aligns with 
Ahu Ake, the spa�al plan guiding our district’s future. Cambridge’s strength lies 
in its community-focused design, and every decision must support a liveable 
town for all ages. If we allow industrial expansion without safeguards, we risk 
compromising the very essence of what makes Cambridge a desirable place to 
live. 

Last point: 

The noise and increased truck movements associated with a sand quarry would 
fundamentally undermine the character of Cambridge. Our CBD is expanding 
into Carters Flat, with plans for increased commercial and residen�al 
development. More heavy vehicle traffic will nega�vely impact this growth, 
crea�ng safety hazards and reducing the area's appeal for businesses and 
residents alike. 



Traffic pressures in Cambridge are already severe. Exi�ng Gillies Street onto 
Albert Street is near impossible during peak �mes, and residents in Leamington 
already bear the burden of heavy vehicle traffic along Shakespeare Street, a key 
arterial route. Adding more truck movements will only intensify these 
problems, making it harder for people to move safely and efficiently through 
our town and undermining that which makes Cambridge a great place to live, 
work and play. 

I urge the panel to ensure that any development supports our community’s 
well-being and future. Cambridge is more than a loca�on, it’s a home. Let’s 
protect what makes it special. 

 

 


