Verbal Submission to the submissions on the application by RS Sands Ltd to construct and
operate a sand Quarry at 77 Newcombe Road, Cambridge.

Kirsty Johnson - Chair Cambridge Town Hall Community Trust
Good morning.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak today. We’re here to discuss some considerations
regarding the Cambridge Town Hall and its future use. As you know, the Town Hall is more than
just a venue for evening events. It’s an important space that hosts activities throughout the
entire day, and we’re working to increase its offerings, for the community and especially for
business and corporate hirers during the week.

With I-Site moving out of the building, the space they occupied is now available for new uses,
which opens up new opportunities. However, this also introduces some concerns that we feel
are important to raise, particularly regarding the impact of increased truck traffic around the
Town Hall.

The building is not soundproof. For many of the events we host, especially those that require
quiet or intimate settings, such as conferences, weddings, or performances, this noise can be
disruptive. The concern is that if truck traffic continues to increase, it could make the Town Hall
a less appealing venue for future events.

We’re not opposed to the quarry itself, but our concerns are related to the uncertainty around
the number of trucks and their travel patterns, particularly during event times. These
disruptions, including noise, vibration, and even air pollution, can all affect the overall
experience for those attending events at the Town Hall.

As you know, the Town Hall was built in 1909, and while it holds great historical significance, it
wasn’t designed with modern soundproofing or vibration control. Even small amounts of
external noise can have a significant impact on the quality of events hosted in the building.

| have asked our General Manager to speak further on our venue and what makes a viable
venue.

Simon Brew - General Manager Cambridge Town Hall.

My name is Simon Brew, and | am the General Manager of the Cambridge Town Hall. | work on
behalf of the Trust to manage, revitalise, and ensure the Hall serves the well-being of our
community an enhances the economic benefits that venues such as the hall can.

My background includes a Bachelor of Music with Honours from Massey University and a
Master’s from the Messiaen Academy in the Netherlands. | previously served as the Director of
Music for the Royal New Zealand Air Force Band, creative director for the NZDF for national and
international engagements, as well as touring nationally and internationally both the RNZAF
band and tri service groups.

Additionally, | have worked extensively in arts administration, strategy and planning, including
as Senior Manager of Education and Outreach for the New Zealand Symphony Orchestra, where



| facilitated workshops, community events, performances and strategic partnerships
nationwide.

Through this experience, | have directly engaged with venue selection processes for touring
ensembles, workshops, and community events across most of New Zealand’s venues. | can say
with certainty that factors such as noise, parking, and environmental conditions play a
significant role in determining whether an organisation chooses to book a venue. When a venue
has too many "red flags," it can be easily bypassed in favour of a more suitable location.

My role at Cambridge Town Hall is not just about bookings—it is about ensuring the Hall remains
aviable and attractive space for regional, national, and even international events. These events
benefit the community, wider than just Cambridge and also add to the economic ecosystem.

The potentialincrease in truck traffic near the Hall presents a significant risk to that viability. The
Hall, built in 1909 and heritage-listed, was already situated on what was once State Highway 1,
meaning it has endured considerable traffic-related challenges. However, as we work to
reposition the Hall as a premier arts and events venue, additional disruptions could undo the
progress we have made.

Key Concerns:

1. Noise Pollution: Many of our events—concerts, business conferences, weddings, and
community gatherings—require a controlled acoustic environment. Increased truck
noise, particularly from heavy quarry vehicles, poses a significant disruption to these
events.

2. Vibration Effects: As a heritage-listed structure, vibrations are of concern.

3. Traffic Congestion & Safety: More trucks passing through the town centre could lead to
congestion, particularly during major events. Accessibility is crucial for attendees,
especially the elderly, families with children, and people with mobility needs.

4. Economic Impact: The Hall contributes to local economic activity. Events held here
bring people into Cambridge, benefiting local businesses, hospitality, and tourism. If the
Hall becomes a less desirable venue due to traffic disruptions, it risks losing bookings,
which would have a direct impact on both the Hall’s financial sustainability and the
wider local economy.

RMA Considerations & Request for Mitigation Measures

As | understand the Resource Management Act (RMA) Section 5, decision-makers must
consider how land use affects the social, cultural, and economic well-being of the community.
Additionally, regard be given to maintaining and enhancing amenity values and the quality of the
environment. Increased heavy truck traffic directly threatens both.

While current reports suggest only a small percentage of quarry trucks may pass the Hall
initially, the quarry cannot control third-party trucking companies or predict long-term demand.
If this consent is granted without conditions limiting trucks bypassing the hall, it is entirely
possible that, in five, ten, or twenty years, we could see significant increases in heavy vehicle
traffic through Cambridge, jeopardising the Hall’s role as a premier venue — adding a significant
red flag for hirers and community usage.



For this reason, | respectfully ask that the decision makers place conditions on the quarry’s
consent to mitigate these risks:

¢ Find mitigations and conditions for trucks travelling to the quarry, avoiding the Town
Hall, and require all quarry truck traffic to exit left via State Highway 1 south, rather than
passing through the centre of Cambridge.

o Establish a monitoring framework to track truck movements and assess their long-term
impact on heritage buildings and the town centre.

The Cambridge Town Hall is not just another community hall—it is a key cultural institution on
the rise, as recognised by its recent nomination for the EVANZ Small Venue of the Year. We
have worked hard to reduce "red flags" that might deter event organisers, raising the usage from
what was two years ago, fewer than 100 days a year, to last year having booking on over 270
days a year. This is also growing, with bookings being secured as far out as 2028 already. We are
committed to making this Hall a centre for arts and business, attracting visitors from across
Waikato, Coromandel, and even Wellington and Christchurch.

We are not here to oppose the quarry outright. However, without proper mitigation and
conditions, increased truck traffic presents a serious risk to the Hall’s future. This is identified in
the Councils report, S42A, point 340, which identifies — ‘The evidence exchange and hearings
process will provide further opportunity for the traffic issues to be addressed including any
mitigation measures that may be appropriate.

Therefore, | ask this panel to strongly consider placing conditions on the quarry’s consent to
mitigate direction of truck movements away from the Town Hall and CDB, as | consider this a
serious issues for the hall.



