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Purpose of this plan
The purpose of this reserve management 
plan (‘the plan’) is to provide guidance and 
direction on the management of Sainsbury 
Road Reserve (‘the reserve’)1 – located at 205 
Sainsbury Road, Pirongia – to enable a range 
of recreational, environmental and cultural 
aspirations to be realised. 

While it is primarily a plan to guide Council’s 
planning, funding and management approach 
for the reserve, it is also useful to mana 
whenua, recreational and environmental 
organisations and the wider community as it 
outlines the community’s recreational, cultural 
and ecological aspirations for the reserve.

One of the key purposes of the Reserves Act 
19772 (‘the Act’) is to ensure there are areas 
across New Zealand where people can enjoy 
the outdoors. People enjoy the outdoors in 
a variety of ways: their recreational activities 
can be active (running, walking, cycling, horse 
riding, ecological restoration) or passive (quiet 
contemplation, sightseeing, picnicking) – or 
anything in between. 

More specifically, the purpose of a recreation 

Wāhanga Tuatahi: Kupu Whakataki 
Section One: Introduction

Structure of this plan
Section One provides a brief outline of the 
purpose of the reserve management plan 
and the scope of the plan.

Section Two provides contextual 
information about the reserve. It discusses 
the location of the reserve, its history, 
some of the special places on or near the 
reserve and its current state. The challenges 
and opportunities of the reserve are also 
discussed. 

Section Three outlines the vision for 
the reserve, and the goals and policies 
which will assist in delivering on the vision. 
Explanations for the goals and policies 
are provided in order to demonstrate the 
rationale for the approach taken. 

Section Four covers the implementation 
of the plan, of which the landscape concept 
plan is the main component.

1 	 Part Section 336, Town of Pirongia West.
2 	 Section 3 (General Purpose) of the Reserves Act 

1977.
3 	 Section 17 (Recreation Reserves) of the Reserves 

Act 1977.
4 	 Section 41 (Management Plans) of the Reserves 

Act 1977.

reserve3 is to protect the natural environment 
and beauty of the countryside and retain wide 
open spaces and tracks which enable people 
to explore these special places. Additionally, 
the features of historic, scenic and ecological 
significance are to be managed and protected. 
Managing these features often enhances 
people’s experience of recreation reserves.

The Act outlines the requirements of reserve 
management plans4: how they are developed, 
the issues they need to address, how Council 
should engage with the community and how 
the community can shape the plan. This plan 
has been developed in accordance with these 
requirements.

2     Sainsbury Road Reserve Management Plan



Scope of this plan
The reserve is one of five land 
parcels which collectively comprise 
the Pirongia West Recreation 
Reserves5. Following the termination 
of the perpetual grazing lease on the 
reserve in 2014, Council resolved 
to develop a standalone reserve 
management plan to better deliver on 
the principles relating to recreation 
reserves outlined in the Act. 

While the four remaining land parcels 
in the Pirongia West Recreation 
Reserves are currently subject to 
perpetual leases, Council has a long-
term vision to review the function 
and management of these parcels 
to ensure they are meeting their 
purpose as recreation reserves and 
the relationship between them is 
recognised.

5 	 As identified in the Urban Reserves 
Management Plan Volume 2 (Pirongia, 
Kihikihi and Ohaupō) 2006
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Sainsbury Road Reserve in context
Historical context
There is a long and varied history of human 
occupation in the Pirongia area within which the 
reserve sits. 

Patupaiarehe (forest folk) pre-date Māori. They 
lived in the deep forest of Mount Pirongia long 
before the arrival of Māori in the Tainui waka in 
Kawhia around 800 years ago, and according to 
mana whenua are still present on the mountain.

Once settled in Kawhia, the Māori population 
expanded and journeys were made further inland 
in search of resources. Mount Pirongia was an 

area rich in resources: plentiful water, food such 
as freshwater mussels and eels, forest birds, 
berries and plants, as well as trees which could 
be used for buildings6. 

Mount Pirongia is of great significance to Ngāti 
Apakura and Ngāti Hikairo, who are mana whenua 
of the area.

Acquisition history of the reserve and 
historical land management
In 1863, the Waikato region was invaded by 
European soldiers and approximately 1.2 million 
acres was confiscated from Māori. The raupatu 

(confiscation of land) in the Waikato region had a 
devastating impact on Māori. Large tracts of land 
in the wider Pirongia area were confiscated, and 
the reserve is part of a package of reserves which 
came to be in Crown management under the 
Public Domains Act in 18817.  

The raupatu brought about a significant step 
change in land management. Within the flatter 
areas surrounding Mount Pirongia, much of the 
forest was cleared for agricultural purposes. It is 
likely that the reserve was farmed, and in recent 
years, it has been used for grazing cattle.

6 	 Pirongia Te Aroaro o Kahu Restoration Society | 
History (mtpirongia.org.nz). Accessed 9 December 
2022.

7 	 Urban Reserves Management Plan Volume 2 
(Pirongia, Kihikihi & Ōhaupō). Sourced from  
waipadc.govt.nz. 

Crown land set apart as recreation ground by NZ 
Gazette 1888 p.677. Brought under The Public 
Domains Act 1881 by NZ Gazette 1888 p.707 and 
added to the Pirongia Domain by NZ Gazette 1905 
p.1250. – under the control of the Pirongia Domain 
Board. The Pirongia Domain Board became the 

Pirongia Recreation Reserves Board on 1 April 1978 
by operation of S.16(7) of the Reserves Act 1977. 
Administration passed from the Board to the Waipa 
District Council by operation of Clause 77-79, the 
Local Government (Waikato Region) Reorganization 
Order 1989 (NZ Gazette 1989 p.2460).

Wāhanga Tuarua: Sainsbury Road Reserve te horopaki 
Section Two: Sainsbury Road Reserve in context
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Planning context
The reserve primarily sits within the Reserve Zone under the 
Waipā District Plan 2016 (‘District Plan’). Two District Plan 
policy overlays also cover the reserve. The Indigenous Forest 
Biodiversity Corridor8 overlay seeks to retain the ecological 
values associated with the unprotected forested lower slopes 
of Mount Pirongia in order to increase native vegetation cover 
in the Waipā District. The Visually Sensitive Hill Country Zone9 
overlay recognises that the area provides a rural visual backdrop 
to large parts of the Waipā District. In the wider context, the site 
is located on the foothills of Mount Pirongia which is identified as 
an Outstanding Natural Feature and Landscape. 

There are also small areas of the reserve which fall outside of the 
Reserve Zone. Some of the reserve is within the road corridor, 
while some of the land is within the Rural Zone. See Figure One 
for a spatial representation of the reserve’s planning context.

8	 Waipā District Plan Clause 24.2.4 and Objective 24.3.2: To maintain and 
enhance indigenous biodiversity, ecological processes and connectivity 
within the biodiversity corridors as identified on Planning Map 49.

9 	 Waipā District Plan Objective 25.3.4: To provide for lawfully established 
farming activities while ensuring the location of buildings, driveways and 
infrastructure does not compromise and where practicable enhances 
the landscape qualities of visually sensitive hill country and river and 
lake environs.
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Figure One: Location of Sainsbury Road Reserve and spatial representation of the planning context



Sainsbury Road Reserve – site specific 
context and current use
The reserve (see Figure Two) is located at 205 
Sainsbury Road, Pirongia and is classified as a 
recreation reserve under the Act10. Recreation 
reserves are places where recreational 
opportunities are provided for and cultural and 
ecological features and systems are protected  
and enhanced.

The reserve is approximately 41 hectares in area 
and is mostly steep terrain. Given the hilly terrain, 
there are a number of vantage points on the 
reserve which provide clear sight lines to Mount 
Pirongia, Mount Kakepuku and Maungatautari 
and Pirongia township.

Ngāparierua Stream is a defining natural feature 
in the reserve. The stream starts in the foothills 
of Mount Pirongia and runs through the reserve 
for a distance of approximately 680 metres and 
joins the Waipā River opposite Mātakitaki Pā. 
There is also a small wetland (2.6 hectares in size) 
located at the north-eastern end of the reserve.

The reserve is mostly grassed in pasture, with 
small pockets of remnant native forest, gorse,  
old pine trees and a small selection of fruit  
trees. Aside from individual native trees on 
the reserve, there is a remnant of native 
vegetation (4.9 hectares in size) located near 
the Ngāparierua Stream corridor. The current 
lessees graze significant portions of the reserve, 
which greatly aids in pasture and pest weed 
management. 

10 	Section 17 of the Reserves Act 1977. The reserve was classified recreation reserve in the NZ Gazette in 1981 p.345 (Document H.330702).
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Remains of the historic water supply 
infrastructure (including a hand-dug reservoir 
with internal ladder) are present on the reserve. 
At one stage, the Ngāparierua Stream supplied 
Pirongia township with all its water. The original 
water main is still in situ.

There are a number of recreation tracks (which 
are also used by grazing stock) across the 
reserve which provide access for horse riders 
and walkers, although some areas are degraded 
and unsafe for horse riding in the winter 
months. The reserve has minimal recreational 
infrastructure but does have horse washdown 
facilities near the entrance. Council does not 
currently hold any information on numbers 
of visitors to the site, but anecdotal evidence 
indicates that it is well used by the horse riding 
community.

The reserve sits within the context of a wider 
reserve network known as the Pirongia West 
Recreation Reserves. This includes the two sites 
which immediately adjoin the eastern boundary 
of the reserve, as well as the land to the north of 
the reserve (across Sainsbury Road). These sites 
are owned by Council and have been classified as 
recreation reserve under the Act. 

These adjoining land parcels are currently subject 
to lease arrangements which constrain the ability 
to plan for significant changes to their existing 
use. Notwithstanding that, these land parcels 
are considered to make up a connected network 
of reserves for which Council has aspirations to 
holistically manage as future lease arrangements 
allow.
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Streams Native forest Sainsbury Road Reserve 

Figure Two: Sainsbury Road Reserve – 205 Sainsbury Road, Pirongia
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Challenges and opportunities at the reserve
There are a number of challenges to be addressed – and 
opportunities to be pursued – in planning for and managing 
the reserve. These challenges and opportunities have been 
identified through three primary sources:

•	 Existing Council information about the reserve (such 
as Council reports, current reserve management plans, 
the expertise of Council staff, environmental information 
(including soil stability and quality, water quality and 
ecological data) and research papers);

•	 Community conversations (such as community feedback on 
the initial landscape plan options developed in 2015, a survey 
of horse riders undertaken by the Pirongia Horse Riders Club 
in 2020, discussions with the current graziers, workshops held 
with the Sainsbury Road Reserve Focus Group in 2022/23 
and submissions from the community on the draft plan);

•	 Legislative guidance (such as the requirements for 
recreation reserves outlined in the Reserves Act 1977, the 
Vision and Strategy for the Waikato River, iwi management 
plans11,12,13 and relevant Waipā District Plan objectives and 
policies).

11	 Waikato-Tainui Environmental Management Plan.
12	 Maniapoto Priorities for the Restoration of the Waipā Catchment NIWA 

Client report (waikatoregion.govt.nz).
13	 Ngāti Hikairo Iwi Management Plan – Freshwater Ngati-Hikairo.pdf 

(waikatoregion.govt.nz).

10     Sainsbury Road Reserve Management Plan



Ecological health and function at the reserve
Vegetation cover 
While there are small pockets of remnant native 
vegetation, the majority of the reserve is in 
pasture cover. Due to minimal native forest cover, 
the overall ecological health of the reserve is 
poor14. 

However, the proximity of Mount Pirongia (which 
has extensive native forest cover) presents 
an ideal opportunity to re-establish a strong 
ecological corridor through the reserve. Research 
indicates that long-tail bats are present on Mount 
Pirongia, and increasing native vegetation on the 
reserve would provide more bat habitat and food 
sources. 

The connection of Ngāparierua Stream to the 
Waipā River is the logical priority for revegetation 
which would have multiple environmental, 
cultural and recreational benefits. The 
establishment of the Taiea te Taiao Ecological 
Corridor Project15 amplifies the collaborative 
opportunities to undertake ecological restoration 
on the reserve. Future ecological restoration 
opportunites with a similar focus are likely to 
assist in improving native vegetation cover on the 
reserve.

Additionally, conversations with the local 
community indicate that there is strong interest 
in being involved in projects which are focused 

on restoration planting and pest control at the 
reserve.

Current land use
Grazing stock is the current land use across 
much of the reserve. While grazing is appropriate 
across the rolling terrain, it has resulted in 
localised soil stability issues on some of the 
steeply contoured areas of the reserve. 

However, grazing stock play an important role 
in weed management and prevents pest plant 
species from becoming dominant across the 
reserve. There is an opportunity to adjust 
the grazing approach, which will contribute 
to improving soil stability. There is also the 
opportunity to retire the steeper areas of the 
reserve and undertake ecological restoration to 
assist with soil stability.

Additionally, there is the potential for future 
commercial activities to provide an income 
stream to assist in managing the reserve. These 
activities could include selective native forestry.

Stream health
Despite the lack of native vegetation cover along 
the majority of the Ngāparierua Stream corridor, 
the water clarity is high. This is likely to be a result 
of the close proximity of the Ngāparierua Stream 
headwaters, which is approximately 1700 metres 

upstream from the reserve boundary. 

While there is an absence of existing information 
on the aquatic species present in the stream, 
ecological information from nearby streams 
indicates the presence of longfin eel, īnanga, 
short jaw kokopū and freshwater kōura species16. 

There is an opportunity to improve the 
Ngāparierua Stream health through revegetating 
the stream corridor, reintroducing native aquatic 
species into the stream and re-establishing 
traditional food sources (including watercress).  

14	 Waipā District Council ECM Doc #10452647 
Ecological Significance Assessment of Forest 
Remnants at 471 Sainsbury Road, Pirongia.

15	 The aim of the Taiea te Taiao Ecological Corridor 
Project is to link two of the Waikato region’s most 
spectacular maunga, Maungatautari and Pirongia, 
via an ecological corridor between the waterways 
which flow from the two maunga – the Mangapiko 
and Ngāparierua streams. The project is funded 
by the Ministry for the Environment’s Freshwater 
Improvement Fund for a five-year period (June 2021 to 
June 2026).

16 	Waikato Regional Council Technical Report 2013/16 
Significant natural areas of the Waipa district: 
terrestrial and wetland ecosystems  Waipa SNA 
Report final (waikatoregion.govt.nz). Sourced 9 
December 2022.
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17	 Survey conducted by the Pirongia Horse Riders 
Club Incorporated in late 2020. A total of 70 riders 
responded to the survey, with 67% of respondents 
living in the Waipā District.

Recreation use at the reserve
Fence and track infrastructure
Horse riders have identified the reserve as an 
ideal location for riding which has additional 
future potential if infrastructure is improved. This 
is particularly important given the lack of off-road 
areas in the Waipā District on which to ride. A 
survey conducted in 2020 of 70 horse riders in 
the Waipā District and beyond17 identified that 
58% riders do not have other farmland available 
to ride on. 

The existing fence and gate infrastructure and 
current standard of the riding tracks compromise 
the current safety and useability of the reserve 
for horse riding. 

Additionally, the absence of ‘loop tracks’ (instead 
of the existing ‘dead end’ tracks) constrains 
capacity and limits the potential for more riders 
to use the reserve. The lack of educational 
and way-finding signage and information also 
creates confusion and limits current and future 
recreational use by horse riders and walkers.

User experience
The reserve’s location in the foothills of Mount 
Pirongia offer impressive views to Pirongia 
township, Mount Kakepuku, Maungatautari 
and the wider landscape. Community feedback 

indicates that installing look-out points and way-
finding signage and increasing the visibility of 
historical information and stories about the land 
and its people would greatly enhance people’s 
experience at the reserve and create a deeper 
connection to the area.

Finally, while not directly associated with the 
reserve, there are road safety issues in the 
localised area. Sainsbury Road (where the 
reserve is located) is a winding rural road with 
limited sight lines and has a wide range of road 
users – horse riders, pedestrians, tractor drivers, 
cyclists, horse float drivers, residents and people 
visiting the Pirongia Mountainbike Park. These 
users travel at variable speeds and use the road 
in very different ways.  

While all road users will need to use the road 
safely, there is an opportunity to consider 
alternative access points to the reserve which 
may assist in addressing some of these road user 
conflicts and safety concerns.

The vision, goals and policies in 
Section Three have been designed 
to address these challenges and 
opportunities, make progress on 
achieving the community’s aspirations 
for the reserve and fufill Council’s 
legislative obligations.
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Wāhanga Tuatoru:  
Te Whakakitenga, 
ngā whāinga, me ngā 
kaupapa here 

Section Three:  
Vision, goals  
and policies 
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Introduction 
The vision, goals and policies outlined in this 
section achieve the legislative requirements 
of a reserve management plan18 and deliver 
on the community’s aspirations which were 
shared throughout this process. 

The vision for the reserve is a short, sharp 
statement which provides a clear call to action. 
A description of the future state which Council 
and the community can set their sights on 
achieving is also provided.

The goals and associated policies outline 
the areas in which progress will be made. 
Each goal and set of policies includes an 
explanation, which provides a rationale for the 
decided course of action. 

18 Section 41 (Management Plans) of the Reserves Act 
1977.
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Photo not taken at the  
Sainsbury Road Reserve.
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WHAKAKITENGA: 
Matomato te whenua, 
kapakapa te tangata, 

e ko Sainsbury 
Reserve

VISION:  
Nature and people 

flourish at Sainsbury 
Reserve 

What the future looks like
A green ribbon of lush native forest winds its way through 
the reserve and nourishes all living beings who visit. 

The forest – which has been lovingly restored by the 
community – is home to birds, bats and insects. Tui, 
kōkakō, kererū and pīwakawaka feast in the abundant 
forest. 

The Ngāparierua Stream flows cool and clear through 
the reserve to the Waipā River. The stream is thriving, 
and children and adults alike spend time connecting with 
the life in it and gathering food to nourish themselves 
and their families.

The reserve is a place of challenge, strength, 
achievement and restoration for people. Horse riders, 
walkers, runners, sightseers and people involved in 
restoring the native forest enjoy being at the reserve 
together. 

People’s connection to the reserve deepens as they 
share stories from the past and create new memories for 
future generations.

Waipā District Council     17     



Ngā whāinga me ngā kaupapa here 
Goals and policies

Policies
•	 Develop and implement an ecological 

monitoring programme for the reserve 
which incorporates Mātauranga Māori 
approaches, Western science and citizen 
science  

•	 Develop and implement a restoration plan 
which prioritises the enhancement and 
expansion of existing forest remnants, the 
revegetation of the Ngāparierua Stream 
corridor and allows for future cultural 
harvest

•	 Undertake animal and plant pest 
management which protects existing forest 
remnants and future restoration planting

•	 Construct stream crossings which protect 
and enhance bank stability and improve the 
ecological function of Ngāparierua Stream 
and assist in maximising recreational 
opportunities at the reserve.

19 	The Vision and Strategy for the Waikato River (Schedule 1 – Ngā Wai o Maniapoto (Waipā River) Act 2012) is the primary direction setting document for the Waikato River.

Whāinga Tuatahi: He tāmata i te ngahere taketake kia kaha ake te pakari me te mārohirohi. 
Goal One: Restore native forest to improve nature’s strength and resilience.

Explanation
Developing an integrated monitoring programme 
from a range of disciplines will ensure that a 
holistic picture of the ecological health of the 
reserve is captured. The monitoring programme 
will establish an environmental baseline for the 
reserve in order to track improvements over time.

The restoration plan will implement various 
aspects of the landscape concept plan. The 
restoration plan will use Western science and 
indigenous restoration approaches to provide 
clear guidance on the priority areas, species 
to be planted (including species for rongoa/
medicine, future cultural harvest for carving, pou 
and waka and kai/food), areas to be fenced off 
and the required maintenance programme.   

Restoring native forest on the reserve has two 
primary benefits: it will improve the ecological 
function of the reserve and enhance people’s 
experience of the reserve. 

Prioritising restoration planting along the 
Ngāparierua Stream corridor will assist in 
improving stream health by providing shade 
and managing sediment. Shaded streams have 
more stable water temperatures which provide 
ideal habitat for aquatic species, while riparian 
planting decreases the sediment runoff into 
waterways. Improving the health and wellbeing 
of the Ngāparierua Stream also makes a tangible 
contribution towards achieving the Vision and 
Strategy for the Waikato River19.

Restoring the Ngāparierua Stream corridor  
would also extend the food source which  
Mount Pirongia currently provides for birds and 
insects, thus enabling them to expand their 
habitat range. In seeking out food from their 
expanded habitat, bird species will be able to fulfil 
their role as seed dispersers. This will further 
contribute to the health and resilience of the 
forest on the reserve.
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Policies
•	 Support and enable community restoration 

initiatives which prioritise planting the 
Ngāparierua Stream corridor and enhancing 
and expanding existing forest remnants

•	 Support community pest control initiatives 
which improve the ecological health of existing 
forest remants

•	 Collaborate with existing restoration initiatives 
which focus on improving the health and 
wellbeing of the Ngāparierua Stream

•	 Explore a range of funding opportunities 
– in partnership with the community – to 
implement the restoration plan

•	 Investigate income generation opportunities 
which assist in delivering on ecological and 
recreation outcomes.

Explanation
There is strong community interest in restoring 
native forest on the reserve, both to improve its 
ecological health and improve the experience for 
those using the reserve. Community restoration 
activities improve social cohesion as they build 
people’s connections to the land and to each 
other. At an individual level, restoration work 
builds physical strength, resilience and stamina. 
Prioritising the restoration of the Ngāparierua 
Stream corridor first will create opportunities for 
people to connect with the stream, while enabling 
the restoration work to be sustainable over time. 

Pest control is a vital aspect of improving the 
ecological health of forest remants. Supporting 
pest control initiatives which are focused on 
existing forest remnants will also ensure that 
additional planting will flourish and further 
improve the resilience of this special place.

Partnering with existing restoration initiatives 
(such as the Taiea te Taiao Ecological Corridor 
Project) will create opportunities to amplify 
improvements to the ecological health of the 

Ngāparierua Stream. Working with others will 
also strengthen the ecological resilience of 
the broader landscape as forest corridors will 
increasingly become pathways for birds, bats and 
insects to extend their habitat range. 

Exploring a range of funding opportunities from 
a range of organisations (including local, regional 
and central government, the commercial sector 
and philanthropic organisations) to undertake 
restoration work may enable some restoration 
plan implementation costs to be offset. 
Additionally, investigating income generation 
opportunities such as carbon credits and 
selective native tree harvest may create revenue 
streams which align well with the goals of the 
plan. 

Taking a partnership approach – where Council 
and the community share the challenge of 
seeking funding and resourcing – enables them 
both to take responsibility for improving the 
reserve.  

Whāinga Tuarua: He whakaahei i te tangata ki te tiaki me te tāmata i te taiao. 
Goal Two: Enable people to care for and restore nature.
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Explanation
Working with the horse riding community to 
develop a track construction programme which 
includes identifying opportunities for loop tracks, 
appropriate grades for safe riding and easy to use 
gate infrastructure will maximise the useability of 
the reserve for horse riding. 

The track construction programme will also 
contribute to improving the recreational 
experience for walkers and runners who use the 
reserve. Supporting community initatives which 
will implement the track construction programme 
will enhance people’s sense of connection with 
the reserve. 

Community feedback indicated that the most 
appropriate recreational uses of the reserve 
are horse riding, walking/running and passive 
recreation. However, an off-road cycle track 
on the roadside boundary of the reserve was 
deemed an appropriate balance of recreational 
activities which adequately address the safety of 
all reserve users. 

A secondary vehicle entrance in the lower area of 
the reserve may assist in addressing local road 

safety concerns. It would also provide access to 
the wetland area on the reserve, which provides 
a different recreation experience from the upper 
areas of the reserve. Furthermore, the additional 
vehicle entrance would provide an entry point to 
access an ‘up and back’ loop of the entire reserve 
which would be of great benefit to horse riders.

The reserve has impressive views of the local 
landscape, including Maungatautari, Mount 
Kakepuku and Mount Pirongia. Developing 
infrastructure which enables passive recreation 
– viewing platforms, picnic areas and places to 
sit by the stream – creates opportunities for 
people to meet a range of spiritual, cultural and 
recreational needs. 

Implementing a long-term, ‘sinking lid’ grazing 
approach ensures that weed management is 
continued as forest restoration is expanded 
across the reserve. It also provides clarity of 
timeframes for the existing graziers. The first 
phase of this approach is to work with the 
leaseholder to review the grazing approach for 
optimal pasture management and to contribute 
to improved soil stability.

Policies
•	 Work with the horse riding community to 

develop a track construction programme 
which maximises recreation and ensures the 
safety of all reserve users

•	 Support community initiatives which 
are focused on implementing the track 
construction programme

•	 Investigate the potential for a secondary 
vehicle entrance in the lower area of the 
reserve

•	 Develop infrastructure at the reserve to 
provide multiple spaces for passive recreation

•	 Implement a long-term, ‘sinking lid’ approach 
to grazing at the reserve. 

Whāinga Tuatoru: Kia maha ngā āheinga whakamahi mō ngā kaiwhakamahi puta noa. 
Goal Three: Maximise recreational opportunities for a range of users.
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Whāinga Tuawhā: He tūhonohono i te tangata ki 
te whenua rāhui me te whakapiki i ōna wheako.
Goal Four: Enhance people’s connection  
with and experience of the reserve.

Policies
•	 Partner with mana whenua to ensure Māori history is visible across the reserve

•	 Partner with mana whenua to develop a name for the reserve which reflects the 
local history and ecology 

•	 Work with the local community to ensure local stories are represented across the 
reserve

•	 Develop and install way-finding and track sharing signage to improve the 
experience of people visiting and using the reserve.

Explanation
Stories about the landscape – from a range of perspectives – enable people to 
connect more deeply with places and appreciate the importance of their own 
stories. The reserve and the broader landscape it sits within has a rich Māori and 
European history. Ensuring these stories are told throughout the reserve in a range 
of ways (such as story boards and pou/special carvings) enable people to connect 
with the past and lead to a better understanding of the present. 

Working with mana whenua to develop a name which better reflects the first 
inhabitants of the area, and the connection between people and place over time, will 
help to create a distinct identity for the reserve.

Infrastructure such as viewing platforms create powerful prompts to tell stories 
about place, while way-finding signage enables those using the reserve to create 
new stories and memories to share with others.

Waipā District Council     21     



Wāhanga Tuawhā: 
Whakatutukitanga 
Section Four: 
Implementation 

Photo not taken at the Sainsbury Road Reserve.
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Landscape  
Concept Plan 
The landscape concept plan provides a 
broad visual outline of what is required to 
make progress on the vision, goals and 
policies outlined in Section Three. The 
landscape concept plan is purposefully 
broad – detailed planning will be needed 
to implement its discrete components and 
ensure that there is a clear line of sight 
to the vision, goals and policies. Where 
directed in the policies, Council will work 
with the community to develop various 
implementation aspects.  

Council’s Long-Term Plan and Annual Plan 
processes (which includes both capital 
projects and operating and maintenance 
budgets) are the mechanisms for funding 
by local government. 

For digital version of the landscape 
concept plan click here

Photo not taken at the  
Sainsbury Road Reserve.
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Between water tank & road fence 
planting privacy screen for neighBours.
design around powerline & in 
consultation with neighBour to south.

existing gum tree 
& conifers.

walking & horse 
riding trails. 
mowaBle 
grass area. 

sainsBury road  
two-way cycle track approx. 1.8km.

proposed two-way cycle track.

trim vegetation to improve sight lines for traffic safety.

a possiBle heritage feature could Be made of old water 
supply relics.

separate cycle way from paddocks with 
electric fence (2-wire) to protect track.

existing pines.

existing pond.

Views to town 
from open areas.

sainsBury road 
(lower section).

stream

two-way cycle track.

maintain as low scruB to preserve views  
& as source of Bee food.

site entry with generous parking area for cars & horse floats. 
parking under existing shade trees.  
toilet Block in clearing.entry

road.

existing trees.

proposed fruit & nut tree plantings on sunny 
aspect in existing paddock. maintain By grazing 
under trees in individual stock protection. 
tracks to carpark area & lookout.

existing row of gum trees & pines.

hay paddock - maintain as open space & in productive use. possiBle 
lease for ‘cut & carry’ cropping. define area By safe tractor 
gradient & contours. alternatively, if grazed then fence areas  
of natural regeneration with a two- three wire electric fence,  
But avoid gates across horse trails or cycle way. 

open space on the crown of the landform & ‘easy tractor country’ 
maintained for landscape & recreational values & productive use.  
approx. 11.5 ha in total.

proposed indigenous forestry plantings. multi-purpose forest areas including timBer 
production & cultural harvest on a sustainaBle Basis using continuous cover forestry 
principles. predominant species: totara & kauri through manuka & kanuka nurse 
(includes potential honey & carBon sequestration advantages).

non-vehicle horse trails through steep sidlings & Bush. single-file routes for forest 
exploration experiences with a variety of connections. approx. 700m.

lower cycle entry or exit point.  
create a small parking layBy. 
 n.B. - investigate potential to negotiate  
  off-site extension / linkages

proposed horse riding tracks using already formed farm tracks. maintain to summer 
4wd / tractor access standard & mow & spray annually. douBle as forestry access & 
service tracks. approx. 3.0km total.

proposed 2-way cycle track generally aligned near road side Boundary. enaBles 
cyclists to avoid using road for length of reserve. potential to create mountain Bike 
track linkages on reserve. track approx. 1.8km long.

miscellaneous native planting areas for wetland enhancement, ecological & amenity 
values in various places. 
approx. 1.0 ha in total.

areas of natural regeneration linking remnants of existing Bush & creating an ecological 
corridor along the riparian margins to Become protection forest. pest & weed control & 
supplementary planting of native species from local ecological district in ‘seed islands’ for 
Biodiversity enhancement & to accelerate the regeneration process. existing waling track 
Beside stream & up gully (not depicted). approx. 12.0 ha in total.

cycle & horse 
tracks linkage to 
sainsBury road.

upper section of 
sainsBury road.

natural scruB regeneration on steep 
slopes with supplementary planting  
as Budget allows.
Buffers & extends existing Bush remnants 
to form an ecological corridor along 
the riparian margin & steep slopes as 
protection forest.

forest exploration tracks 
for horse riders and walkers 
through steep sidlings.

replace existing Bridge.

fell existing pine wildings. natural regeneration.

views

native forestry on south-facing 
slopes. approx. 6.2 ha.

existing native Bush 
remnants in gully.

spur has excellent views over property & to wider landscape in all 
directions. maintain crest of spur in pasture and/or low planting 
for landscape and recreational values.
construct viewing platform which reflects local  
values and stories to enhance recreational experience. 
alter fence line to ensure view of the reserve is clear.

proposed native forestry planting in sunny Basin across stream (faces north). predominantly 
totara & kauri planted in a manuka & kanuka nurse crop & through gorse. managed for timBer 
production on a sustainaBle Basis in a continuous cover forestry system (i.e. - single stem or 
small coupe (group) - felling & extraction. approx. 1.8 ha. 

area of native forestry to Be managed in a continuous cover 
forestry system (i.e. selective harvesting - no clear felling). 
intended to demonstrate multiple purpose forestry, comBining 
timBer production with Biodiversity and amenity values & soil & 
water conservation. mixed native species arranged in a ‘naturalistic’ 
landscape pattern that relates to natural features such as 
topography, soil moisture gradients, shelter, & edge effect etc. 
and to enaBle long-term forest succession through weed species.  
approx 2.8 ha.

legend

proposed demonstration of multipurpose, multi-value, native forestry (i.e., continuous 
cover forestry with native forest species) for environmental and amenity/recreational 
values, But also with option for some long-term selective timBer harvesting. see notes 
on drawing. approx. 2.8 ha.
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