
THE MORE 
STARS 

THE BETTER

Smart Water Starts with You! aims to make 
long-term change to how we use water and is a 
joint venture between Hamilton City Council,  

Waikato District Council and  
Waipa District Council.



An example of a 6-star 
washing machIne label.

New Zealand has a water efficiency labelling scheme (WELS) 
to help you choose products that use less water and save you 
money in the long run.  It’s simple – the more stars on the 
WELS label, the more water efficient the product is.

The WELS label displays two key pieces of information:

•	 a star rating indicating relative water efficiency

•	 a water consumption or water flow figure in: 
- litres per minute (for showers and taps) 
- litres per wash (for washing machines and dishwashers) 
- litres per flush (for toilets and urinals).

For more information on WELS visit www.mfe.govt.nz

30% of your energy bill is from heating 
water, if you save water inside the 
home you’ll save energy and money too.
Dishwashers, washing machines and other 

products that use water have a long life. 
So when you’re looking to buy remember, 
the most efficient product will save you the 
most money in the long run. 3 toilet
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