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We believe our vision for the land aligns very strongly with the overall Vision of the 
Waipa District Council Structure Plan, in that we are creating a shared development 
that is consistent with the character of Cambridge while providing increased housing 
choice and well designed community spaces. 
 
We are very excited to be partnering with the cohousing group and believe that the 
master plan for the property will be a model of sustainable development that could 
showcase Waipa. We hope you will support us in this venture. 
 
Desmond & Jeanette Brough, land owners 
Brad White & Rosie Cahalane, representatives, Cambridge Cohousing Community  
 
Please also refer to the attached:  
Supporting letter from Desmond & Jeanette Brough, land owners 
CCHC prospectus 
1835A indicative site plan 
 

 We believe our vision for the land aligns very strongly with the overall Vision of the
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RE: Proposed development of 1835a Cambridge Rd 
 
Dear Gary 
 
We have been working with the council on infrastructure planned adjacent to the 
property. Recently it has come to light that there is an alternative proposal to move 
that infrastructure entirely onto our land.  
 
This proposed change would adversely impact our immediate development plans for 
the property, which are based in good faith on the existing approved Structure Plan. 
 
Our development plan for the site includes residential housing, a Community Hub, 
and gardens. We would seek solutions for responsible and efficient use of resources, 
water and waste management, preserve and enhance the beauty of the land and 
provide quality public space for use by the community. 
 
Residential housing will initially include a cohousing community of 25-30 dwellings on 
around 1ha of the land. This aligns well with our own objective of supporting 
community-led and community-focussed developments. In the future, we will also 
look to develop some of the remaining land, potentially in partnership with a 
registered community housing provider. 
 
The Community Hub will be an inclusive community meeting space, where people 
can come to make, create, upcycle, share skills and hatch-ideas. This would include 
public gardens and green space. Gribblehurst Community Hub is an example of 
where we are heading. 
 
We will partner with the Cambridge Cohousing Community (CCHC) to create a 
vibrant residential village, with attractive quality eco housing, central gardens and 
play areas, opportunities for multi-generational connections and a diverse intentional 
community. Construction is anticipated to begin within 18 months. See the attached 
prospectus and indicative site plan for more information. 
 
Representatives of CCHC were invited to meet with Liz Stolwyck, Clare St Pierre and 
Poto Davies. The project was received favourably and has their support. CCHC have 
established project partners with extensive experience in building affordable housing, 
community-led development and permaculture. We are keen to make this a shared 
vision. 
 
Our plans for the site have been based on the current Waipa District Council 
Structure Plan and the position of the main collector road and infrastructure in that 
plan. Notwithstanding the effect that moving the infrastructure would have on the 
land (requiring more than half of it), this would also put a significant obstacle in the 
path of our joint development plans.  
 
Our preferred option for the location of that infrastructure is as per the signed-off 
structure plan. If the decision was made to move the infrastructure on to the property 
we would look to challenge this, through the appropriate channels. 
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This community-led project will transform 
 vacant land into a vibrant residential village, 
with attractive eco  housing, central gardens and 
play areas, opportunities for multi-generational 
connections and a diverse intentional community 
that actively nurtures the local environment.

Cohousing project prospectus
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Who are we?

What is cohousing?

Key project 
concepts 
LAND AREA: 1-1.5 ha 

HOUSEHOLDS: 15-30 

HOMES: 1-4 bedroom, 
50-120m2 

FACILITIES: Multi-purpose 
common spaces, storage, 
 workshop 

LOCATION: Access to 
 transport and amenities 

LANDSCAPE: Vibrant green 
 recreational and food 
 growing areas,  vehicles 
 limited to  the periphery

A similar size development: Sun And Wind in Denmark. From Creating Cohousing by g
Kathryn McCamant and Charles Durrett, image by McCamant & Durrett Architects.

1: Multi-purpose common space
2: Storage & workshop

3: Vegetable garden
4: Playing field

5: Playground
6: Parking
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What
will our

community
be like?

Diverse 
and caring

Mixed tenure, 
affordable, quality housing

Financial and social 
advantages for singles, 

couples, families, retirees

Multigenerational, 
socially connected, kind, 

helpful & welcoming

Sustainable 
Eco design and build, 

renewable, energy-efficient,  
non-toxic, low-emission 

Growing our own food, supporting  
the local food economy 

Reducing, reusing,  
repurposing and recycling,  

sharing resources  
to reduce impact

Healthy
Social interaction, 

accessibility and mobility 

Designed for and
respectful of privacy

Safe for all members 
of the community

Inclusive, consensus 
decision-making

Connected 
Shared activities encourage  

social learning and connection,  
access to community knowledge 

Community outreach and  
neighborhood initiatives 

Cycle and walking routes to town 

Parking on the periphery,  
peace, safety & interaction 

 in the centre

Attractive
Smaller, well designed 

1-4 bedroom homes 

Landscaping, walkways, 
communal gardens and play areas

Multi-purpose common spaces 
with kitchen, dining, meeting,

laundry and guest rooms 

Workshop & storage facilities

Well-built and 
well maintained

Responsible
Showcasing innovative, community

centred, sustainable housing

Economical use of funds & resources

Protecting natural habitats, 
promoting biodiversity, pride 

in stewardship of the land

Social housing 
opportunities

What do we want to do?
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How will we do it?

We have formed a 
 nonprofit incorporated 
society to operate as a 
single legal entity and 
share costs. 

We are seeking a 
 development partner 
and/or  investors who 
will fund land purchase 
and construction. 

We are actively 
searching for 
 suitable land in the 
Cambridge area.

We will engage with 
professionals in an 
iterative consensus 
site and  building 
 design process.

Households will 
 provide a deposit of 
approximately 15% 
of the purchase price 
prior to construction. 

When construction is 
complete, households 
will pay the balance 
of their purchase 
price and move in. 

Members have signed 
an agreement stating 
their responsibilities 
and staged financial 
commitments. 

Each household can 
 provide evidence of 
their intent and ability 
to purchase and pay 
for a home.

Households will 
make an initial 
good faith deposit 
at land purchase.

We will do due 
 diligence on the  
land and if suitable, 
 proceed to purchase.

Construction will 
 proceed as agreed 
with our development 
partner.

New members may 
still be invited to 
join the project to 
help full occupancy 
at completion.

Can you help us make it happen? 
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